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B A beautiful city is Plainfield, embowered in grand 
EST old trees, nestled at the foot of green hills stretching in 
the distance from east to west. With all the bustle and 
activity characteristic of a thriving city, there is about it an air of 
calmness and peace, of the’comfort and happiness of those who are 
so fortunate as to call it their home. It is not a new city, but it 
lacks none of the spirit of energy and progressiveness which is the distin- 
guishing feature of American towns. It lacks nothing in point of archi- 
tectural beauty, for while in the business portion of the city utility and con- 
venience gives place to art, the residential sections abound in examples of the 
fincst conceptions of the architect. Who were the first settlers of Plainfield, or when they first took up 
their residence here are questions that cannot be satisfactorily answered by the light of such historical 
records as now exist, but that the settlement is over two hundred years old there can be little doubt. Ac- 
cording to some historians the first houses erected on this spot were built in 1684, and were the homes of 
John Forbes, Robert Fullerton, Thomas Gordon, John Barclay and other families. From whence they 
came we have been unable to ascertain, but they were no doubt attracted, as have been their followers, by 
the beauty of the place, its healthfulness and its many advantages. 

During the first century of its existence the settlement was of slow growth. A few families joined 
those who were the first to discover the desirability of the location, and their time was spent in the quiet 
pursuits of agriculture. At the end of a hundred years the village had but two or three thoroughfares, 
the principal one, now known as Front street, being the highway over which passed the stages connecting 
New York and Philadelphia. Crossing this was another road leading to Rahway. This, for a time known 
as Peace street, and later as Broadway, is now called Watchung avenue. These were the main streets of ) 
the village then as now, and along them was scattered the homes of most of the settlers, while nearly all 
else was farms and woodland. Who that stands at the intersection of these streets at the present time, 
noting the traffic carried. on unceasingly from morning till night, the evidences of activity and prosperity 
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displayed by the fine stores lining Front street, on either side as far as the eye can reach, can conjure up 
the picture presented by this same thoroughfare less than a hundred years ago. Some distance to the 
west of these roads lay another, to which has been given the name of Plainfield avenue, and this was the 
highway connecting the little village with New Brunswick, at that time one of the most important towns 
in the State. During the war of the Revolution the settlement was kept in a state of turmoil and excite- 
ment, for the valley in which it lies was the theatre of some of the most notable events connected with the 
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struggle for independence. On the hills to the west and north of Plainfield stands conspicuously the cele- 
brated Washington Rock, from which an unparalleled view of the surrounding country is presented. 
Here during that period of greatest anxiety to the patriot forces, from 1777 to 1779 the great Washington, 
in command of his little army at Bound Brook, kept watch over the enemy. The British were then in 
possession of New Brunswick, and from his post on the rock the American lookout could with the aid of 
a strong glass keep track of every movement of the invaders. The information so obtained was of the 
greatest value in determining the subsequent course of events in this section. 

The people of Plainfield, however, took little active part in the portentious events going on about 
them. They were for the most part members of the Society of Friends, whose ways are the ways of 
peace, and while deeply concerned for the success of the colonists struggling to throw off the yoke of a 
despot, they could only lend passive assistance to those who were battling for their birthright of independ- 
ence. It is possible, however, that some of them, like their brethren in other places, sacrificed principle 
to patriotism and abandoned the plough-share for the sword in this season of the nation’s travail. 

It is to this Society of Friends that Plainfield owes its name, according to a tradition for which 
there seems to be some historical warrant. In the year 1736 the Quakers of Woodbridge determined to 
erect a meeting house at this place, then and for many years before only known as John Webster’s Land, 
and in the records of this Society Plainfield appears for the first time as the distinctive name of the set- 
tlement. This Friends meeting house was, apparently, the first place of public worship in the village, and 
its successor, which was erected in 1788, still stands at the corner of North and Watchung avenues, one of 
the few remaining links between the present and the distant past. The name Plainfield was particularly 
appropriate, as the village stood on an almost level plain at the foot of the Watchung mountain, sheltered 
from the rigors ef the northern winds, and warmed by the breezes from the south—an ideal spot for a 
habitation, in the midst of a fertile and beautiful country, 
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The declaration of peace between Great Britain and the United States, and the recognition of the 
young nation by the Great Powers of Europe and the rest of the world, found the country generally in a 
state of devastation. The long struggle had put a check upon natural growth, all branches of industry 
were for the time paralyzed, and even the peaceful people of Plainfield felt the full effects of the reaction 
following the momentous struggle. As has been stated before, the growth of the settlement had been 
slow from its very beginning. and following the war of the Revolution its progress was even slower than 
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it had been before. Naturally many of the younger men who had survived the hazard of war gravitated 
to the cities and larger towns, where the chance of advancement proved more attractive than the plod- 
ding duties of farm life. | For a number of years all agricultural districts in the vicinity of New York 
and Philadelphia suffered from the lack of young hands to guide the plow. Then the natural law of 
supply and demand began to assert itself. Boys grew to manhood, and took the places left vacant by 
their elder brothers. Emigration was resumed and population steadily increased. At the beginning of 
the present century Plainfield had but two hundred inhabitants, men, women and children, all told, but 
before another fifty years had passed it had a population of over 3,000 souls. Its growth from that time 
forward has been steady and rapid. 


THE PLAINFIELD OF THE PRESENT. 


Plainfield is acknowledged to be one of the most progressive cities in the State of New Jersey. 
In 1860 the population was, in round numbers 3,225, and the assessed valuation of property in the village 
was $3,102,295. At the present day the city of Plainfield and the borough of North Plainfield—which, 
although distinct from each other as regards the administration of their affairs, are essentially, in other 
respects, one and the same—contain over 13,0co inhabitants, of which more than two-thirds are residents 
of Plainfield proper. The assessed valuation of Plainfield property, according to the latest returns, 1s 
close to $6,000,000. 

For the first century and a half of its existence Plainfield was merely a hamlet, little more than a 
collection of farm houses, surrounded by productive fields and wooded tracts, that were deemed worth- 
less for cultivation, The increase in population that had become marked in the early ’40s, brought with 
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it the necessity for a more distinctive form of a local government than had theretofore existed and the 
progressive citizens of the place began to take the necessary steps to erect their village into a town. In 
1847 an act of the State Legislature created the township of Plainfield, setting it apart from the town- 
ship of Westfield, and provided for the necessary officers and means to carry on the government of the 
town. Its affairs were placed in the hands of men, who, having the interests of Plainfield at heart, spared 
no effort to promote her advancement. They were the builders of the substantial foundation upon which 
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rests the prosperity and importance of a flourishing city, and they builded, perhaps, better than they 
knew. With the advantages afforded by good government, a town even less eligibly situated than Plain- 
field could scarcely fail to make rapid strides in material progress, and it is but a natural sequence of 
inevitable events that the town should at the expiration of another twenty-five years be ready for admis- 
sion to the galaxy of American cities. The act of the State Legislature incorporating the city of Plain- 
field was approved April 2d, 1869. This act provided for the election of a mayor, acity judge and 
eleven common council men, beside other minor officials, including two freeholders and two justices of 
the peace, an assessor, a collector and a treasurer. The salary of the mayor was fixed at three hundred 
dollars per annum, but it was expressly stipulated that the members of the common council should re- 
ceive no compensation, either directly or indirectly, for the performance of their duties. In 1870 a sup- 
plement was added to the charter, and the following year a second supplement was attached, both of 
which made necessary and desirable changes in the original. During the next three years, at each session 
of the Legislature, bills were introduced and passed which had for their object the improving and per- 
fecting of the city charter, the last of these being passed March 18, 1874. The powers conferred by the 
State Legislature by these and other specific and general acts have been used to the best possible ad- 
vantage, and no city in the Union has enjoyed better government nor has been freer from scandal affect- 
ing high officials. Politics has less weight in the selection of these than has the desire, entertained by 
all of her citizens, from the greatest to the smallest, to further her interests and assist in her development. 

We have incidentally remarked in previous paragraphs the natural and other advantages possessed 
by Plainfield as a place of residence, the location, the climate and the surroundings. Let us examine 
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these more in detail. First, as to location. The city of Plainfield lies in Union County, close to the lines 
separating the latter from Somerset and Middlesex Counties, on the west and south, respectively. While 
North Plainfield, in Somerset County, is politically a separate borough, it is practically a part of the city, 
being separated from the latter by a narrow brook, which flows but a few yards from the main thorough- 
fare of Plainfield, Front street. If the founders of the settlement had been guided by geological know- 
ledge rather than by a sense of the availability of the place for agricultural purposes they could not have 
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chosen a more desirable spot upon which to erect acity. The foundation upon which it stands is composed 
of strata of shale rock, clay, gravel and sandstone, each overlapping the other, and each of varying thick- 
ness. The country is intersected with small streams, and these together with the gradual sloping of the 
land in a southerly direction insures perfect natural drainage. In fact almost immediately after arain storm 
the surface of the ground here becomes dry, the soil absorbing quickly whatever water has not run off 
through the gutters to the natural drains—the brooks before mentioned. Malaria and other diseases that 
are bred by stagnant water and marshes are unknown in Plainfield, and in fact every condition favorable to 
longevity appears to be present here. Its climate is particularly salubrious, a biending of sea air with 
mountain breezes. Consumptives and all sufferers from pulmonary diseases find the air here particularly 
suited to their complaints, and they grow well and strong again under its benign influences. So marked 
is this characteristic of the section in which Plainfield lies that it has been christened the “Colorado of 
the East.” . 

| But these, powerful as they are, by no means make up the sum of Plainfield’s attractiveness as a 
place of residence. The situation is picturesque and delightful beyond description. The city is laid 
out in the most attractive manner, the streets being broad and straight and beautifully shaded. The 
side-walks are well-paved throughout, and the roadways present an unbroken surface of smooth hard 
macadam, the utmost care being taken to keep them at all times in perfect condition, to which end they 
are frequently scraped, rolled and all depressions or broken places promptly mended. __In respect to its 
streets Plainfield is far in advance of many cities of greater pretensions, and the street commissioners of 
some or all of these might very profitably devote a day to taking lessons from the authorities of Plain- 
field in the care and preservation of public thoroughfares. In and about the city there are over fifty 
miles of macadamized roads all in the best possible condition, affording the finest driyes to be found in 
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the country. From some of these, particularly those running over the adjacent hills, magnificent views 
are presented, and the scenery, wherever the eye rests, is scarcely excelled in beauty by any that the State 
affords. It is, indeed, a pleasurable experience to drive over these roads or skim along them on a bi- 


cycle. Architecturally Plainfield compares, advantageously to itself, with the most beautiful suburban 
cities in the vicinity of New York. It is the home of many men prominent in the business and_profes- 
sional circles of the Metropolis, and on every hand are to be found the evidences of wealth and refine- 
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ment in the construction and location of residences and their surroundings. Miles upon miles of such 
streets as we have described stretch away from north to south, from east to west, each bordered by 
handsome villas or cottages set in the midst of fine lawns and beautiful gardens. It is not alone the 
wealthy who enjoy all this, for the population of Plainfield is by no means made up exclusively of rich 
people. Thousands of those in moderate circumstances, merchants, clerks, professional men and 
mechanics find attractive and comfortable homes, modeled in a way after the more pretentious dwell- 
ings of the wealthy. The poor we have always with us, but poverty in Plainfield is not the poverty of 
greater cities or even average towns. This is no place for the shiftless or the idle, the drunken or 
the debased.” Plainfield is most fortunate in being free from such classes. Her citizens are all active 
business men. 


WATER, SEWERAGE, &c. 


Although Plainfield has enjoyed a public water service but for afew years, no city is better 
equipped in this respect, nor is assured of such an unfailing supply of the indispensable fluid. Soon 
after the town was elevated to the dignity of a city, the desirability of having a public water service be- 
gan to be agitated. A number of capitalists combined to form the Plainfield Water Supply Company, 
and during the session of the State Legislature in 1869, they contrived to secure the passage of a special 
act of incorporation The scheme, however, was doomed to an early death despite its auspicious begin- 
ning. The incorporators lacked the requisite funds to put their plans into operation, and the apothetic 
attitude of the public upon whom the company was dependent for the money it expected to raise 
through subscriptions to its stock, led to the abandonment of the scheme. For the next twenty years 
the residents of Plainfield had to be contented with such a supply of water as is afforded by sunk or 
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driven wells procured by the ordinary means of hand pumps or chain and bucket. In 1890 the project 
of a general public water service was revived, and it was not long before it was put into practical work- 
ing order. Some of the most public spirited and progressive citizens, to whom Plainfield already owed 
much of her advancement in other lines of progress, secured the charter of the practically defunct com- 
pany, into whose veins it at once began to infuse new life. The funds necessary to a successful launch- 
ing of the plans of the company were promptly forthcoming and in a very short time it was ready to 
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begin active operations. After a number of experimental explorations in search of a satisfactory supply 
of water, it was found that the best results were promised by a tract of land at Netherwood near the line 
of the New Jersey Central Railroad, and but a few miles from the city. Wells were bored, and then oc- 
curred a most peculiar thing, and one that is likely to make the name of Plainfield peculiarly famous 
forevermore, for the engineers of the company found that they had tapped a subterranean river. They 
tested their discovery rigidly, but after pumping away millions of gallons without any perceptible effect 
upon the supply, they made the best possible use of their find, by driving more wells, erecting a mammoth 
water tower, and conducting the stream through mains and pipes to the waiting citizens of Plainfield. 
The Plainfield Water Company had demonstrated beyond a shadow of doubt the accuracy of what had 
theretofore been considered a tradition that had been handed down from generation to generation from 
the time of the aborigines. | Once before, and not so very long ago, the existence of this underground 
stream was proved by a very homely experiment. Kerosene oil, by some accident or design had been 
placed in a well in the northern part of the town, when, lo! the water taken from wells far distant tasted 
as though petroleum had been mingled with it. Still, this was not considered sufficient proof by the 
scoffers, and now they are compelled to admit, on incontrovertable evidence, that beneath their feet 
flows a stream the magnitude of which they can only guess at, but which has possibly been flowing for cen- 
turies and may continue to flow until the end of time. This subterranean river flows in a broad cur- 
rent, in a south-westerly direction, through the stratum of gravel forming part of the foundatiou of the 
city. The stream appears to be inexhaustible ; but from whence does it come? It is as great a mystery 
as the subterranean lake of Indiana, which lies but six feet below the surface, and whose covering of 
earth undulates in sympathy with the movements of the waters beneath when agitated by causes as hid- 
den as the cause of the existence of the lake. The theory has been advanced, and has been accepted 
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by some as a reasonable solution of the question of the underground river’s source, that it is fed by the 
local water shed, but as the supply seems to be unending, this theory is held, by others, that it is hardly 
tenable, and they contend that the water must come from a considerable distance. Whatever its source, 
the people of Plainfield may feel proud of their unique reservoir, and congratulate themselves on its 


possession, for no matter how large their city may grow they are not likely to be at any time in danger 
of a water famine. 
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Having exhausted as far as we may the subject of the source of the water supply of Plainfield, let 
us return to the company that brought it to light, and learn something of their methods of bending the 
river to its purposes. The company put down twenty wells in the beginning, and up to the present 
time these have sufficed to furnish all the water that is needed by Plainfield and the other localities that 
are supplied from this source. The wells lie on the northerly side of the railroad track at Netherwood, 
and are placed at intervals of fifty feet., They are from forty-five to fifty feet deep, and are connected by 
a pipe which is supplied with three large valves, by means of which the water is turned on and off from 
the pumping station. The pumps, two in number, are of the Worthington compound condensing pattern, 
each having a capacity of 5,000,000 gallons every twenty-four hours. The water is forced from the wells 
into a stand pipe 25 feet in diameter and 140 feet high, and having a capacity of 515,000 gallons. The 
great height and capacity of the water tower, or stand pipe, gives a pressure of 6234 pounds to the inch 
at the bottom, and as the fall in the ground between Netherwood and Plainfield is about twenty-five feet, 
the water acquires sufficient force by the time it reaches the city to send it above the highest houses, 
through the nozzle of ordinary fire hose. The company has already laid about twenty-seven miles of 
mains in Plainfield, and is prepared to put down more as they are wanted. The cost of the waterworks 
was about $450,000, and they are as complete and perfect as any in the country. The water it supplies is 
of exceptional purity, as may be inferred from its sources. There is no danger of contamination from 
surface streams, and such water as may percolate through the stratta of rock, gravel and clay, between the 
underground river and the surface, must of necessity be cleansed of all impurity.. 

The sewerage system of Plainfield is not yet in a completed condition, but is far enough advanced 
to afford all that is required in that direction at the present time. That which has been laid so far is de- 
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voted to house drainage, as the occasion for draining the streets has not yet arisen, nor is it likely to pre- 
sent itself for the reason, as already stated, that natural drainage is so perfect as to obviate artificial meth- 
ods, except possibly in the business portion of the city. 

In connection with the matter of water supply, the subject of the means of fighting and subduing 
fires naturally presents itself, and no better opportunity will be offered for a word regarding the splendid 
fire department, which is a source of natural pride to the people of Plainfield. The first regularly 
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equipped fire company was organized in 1852, when Plainfield was yet new to its honors as a separate 
township. It was an independent volunteer organization, which intimated its agility in getting over the 
ground in case of fires by assuming the name of Gazelle Engine Company. Other companies were or- 
ganized as the town grew, and by the time the city was incorporated, Plainfield had a very effective fire 
department. It coatinued to be an independent organization until 1888, being controlled by a Board of 
Fire Commissioners. In the year above named the city assumed charge of the department, and placed it 
under the control of a committee composed of members of the Common Council. It has been greatly 
improved and enlarged, and now consists of a force of 145 firemen, under the command of a chief and 
two assistants. These officers, together with the drivers of the fire apparatus and engineers, receive a 
salary, but the rank and file volunteer their services without pay. Notwithstanding, the discipline is ex- 
cellent, and the department has reached a degree of efficiency not exceeded by that of any similar organiza- 
tion in the country. The apparatus at present consists of two modern steam fire engines, three hose car- 
riages, and a Hayes truck with a sixty-five foot extension ladder. Owing to the high water pressure sup- - 
plied by the water works the services of the steam engines are brought into requisition on rare occasions 
only. The department is well housed, but as a chemical engine and hook and ladder truck are about to 
be added to the apparatus, a large and handsome building is now in course of erection on East Second 
street, between Park and Watchung avenues, where there will be accommodations for these as well as for 
one of the steam engines before mentioned. 

Prior to the passage of the act incorporating the city of Plainfield, the guardians of the peace con- 
sisted of a force of constables, who were very effective in the discharge of their duties. The city charter 
provided for the appointment and maintenance of a police force, and one of the first acts of the common 
council, after it had been duly organized, was to appoint a chief of police, a captain, a sergeant, who 


12 PLAINFIELD AND ITS POINTS OF INTEREST. 


also acts as jail-keeper, and a number of patrolmen. At present there are ten of the latter, and although 
they are well drilled and highly disciplined the force is hardly large enough to patrol the growing city, 
particularly the outskirts, and it is altogether probable that it will be increased before very long. As it 
is Plainfield is one of the most orderly cities in New Jersey. Tramps and rough characters give it a wide 
berth, as their cases are summarilly dealt with by the police. The jail is very convenient to that portion of 
the city this class of toughs are apt to frequent, and not much ceremony is shown them. _ If they don’t 
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leave town quicker than they got there, they are sure to have plenty of time to repent in the lock-up, 
that they didn’t take the hint to disappear. No vagrants need apply at Plainfield, as the city can strug- 
gle along without the stimulus of their presence. 


PLAINFIBLD'S SCHOOLS AND CHURCHES, 


There are no surer or better indices of the moral status and tone of a community than are to be 
found in the number and character of its schools and churches. In this respect Plainfield is particularly 
blest, and in matters educational and religious, she is as far advanced as it is only natural to expect such 
a city would be. In common with those of other country villages of the period the children of Plainfield, 
during the first hundred years of its existence had few opportunities to acquire an education. The in- 
struction afforded was of the most rudimentary character, and fortunate, indeed, were those who were 
able to get six months of schooling in the year. The instructors were for the most part men or women, 
who engaged in other pursuits, still had a little time which they might profitably employ in teaching the 
young idea how to shoot. The three “Rs’’ constituted the course of instruction in these dame or cob- 
bler’s schools, and it was little better when the district schools came to take their place, for while they 
afforded opportunity for a more liberal education few of the scholars had time to avail themelves of them. 
They were needed at home to help in the duties of farm or household. Contrast these conditions with 
those existing to-day. The coming citizens of Plainfield have opportunities for obtaining knowledge in 
fields little dreamed of by their predecessors of a century ago. They are fitted to adorn the highest pro- 
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fessions, to occupy the most important positions in life. There is no limit to the possibilities that have 
been opened up to them through the grand and unsurpassed system of education provided by their elders. 

The first school building of any pretensions in Plainfield was a two-story frame structure known 
as the Academy. _It was erected in the year 1812, and was used for both school purposes and a place of 
public entertainment. A few years after it had been built, it was partially destroyed by fire, and was then 
removed to the opposite side of Front street. | The damage done by the fire was repaired and thereafter 
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the vuilding was devoted exclusively to purposes of instruction. The growth of population, brought an 
increase in refidement, and there was naturally a desire on the part of the people that their children 
should become better educated. This desire finally found expression in the founding of Plainfield Semi- 
nary, which was organized in 1833. A frame building, 40x36 feet was erected on East Front street, on a 
lot adjoining that upon which the First Presbyterian Church now stands, and for many years it was the 
pride and joy of the residents of the village, which sentiments were also bestowed, impartially, upon a 
rival seminary, which was founded in 1834 by other parties. The building occupied by this last named 
school still stands, and is used as private dwellings, having been divided in two sets of apartments. It 
stands at the corner of West Front street and Central avenue. It was a noted school in its day, and will 
be long remembered as the Plainfield Classical Institute, which name it bore during the years it flourished 
as a companion or rival, whichever you please, of the Plainfield Seminary, above mentioned. Between 
the period of the decadence of these celebrated temples of learning and the date of the introduction of 
the public school system in the State of New Jersey, private schools, the most noted of which was that 
conducted by Mr. J. O. Mauriac, furnished the chief educational facilities in the village. The year in 
which the township was created, 1847, saw the first public schools opened in Plainfield. There was no 
handsome building, no well arranged desks or comfortable seats. An old hat factory, that had long been 
disused, served as a school house, and scholars sat on long benches, or in stiff-backed seats at uncomfort- 
able desks. One of the schools was located on West Front street, and a cabinet-maker’s shop, which has 
since become the store of a prominent grocer on East Front street, served as the domicile of the other 
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In 1848, through the efforts of Dr. Charles H. Stillman, a most public spirited man, the State Legislature 
passed a law enabling Plainfield to raise funds to pay for the erection and equipment of a suitable school 
building. _In the following year a frame structure was put up on Fourth street, and for many years this 
was the only public school building of which Plainfield could boast. It was, however, the beginning of a 
splendid. school system that has no superior in the land. 

Plainfield has now five school houses, which have been built on the most approved sanitary lines, and 


THE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH. 


with special reference to the purpose to which they have been built. They are handsome, substantial 
brick. structures named for celebrated statesmen or men of letters, viz: Washington, Franklin, Irving, 
Bryant and Stillman. Some idea may be formed concerning the character of these structures from the fact 
that the average value of school property in Plainfield is nearly double that of any other city or town in the 
State. As to the methods of instruction and the opportunities afforded for acquiring a liberal education, not too 
much can be said in praise of the schools of Plainfield. They are carefully graded on a system that insures the 
best possible results and there is every opportunity offered the scholar to fit himself or herself for the 
highest walks of life. In the higher classes every useful branch of knowledge is carefully and conscien- 
tiously taught, and when the scholar graduates from the high school, he is prepared for a collegiate course 
if he cares to enter college. The teachers here are selected with a view to their fitness for the duties 
they are to perform, and the standard they are expected to reach before they are deemed to be qualified 
to assume those duties, is a high one. Every effort is made to interest the pupils in their studies, and to 
assist them in obtaining the full benefit of the opportunities opened to them in these excellent schools. 
Consequently the number of graduates at the end of a course is larger, and the degree of proficiency in 
studies greater, than is to be found in most public schools. 

There are few cities of its size that is possessed of so many or such fine churches as are to be seen 
in Plainfield. In the early days of the settlement the Quakers.were in the majority, and they are still 
represented by the venerable meeting house which stands on Watchung avenue, just south of North ave- 
nue, For over eighty years their’s was the only place of public worship in the village—or, we should say 
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hamlet—for it was little more than that for many years after the Friends firstcame here. The Baptists were 
the first of the so-called regular religious denominations to found a society here. They were but a handful, 
but they made up in devoutness and earnestness what they lacked in numbers, and there is a no more flourish- 
ing and influential religious body to-day than the Baptist Church at Plainfield. Their first church, a small 
frame building, was erected in 1818. Now they have three imposing structures in various parts of the 


city, and their membership is among the largest, and is composed largely of the wealthiest people of 
the place. 


THE CRESCENT AVENUE (2d Pres.) CHURCH. 


Many Scotch emigrants were attracted to this part of the country in the early part of the present 
century, and with their coming came the Presbyterian Church, which was the next to open a place of wor- 
ship here. Their first church building was erected in 1825, but after the society outgrew its first home, 
the old structure, which is still standing, was converted into dwellings sufficiently large to accommodate two 
families. The Presbyterian society is now represented by four handsome churches, which are among the 
finest ornaments of the city. Their congregations are large and constantly growing, and include many of 
the most influential citizens and their families, 

The first Methodist Episcopal Church in Plainfield was established in 1832. The society put up a 
small building, which they were finally compelled to sell, as the quarters soon became too cramped to ac- 
commodate all who who wished to attend. The society, however, retained possession of the lot on which 
the building had stood, and subsequently erected a fine building on its site. The old building, which was 
removed to a lot adjoining Laing’s hotel, was for many years used as a public hall, When the hotel was 
torn down some years since to make way for public improvements, the old church, then and for many 
years previously, known as Laing’s Hall, was removed to Madison avenue, where we believe it may still 
be seen. Two other Methodist Episcopal churches have since been established in Plainfield, and that de- 
nomination, by virtue of its strength in numbers, and the sincerity and devoutness which characterises its 
members, holds a high place in the religious element of the community. The Seventh Day Baptists or- 
ganized a society here in 1835, building on Central avenue. Their first church building was also con- 
verted into a dwelling, having been removed to West Third street. 

Grace Protestant Episcopal Church was not founded until 1852, although services had been held 
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for about six months before the parish was formally organized, the meetings being held in the village 
school house. Its building, which was one of the most imposing in the line of church edifices that had 
been attrmpted up to that time, stood on Front street, near Richmond avenue, the ground having been 
donated by Mahlon Vail and David Rockwell. The church was completed and dedicated in 1854, but 
was not consecrated until 1870. The first Rector, the Rev. Philemon E. Coe, received no compensation 
during the seven years of his pastorate. The building was enlarged and beautified in 1863, and further 


GRACE EPISCOPAL CHURCH. 


additions were made to it in 1870, but many of the members were dissatisfied with its location, and in 
1875 the church was removed to Sycamore street, between Sixth and Seventh streets, where it was placed 
on the back of the lot, a fine new building being erected as a new church home. This was occupied until 
the present church, which was begun in 1891, was ready for occupancy. In the meantime three other 
churches of the same denomination had been established in the city, either as offshoots of Grace Church, 
or as independent parishes, and all are in a highly flourishing condition to-day. 

The Catholics of Plainfield are strong in numbers at the present day, although their church was not 
established here until within comparatively recent years. There are now two parishes, possessed of hand- 
some churches, fine schools, and are doing a grand work. Beside the church societies already enum- 
erated Plainfield has two Dutch Reformed churches, a Congregational and a Unitarian church, each of 
which is in a prosperous condition, and has a steadily growing membership. 

The Young Men’s Christian Association of Plainfield is one of the strongest and most prosperous 
in the State. Its beginning dates from the year 1867, among its founders being such prominent and earn- 
est men as Francis E. Marsh, W. P. Humbert, Henry Smith, Chas. H. Horton, M. D., James W. Jackson, 
A. Wiley, Jr., H. Otis Newman, Alexander Gilbert, C. H. Moorhouse, Robert E. Brand, A. F. Campbell, 
Thomas Y. Bainbridge, R. M. Stelle, E. N. Dunn, W. R. Clarkson and Nelson Runyon. Its first meetings were 
held in the Mundy and Parse building, from where the young association moved to more pleasant and 
convenient rooms in the Vanderbeek Building. Here it remained until 1885, when larger quarters be- 
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came necessary, and these were found in Van Deventer’s building on East Front street. They consisted 
of a large and well furnished reading room, a comfortable parlor, and a fine hall for public meetings, But 
the association has continued to grow, and what were considered roomy quarters have become altogether 
too small to accommodate it, and therefore the association has erected a beautiful building on East Front 
street, near Watchung avenue, which is a model in its way, and will fully satisfy all the needs that had 
begun to be so seriously felt in its old rooms. The association now has a library of about 1,500 volumes, 
but this will no doubt be largely augmented in the néar future. Its reading rooms and public meetings 
are open to all young men of good character, and the association is doing a noble work in keeping this 
class of the rising generation in the paths of rectitude. Young men cannot find a more pleasant place to 
spend an evening than in the comfortable reading room of the Young Men’s Christian Association, where 
they have free access to the leading magazines, weekly journals and the best newspapers. The present 
membership of the Association is about 500, but it will not long remain at this figure, as the number of 
those who desire to secure all of the benefits it offers is constantly increasing. 

The culture and refinement of the people of Plainfield find expression in many ways, but in none 
more characteristic than in the maintenance of a public library and museum, of which any city might well 
be proud. The Plainfield Public Library and Reading Room was founded in 1881, under the act of the New 
Jersey Legislature, passed in March, 1879, authorizing any city in the State to establish such an institu. 
tion, and levy atax of a fifth of a mill per capita, annually, for its support. In the beginning it was housed 
in a room, in the Stelle Building, which had been hired for the purpose by the Common Council. It was 
scarcely more than a reading room at first, the “library” consisting of about one hundred and fifty volumes, 
chiefly works of reference and history, that had been bought or donated. However, the principal 
American magazines and papers, and a number of foreign quarterlies were kept on file, and the “ Library” 
was considered to be a pleasant place to spend an hour or two, by a certain class of citizens who delight 
in literature of whatever kind. In 1884 a proposition made by the Hon. Job Male, at the instance of 
Mr. A. C. Baldwin, gave an impetus to the undertaking which speedily elevated the institution to the 
status of a real library. Mr. Male’s proposition was to the effect that provided the citizens raised a fund 
of $20,000 by subscription, devoting $10,000 to the purchase of books and the balance to works of art, he 
would donate a lot and erect a library building, which on completion was to be turned over to the city. 
Through the exertions and unremitting zeal of Mr. Baldwin, the subscription fund was completed within 
two years, the library building was finished and duly handed over to a Board of Trustees, appointed by 
the Common Council, and in 1886 the institution was thrown open to the public. In honor of the gen- 
erous donor of the structure, the name of the Job Male Library, Art Gallery and Museum was conferred 
upon it. The library, which is a large, square building, although without architectural pretensions, is ad- 
mirably adapted to the purpose to which it has been put. It is centrally located at the corner of Park 
avenue and Fifth street. At the present time it contains about 9,000 volumes, covering all branches of 
literature. It is a circulating library, the average number of books taken out each month being about 
fifteen hundred. The library and reading room are on the main floor, the rooms above being devoted to 
the art gallery and museum, and a remarkable and widely celebrated collection of porcelains and 
cloissonné ware, which in some respects surpasses the finest collections to be found in this country, or 
even in Europe. ‘The average number of those who visit the library, art gallery and museum during each 
month, for instruction and entertainment, amounts to about 2,500. 

Philanthropy and benevolence flourish like a green bay tree in Plainfield, but of all those who by 
word and deeds have contributed to the reputation of the city in this regard, none holds a higher place in 
the esteem of the public than the Hon. Job Male. To him Plainfield practically owes her splendid pub- 
lic library, and through him the Muhlenberg Hospital became in fact what its founders proposed it 
should be, but which they were unable to make it until this noble philanthropist came to their assistance. 
The hospital was incorporated in 1877, and in 1880 Mr. Male, then a member of the Board of Governors, 
donated a plot of ground 130 feet square on Third street, near Plainfield avenue, for the site of a hos- 

\ pital building that should fulfill the expectations of its originators. The corner stone was laid in the 
( same year, and the hospital was completed and opened for the reception of patients in December, t88r. 
} The building is a fine one, of a pleasing style of architecture. It is heated throughout by steam, the 
/ ventilation and sanitary arrangements generally being as perfect as it is possible to make them. The 
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male and female wards are on opposite sides of the building, and separate rooms are. provided for oper- 
ations, and for patients who cannot be properly treated in the wards. Within the last two or three years 
the grounds have been increased by the purchase of adjoining plots, until at the present time they cover 
two and a half acres, allowing ample room for additions to the building, as they may be needed from 
time to time, beside affording pleasant gardens and lawns where the convalescent patients may more 
rapidly recover their health and strength. A staff of physicians and surgeons, composed in part of the 


— 
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most distinguished members of the medical profession in the city, is aided by a corps of thoroughly 
competent trained nurses, and the patient is sure to receive the very best treatment modern medical sci- 
ence affords. All curable cases, medical or surgical, are admitted to the hospital, and special provision 
is made for the treatment of such as are not indoor patients, and cannot afford to pay for medical treat- 
ment. The hospital has no endowment, neither is it self supporting, and is compelled, therefore, to de- 
pend upon voluntary subscriptions, which are liberally accorded by the generous citizens. 

The social element is highly developed in Plainfield, and finds expression in the variety of ways 
peculiar to a refined people. Literary, dramatic and social organizations of all kinds are numerous ; the 
fraternal, benevolent and secret orders are all represented and all have large membership. Bicycling is 
a favorite amusement in Plainfield, and the casual visitor notes with some degree of wonder the large 
number of bicyclists he sees skimming along the smooth streets and roads in and about the city. The 
Plainfield Bicycle Club is one of the best known in the country. It was started in 1880 with a member- 
ship of scarcely a dozen, and now has over one hundred members, including leading business and pro- 
fessional men. It owns a fine club house in Sycamore street, to which is attached a gymnasium, an audi- 
torium and concert hall. The club holds an annual tournament each fall, in which clubs from all parts 
of the State are invited to participate. Gold and silver prizes are awarded to victors in the various 
races. | 

Plainfield is at all times a busy city. Situated as she is in the midst of a rich agricultural coun- 
try, she is called upon to supply the wants of many villages and towns, and as a result she does not only 
an immense retail trade in the necessities of life, but is the natural wholesale depot of the small mer- 
chants of outlying districts. As yet her manufacturing interests are not numerous, but with her unriy- 
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aled location, in close proximity to two of the largest cities of the East, and the exceptional advantages 
she offers to manufacturers, she is destined in time to become a large manufacturing centre. At the 
present time there are located here two immense printing press plants and a large tool manufactory, 
which combined give employment to about two thousand hands. There is also a carpet making works 
and a number of large planing mills, and sash, blind, door and turning factories. 

The business men of Plainfield, with a view to mutual protection and improvement, and for the 
purpose of fostering and extending the feeling of fraternity and sociability that is too often lacking in 
the commercial part of a community, have recently organized a Board of Trade. The initial meeting 
was held July 1st, 1893, and the idea rapidly crystalized into the organization of a permanent associa- 
tion, of which the following well-known gentlemen and leading merchants were named as officers : 
President, Mr. George W. Rockfellow ; Vice-President, Mr. W. R. Coddington, and Secretary, Mr. 
George Halleck. Most desirable quarters have been secured in the handsome stone building, 117 and 
11g East Second street, which have been separated into rooms for smoking, reading, billiards, committee 
work and general meetings. Another important commercial organization is the Retail Grocers’ Protec- 
tive Association of Plainfield, which was organized five years ago, and now has a membership of about 
fifty. Its object is to protect retail gracers against bad debts, for no one who has failed to pay his gro- 
cer’s bill can obtain credit from any member of the association until the account is settled. It has been 
the means of saving many hundreds of dollars to its members, and through its connection with the State 
Association it has prevented many grocers in other parts of New Jersey from being victimized. 

Plainfield supports three daily and an equal number of weekly newspapers, all bright, newsy 
sheets, well edited and imbued with the spirit of enterprise and progressiveness which are prominent 
characteristics of everything pertaining to the public life of the city. The first newspaper published in 
Plainfield was the Hera:d, which first saw the light in 1835 and died early. The next venture was the 
Plainfield Union, which was issued a few years later. Its owners were blessed with ample cap- 
ital, and its success was assured from the start. In later years the name was changed to the Central 
New Jersey Times. It is a weekly publication. The Constitutionalist was launched in 1870 by a num- 
ber of citizens who were interested in the success of the Democratic party. It has had a flourishing ex- 
istence, particularly since it passed into the hands of its present proprietors. It is alsoa weekly. The 
first daily paper to be published was the Plainfield Dazly Press, whose initial number appeared in 1866. 
It supports Democratic principles, and is owned by the proprietors of the Constitutionalist. The Plain- 
field Evening Mews was founded in 1884, and is a staunch advocate of the Republican party, as is also 
the Dazly Courter, which was established in 1891 by the owner of the Central New Jersey Times. 


TRANSPORTATION FACILITIES. 


There is‘no city in the State that is better provided with facilities for rapid communication with 
the rest of the world than Piainfield. In the old days of stage coaching it was a station on the line be- 
tween New York and Philadelphia, but it did not receive much benefit from this, as few people stopped 
here, except to refresh themselves. When the railroad came the town began to wake up and before long 
it began to grow and spread. People began to find out its attractions as a place of residence, the population 
ran up to and exceeded three thousand in a very few years, and then it began to take on the appearance 
of bustle and activity, which has characterized it ever since. As the town grew, the railroad company 
found it necessary and expedient to make more frequent stops here and so the number of trains grew 
until at the present time there are thirty-three in each direction, daily. Of these fifteen are express 
trains, making the trip to or from New York within an hour. The New Jersey Centra] Railroad is one 
of the best equipped in the country. Its cars are comfortable and it is a pleasure to ride over the smooth 
road bed stretching between Plainfield and Jersey City. The sail across the river from the last named 
city to New York is almost as enjoyable as a summer excursion. ‘The boats are large, light and ‘comfort- 
ably furnished, as well as being the handsomest fleet of ferry craft on the river. 

A post office was established by the United States Government at Plainfield as early as 1808, but 
as might be supposed it was a small affair, a sort of adjunct to the general store that represented at that 
time the business interests of the village. The people were not extensive correspondents and the post- 
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master’s duties were not so arduous that he could not find time to attend to his affairs. He had more 
calls for flour and calico than inquiries for letters. Compare that with the post office of to-day, located 
in a handsome brick building in the heart of the city, with fourteen mails, in and out each day, a busi- 
ness of over $50,000 per annum in money orders and $25,000 in stamps and stamped envelopes. Since 
October, 1889, Plainfield has enjoyed free mail delivery, five deliveries being made in the business sec- 
tion, everyday, and two in the residence districts. | The mails are collected from the street boxes five 
times a day. In mail facilities Plainfield certainly enjoys exceptional advantages. 


ScoTcH PLaIns. 


; Both the Western Union and Postal Telegraph Companies have offices here, and the express busi- 
ness is handled by the Adams, United States, and several local companies. 

An act to incorporate a horse-car railroad was passed by the State Legislature in 1871, but it was 
not until some years later that the citizens of Plainfield were able to enjoy the benefits of local transport- 
ation other than that afforded by the stage lines plying between the city and neighboring villages. Several 
years ago the Plainfield Street Railroad began operations, its line extending from North avenue, through 
what is now Watchung avenue to Front street; thence through that thoroughfare to Grant avenue ; 
thence through Fourth street, terminating at Monroe avenue. The length of the line from North avenue 
to the terminus is about one and three quarter miles. The road is operated by electricity, and the cars, 
which run at frequent intervals, are large, comfortable, and make the round trip in a few minutes. During 
the past summer a branch line running through Somerset street, to Johnson’s Drive in North Plainfield 
has been completed. This line is about a mile and a quarter in length. The city is still connected with 
suburban villages by stage lines, and residents of the outskirts are conveyed from the railroad depot to 
their homes in cabs and stages at a low rate of. fare. 

Plainfield possesses several very attractive suburbs, to which there is ready access by railroad or 
stage. North Plainfield can scarcely be numbered among these, since in associations and interests it is 
practically a part of the city itself, although it is governed by a different set of officers, and has not yet 
aspired toa higher dignity than that of a borough. Scotch Plains, lying to the east of the city, about 
four miles from its center, in a quiet old country town that offers great attractions to summer visitors, 
who are not altogether able to divorce pleasure from business. I[t is near enough to New York to enable 
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those who desire to devote the day to business there, and yet have several hours, morning and evening, 
for the pleasures of existence in the country. The settlement was founded by Scotch immigrants in 
1684, the old Baptist church yard here dating from 1742. At one time Scotch Plains bid fair to outrun 
Plainfield in the line of progress, and might have become an important city in Central New Jersey, but 
for an event which put a decided damper on her aspirations and left her in isolation. During the old 
stage coaching days it was an important station on the line between New York and Philadelphia, the old 
tavern where the change of horses were made, being used even to this day as a public house. When 


West. FRONT STREET, DUNELLEN. 


the railroad came it seemed certain that Scotch Plains’ prominence as a progressive town and _ prospec- 
tive city was assured. But, alas, for her brilliant expectations! Some years later the railroad company 
concluded to straighten its line, and when the change was completed Scotch Plains found herself a mile 
from the nearest railroad station. ‘The growth of the town was checked, and until a new line of railroad 
is built, making Scotch Plains a station, her old time glories can hardly be restored. Still the town 
offers many advantages as a place of residence to those who are not ina hurry. Land is cheap, taxes 
are low, and every opportunity is offered for a quiet, peaceful life in a lovely spot, while communication 
between New York and the neighboring towns is by no means as difficult as might be imagined. The 
new station on the Central railroad was given the name of Fanwood, in honor, it is said, of a lady, the 
wife of one of the officers of the road. It is a beautiful suburban village, park like in appearance, and 
an ideal place for a country residence. Special inducements are offered to those who are seeking such a 
place, and the village is rapidly growing. A considerable retail business is done at Scotch Plains, and 
there are a number of fine stores here. A couple of miles further east lies the village of Netherwood, 
where is located the remarkable water works which supply the city of Plainfield. This also is laid out 
as a park, and is a most attractive and healthful place. A large summer hotel was erected here several 
years ago, and is well patronized by families whose heads are not able to entirely neglect their business 
during the summer months, but who yet wish to enjoy the comforts and recreations of a life in the 
country in the company of their families. There are a number of fine villas and cottages here, the 
homes of wealthy and refined people, and the village has a very promising future before it. At both 
Netherwood and Fanwood there are fine railroad depots, and frequent trains to and from New York stop 
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at these places daily. Dunellen, another interesting suburb of Plainfield, lies to the west on the line of 
the New Jersey Central railroad, just outside the city limits. The name, which has a suggestion of 
Scotch origin, was given it in honor of Edward Dunham, who was the founder of a Seventh Day Bap- 
tist society, in 1636. He lived in New Market, which is close by Dunellen, and was quite a celebrated 
man in his day. Dunellen is a separate borough, and quite a lively town, containing a number of fine 
stores and several small manufacturing establishments. It is beautifully situated, its streets are broad 
and well kept, its taxes are low, and it offers many advantages both as a place of residence and for the 
location of manufacturing plants. The celebrated Washington rock before mentioned is within the town 
limits, and there are many beautiful drives and delightful view points in the neighboring hills. Taken 
all together there is nothing lacking either in Plainfield or its surroundings to make it most desirable as 
a city in which to locate a home or establish a business. 
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GARRET Q. PACKER, 


FUKNIT ARE, 


201 to 209 PARK AVE., 


Cor. Second Street, 


PLAINFIELD, N. J. 


Nowadays it is almost impossible to judge from external appearance of the real value of an article 
of furniture. It is said that furniture was never so low-priced before, but it might better be said that 
never has the market been so flooded with furniture made cheap to sell cheap. As all is not gold that 
glitters, so is high polish not an evidence of durability in furniture. What appears in the store to be a 
very handsome, substantial chair, table or bedstead, at a “ridiculously low price,’ will often be 
found, after very brief usage, to be a dear bargain. The only safeguard for the buyer who wants full 
value for his money, is to buy only from dealers of established reputation, such as Mr. Garret Q. Packer, 
of 201 to 209 Park avenue. At this establishment every article of furniture, bedding and upholstery, 
of whatever kind, is exactly what it is represented to be. There is no cheap work, no substitution of 
poor stock for good materials, but prices are proportionately lower than those of many other establish- 
ments where the goods are of much poorer quality. At Mr. Packer’s store, which has a frontage of sev- 
enty feet, and a depth of eighty-seven, and occupies four floors, a most complete line of artistic and 
substantial furniture is to be seen, as well as a stock of baby carriages of the best make and finest de 
sign. Mr. Packer also makes a specialty of custom upholstery in parlor furniture, manufacturing from 
special designs. He is assisted by a force of competent clerks, and callers may be sure of prompt and 
courteous attention. 
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Leggett’s Pharmacy, 
Front Street, Corner Park Ave- 
nue, Plainfield, N. J. It is a 
fact, though few appear to re- 
alize it, that whatever credit 
attaches to the healing of the 
sick is due in almost as great 
measure to the pharmacist as 
to-the physician. The phar- 
macy laws of New Jersey require 
the most intimate knowledge, 
on the part of the would-be 
druggist, with every detail of 
the profession, and years of 
study and training are requisite 
to fita man for the practice of 
the profession. When to all 
this is added a long practical 
experience in cne of the most 
prominent pharmacies in the 
country, it will be seen at once 
that a druggist, who has been 
through such a course, is hardly 
second to the doctor, in all 
cases of illness. Mr. J. H. 
Leggett, the proprietor of the 
Central Pharmacy at Front 
street and Park avenue, is such 
a man as we have described. He is a graduate of the New York College of Pharmacy, one of the fore- 
most of its kind in the world, and is, of course, registered under the stringent pharmacy laws of this State. 
He isa thoroughly practical man, having received no small part of his training in the famous house of 
Caswell, Massey & Co., of New York. For years he managed the Central Pharmacy under the old pro- 
prietor, Hoe. Reynolds, the successor of Reynolds & Stelle, who founded the establishment over twenty 
years ago. Since he became proprietor of this drug store, the business has increased wonderfully, and it 
is now one of the best paying and most. popular pharmacies in Plainfield. |The store has a frontage of 
twenty-five feet on Front street and runs back eighty feet on Park avenue. In the rear, also opening on 
Park avenue, is a large laboratory and prescription department. In the cellar are six vaults for the stor- 
age of valuable drugs and chemicals, also for fruit juices and mineral waters, and, connecting with the 
store, is a spacious room, also used for storage purposes. Mr. Leggett carries a very extensive and costly 
line of drugs and chemicals, yet his prices are the same.as those found in less important establishments. 
Recently he has put in a beautiful art- tile soda fountain, and a soda water counter of pink Tennessee 
marble, fifteen feet long. | He makes ail his syrups, and uses nothing but pure fruit juices, which he ex- 
presses himself. He controls the sale of Huyler’s celebrated candies in Plainfield, being the sole agent in 
this city of that firm, and he always carries a full line of these delicious confections, which he sells at the 
same prices as those named by the firm in New York. Altogether Leggett’s Central Pharmacy is one of 
the best arranged, and most fully equipped in the city. Five clerks are necessary to attend to the large 
prescription and general drug business, and there are no unseemly waits in his store. Mr. Leggett is a 
thorough going man of business and a conscientious and able pharmacist. 


Geo. H. Leland & Bro., Tinning, Plumbing and Gas Fitting, Heating, Furnace work, etc., 
Jobbing a Specialty. Estimates Cheerfully Given. 130 Central Avenue, Plainfield, N. J. That an 
ounce of prevention is worth a pound of cure is a well known maxim, due observance of which would 
prevent many cases of serious illness, particularly those arising from defective plumbing. The poisonous 
nature of sewer gas is known to most people, many of whom go on incurring its dangers and exposing 
their families to its baleful influences, for the want of a little caution and the services of a practical 
plumber. There are many plumbers in Plainfield who make a specialty of sanitary work, but no one of 
them has more experience or ability in this line than Messrs. Leland & Bro., whose store and shop are at 
130 Central avenue, and who have a long established and prosperous business, based on their expert 
knowledge, and their prompt attention to the wants of customers, combined with moderate charges and 
the most satisfactory work. As plumbers, steam and gas fitters, they have no superiors, while they are 
specialists in the work of supplying or setting up heating apparatus of every description. All kinds of 
tinning is done by them at short notice, and at the most reasonable rates. Those who have need of such 
services as they are prepared to render, will save time and expense by calling upon Messrs. Leland & 
Bro., and may be sure the work will be done in the most scientific and satisfactory manner. 
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L Neely Edsall, Notions, Dry Goods, Fancy Goods, Carpets, Oil Cloths, Mattings, Etc., (new loca- 
tion) Babcock Building, corner Front Street and Madison Avenue, Plainfield, N. J. About seventeen 
years ago‘the firm of Edsall & Price established themselves in the dry goods business, on one of the prom- 
inent thoroughfares of Plainfield. From a rather modest .beginning it rose to be one of the foremost 
concerns of its character in this section of New Jersey. It depended for its success upon nothing but the 
quality of the goods it offered to the public, and to its thorough reliability in every representation made, 
in addition to the fact that prices on everything were marked as low as quality would permit. When the 
successor of this firm took charge of the business about.ten years ago, he determined to carry out these 
principles, and, as a result, the measure of his success has been so great, that his business demanded 
more room, and in a very short time it will be removed to the new Babcock Building, on Front street and 


_ \fadison avenue, where the most elegant and commodious quarters are now being prepared for it. Here 
the main store will be 56 feet wide by 175 feet deep, with such additional room as the various depart- 
ments of such a big business may demand. Notwithstanding the near approach of the date of removal, 


Mr. Edsall is not, by any means, permitting his stock to deteriorate from lack of renewal. Now, as ever, 
he is prepared to supply the demand for whatever is newest and best in the dry goods and kindred branch. 
es, and the buyer may always be sure of getting what he or she wants at this store, and at prices that are 
as low as the lowest anywhere. The store is to be conducted as a New York department store. Mr. Edsall 
has a large and efficient corps of clerks, and all who call receive the most prompt and courteous treat- 
ment. 


Doane & Edsall, Foot Wear, Shoes to Measure, Repairing in all its Branches, (new location) 
Babcock Building, corner of Front Street and Madison Avenue, The One Price Boot and Shoe House, 
Plainfield, N. J. Not one person in a hundred is capable of judging, by appearances, the quality and dur- 
ability of a shoe, and what the average person does not know about footwear, would if written, fill a very large 
sized volume. Most people suppose, erroneously, that a tight fit isa good fit, and suffer unnecessary and un- 
told agony in consequence. Somebody has said that more trouble has been caused in this world by ill fitting 
shoes than by bad hearts, and he was about right. All this indicates that it is better to depend upon your 
shoemaker, than upon your own judgment, in the matter of footgear. Not that kind of dealer who is more 
intent upon present sales, than upon future custom, but such an old and reliable house as Messrs. Doane 
& Edsall. They can fit you and suit you, in any style of boot or shoe you may desire, and at prices that 
would make the wisest buyers’ eyes open widely, while the quality of their goods is the best the market 
affords. This business, which is one of the most substantial and reliable of its character in Plainfield, was 
established in 1885 by Messrs. Doane & Van Arsdale and passed into the hands of the present firm last 
year. It has increased to such an extent that its quarters, at No. 22 West Front street, 25x100 feet, could 
no longer accommodate it, and it is about to remove to the elegant Babcock Building, at Front street and 
Madison avenue, where there is ample room, and where the large and superior stock can be shown to 
much better advantage. 


Metropolitan Livery and Boarding Stables, Coaches, Close Carriages, Park Phzetons 
Surries, Buggies, Pony Phztons and Saddle Horses, Horses Boarded by the Day, Week or Month, Espec- - 
ial Accommodations for Transient Trade, Furniture Moved in Vans and Stored in Separate Rooms, 
Carriages Taken for Storage, Horses Bought, Sold and Exchanged. Telephone Call, 172. Office and 
Stables, 147 and 149 North Avenue, Opposite Railroad Depot, Plainfield, N. J. Although the manage- 
ment of the Metropolitan Livery Stables passed into the hands of Mr. H. E. Rider scarcely a year ago he 
has made of it a vast and prosperous enterprise, which is a credit to himself and to the city of Plainfield. 
There is no finer nor better equipped stable in the country, and everything connected with it is of the 
highest class. Mr. Day, the manager, isa native of New York, and has all the business energy of a resident 
of the Empire State. He is an old livery man and there is no detail of the business that he is not thoroughly 
posted on. The premises occupied by the Metropolitan Stables are 50 feet wide, and run from North 
avenue through to East Second street, a distance of fully 200 feet, and two floors are required for the ac- 
commodation of the business. They have on hire at all hours, a large variety of the most stylish turnouts, 
including coaches, close carriages, park phetons, surreys, buggies, pony phetons and every other descrip- 
tion of vehicle. Their horses are of the finest stock, and their saddle horses are particularly desirable 
animals. At the Metropolitan stables the best board and care for horses is to be found, and special accom- 
modations are provided for transient trade, as well as storage for carriages. The moving problem is 
solved in the most acceptable manner by the fine vans of the Metropolitan, and those who desire furniture 
stored and well-protected against moths, dust and other destroying agencies, will be accommodated with 
separate rooms. The office and stables are at 147 and 149 North avenue, directly opposite the railroad 
depot. Mr. Rider in connection with his other stable business, also makes a specialty of buying and sell- 
ing fine horses. 
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ED WA ED Whar Bs, 


Dry ard Fancy Goods, House Furnishings, 


RUGS, MATTING, CURTAINS, 
182 Wi PRON DT ST), is Asti 27 Ian oe 


It is not always those who talk the loudest who make the greatest impression upon their hearers 
And this applies to the dry goods trade equally with every other branch of endeavor in this life. Mr. 
Edward White allows his goods to speak for themselves, though it must not be imagined that he lacks 
any of the enterprise of the modern merchant. He doesn’t. He tells the public what he has to sell. 
presents the goods in the most convenient and desirable manner, makes his prices as low as it is possible 
to place them, but doesn’t trouble about the results. He knows that the buyers of Plainfield and vicinity 
recognize a good thing when they see it, for in his experience as a leading dry goods merchant, extend- 
ing over a period of 14 years, his methods have received the most emphatic commendation, and his 
business has grown to extremely large proportions. No other store dealing in the commodities handled 
by Mr. White is better equipped to supply the great variety of wants in dry goods, fancy goods and 
notions than White’s. Everything in the way of staple commodities is carried in his stock and in ad- 
dition he has a long line of novelties to which he is constantly adding. A visit to his store at 18 West 
Front street will convince any one that here is the Mecca of the shopper, for not only is the stock as 
large and as varied as that to be found in any first-class establishment in the country, but prices are 
phenomenally low, and full value is guaranteed in every case. The premises occupied are commodious, 
as befits an establishment dealing in such a select variety of goods. The main store is 30 feet wide and 
160 feet deep, with an ell in the rear, 25x50 feet in dimensions. The second floor is 75x25 feet, and is 
reached by an easy flight of steps, and above this is the third floor, 75x25 feet, all being well stocked. 
with everything that is desirable in the line of dry goods, furnishings, etc. 


Tobin & Addis, Plumbers 
and Sanitary Specialties. Telephone 
148. 191 North Avenue, Plainfield, 
N. J. So much has been spoken and 
written in recent years on the sub- 
ject of sanitary plumbing, and sani- 
tation in general, that the public 
have come to fully appreciate the vast 
importance of this great principle, 
and the plumber who has not fully 
mastered its intricacies, or has not the 
skill to apply them, is left far behind 
in the race for popular favor. Messrs. 
Tobin & Addis, of Plainfield, appreci- 
ate to the full the advance that has been 
made in sanitation within recent years, 
and knowing that the public demand 
the most thorough and perfect work 
in this direction, have prepared them- 
selves in the most practical manner to 
meet the requirements for scientific 

= work in their line. The business, 
which was established in 1889 by Messrs. Tobin & Enander, came into the hands of the present firm in 
1892, and by energy, ability and industry, they have made of it a splendid enterprise. At their 
fine establishment, 191 North avenue, is to be found as complete a line of sanitary specialties, all of the 
latest and most approved designs, to be seen anywhere in the country. The store 1s large and light, and 
the various appliances, from kitchen sinks to porcelain lined bath tubs are displayed to the best _advan- 
tage to show their superior points. Messrs. Tobin & Addis are prepared to execute all their work 
promptly, their force of 17 men, all practical sanitary plumbers, enabling them to give the earliest atten- 
tion to patrons, while their charges, considering the quality of the work and the character of the stock, 


are remarkably low. 
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| U. B. CRANE, 
Hatter and Furnisher, Trunks and Umbrellas, 


GLOVES AND RUBBER GOODS, 
120 WEST FRONT STREET, - - - - - - PLAINFIELD, N. J. 


The most successful buyer is he who can distinguish the difference between cheap goods and those 
which are made to sell at cheap prices. A shirt that sells for $1.00 or a tie that may be considered 
cheap at 25 cents, do not always merit the confidence of the buyer. In fact, there is just as much differ- 
ence in the goods of different merchants as there is between daylight and dark, but it takes a buyer of 
most acute perceptions to distinguish it. Therefore, if you find that instead of buying a bargain you 
have been taken in, blame nobody but yourself, but the next time go to a reliable store like that of Mr. 
U. B. Crane, which has a reputation founded on fifteen years’ practical experience in supplying the male 
portion of the public with the most desirable patterns, styles and quality of furnishing gods, hats, caps, 
umbrellas, rubber goods and gloves, at prices that defy competition. Everything purchased at Crane’s 
is exactly what it is represented to be. He carries no cheap John stock, but he can suit you in quality, 
workmanship and style, at prices that make some very low priced stores look dear by comparision. His 
establishment, which comprises two. floors, 25x60 feet each, is one of the largest in the gentlemen’s 
furnishing goods trade in this portion of the State, and the man would be hard to suit, indeed, who is un- 
able to find just what he wants at Crane’s. 


Edward Love, Interior Dec- 
orator, Wall Paper, Artists’ Mater- 
ials, Stationery, Paints and Oils, cor- 
ner of North and Watchung Avenues, 
Plainfield, N. J. One of the most 
complete establishments of its kind 
in Central New Jersey is that of Mr. 
Edward Love, who, since 1886, has 
held a prominent place among the 
decorators of Plainfield, and the po- 
sition he holds has been earned by 
the force of ability and square deal- 
ing. All of his work bears evidence 
of painstaking care, and a desire to 
give his patrons the best that is at- 
tainable in return for their confidence 
in him. He uses nothing but the 
best material, whether the work be 
interior decorating, paper hanging or 
house painting, and as he employs 
only the most competent workmen, 
whatever he undertakes in his line, is 
sure to be well done. Beside the 
practical department of his business, 
Mr. Love carries an extensive line of 
paints, colors and artists’ materials, 
as well as a most varied assortment 
of wall paper, at his store, corner of 
North and Watchung avenues. Being 
engaged in engraving wall paper pat- 
tern, in which business he employs 
an average of twenty artists, and 
having placed before him almost 
daily the latest and most beautiful 
designs, Mr. Love has exceptional facilities for selecting wall papers, and the most exacting taste can 
be satisfied from the extensive stock he has constantly on hand. Estimates for all work in his various 
departments will be promptly and cheerfully given, and orders entrusted to him will be executed, with 
the'greatest dispatch. 


> 
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Marsh, Ayers & Co., (Successors 
to W. F. Adams), Dealers in Paints, Oils, 
Glass, Wall Paper, Etc. Work Done 
Promptly in a First-Class Manner. Esti- 
mates Furnished. Old No. 29 East Front 

got ATER. Street. In a place of such active and 
Y i . steady growth as Plainfield, there is a con- 
ay ‘A M a stant demand for first-class work, in paint- 

Le $ ing, decorating and paper hanging, and 
those in this department of industry, who 
wish to keep up with the procession, must 
possess special qualifications and facilities 
for meeting the exacting requirements of 
the people. Messrs. Marsh, Ayers & Co. 
have demonstrated their fitness and ability 
to undertake the finest work in the line of 
decorating, and as a result are among the 
leaders in this branch of business in 
the central part of New Jersey. They 
employ artists who have had long experience in the most celebrated decorating and frescoing houses 
in the country, such as Fr. Beck, Warren, Fuller & Co., and the Pottier Stymus Company, consequently, 
no finer work is to be seen anywhere than that done by Messrs. Marsh, Ayers & Co. They are the suc- 
cessors of one of the oldest houses in the city, that which was founded over twenty years ago by Mr. W. 
F. Adams, and claims to be, as well, the largest firm dealing in painters’ supplies. It must not, however, 
be supposed that they confine their attention exclusively to these two branches. They do a very large 
business in general house painting, paper hanging, etc., as may be inferred from the fact that they employ 
an average of 35 men the year ’round, and, in the Spring and Fall months, they have as many as 100 on 
their pay roll at times. Their store and shops are located centrally at 29 East Front street, and occupy a 
building, 20x65 feet in dimensions., All work is done promptly and in a first-class manner, and the fact 
that they do a business averaging $40,000 per annum, shows in what esteem they are held by the house 
owners of Plainfield and vicinity. 


23 


B.S. Braider, Dealer in Choice Family Groceries, No. 110 Somerset Street, Plainfield, N. J. 
The grocery trade, it is safe to say, includes in its management a larger amount of experienced business 
talent than is to be found in connection with many other purely mercantile branches of industry. This 
is largely the result of the fact that it deals in the absolute necessities of life, which people must and will 
have in the best possible form. A progressive and responsible house in this line of trade must show the 
ability to intelligently and acceptably meet the means of the people, this being a most positive essen- 
tial to success. Possessing these qualifications in a high degree, Mr. B.S. Braider has naturally as- 
sumed a leading position among first-class grocers. THis store at 110 Somerset street, Plainfield, is a 
model in its way. In dimensions it is 18x65 feet, and is stocked with the choicest selections of family 
groceries, conveniently and attractively displayed. Mr. Braider began business in this city in 1885, and 
has met with unvarying success from the beginning. He is careful to select none but the best goods, 
and consequently has a widespread reputation as a reliable and straightforward dealer. In addition to a 
complete stock of staple and fancy groceries, Mr. Braider carries a very fine line of fresh fruits and veg- 
etables, which sells at the lowest market rate. - In fact, his prices for all goods in his line are very rea- 
sonable. He has three assistants, insuring prompt and polite attention to the wants of his patrons. 


Henry Eggerding, Manufacturer of and Dealer in Choice Domestic Cigars, No. 121. Park 
Avenue, Plainfield, N. J. There is but one sure way of distinguishing a good cigar, and that is to 
smoke it, for in spite of the claims of self styled “experts,’’ we question if there be a man living who 
can infallibly judge by any other means. Examination will tell whether a cigar is well made or not, 
and whether it is well seasoned or not, but beyond this it avails but little, and therefore the smoker has 
one surety that he will not be imposed upon, and that is the reputation of the dealer from whom he buys. 
Mr. Henry Eggerding has long had the name of selling thoroughly satisfactory cigars at moderate 
prices, and this name is so well deserved that we feel.that we can do our readers no. greater service than 
to call their attention to this gentleman’s establishment at No. 121 Park avenue, for here may be found a 
remarkably complete assortment of cigars, while the prices are as satisfactory as are the goods themselves. 
The store occupied is 25x75 feet in size, and Mr. Eggerding is a manufacturer and dealer in choice do- 
mestic cigars, giving work to five capable and competent assistants. He 1s a native of Germany, and has 
carried on his present enterprise here since 1876, having come to this town from North Plainfield, where 
he started in 1875. 
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M. M. Dunham, Insurance and Real Estate (old No. 7; new No. 109), East Front Street, 
Plainfield, N. J. The many natural advantages possessed by Plainfield as a place of business and a resi- 
dence locality of the highest order, give to the real estate interests a special prominence, and to the in- 
surance business an importance that is second to none. Among the insurance and real estate men of 
Plainfield, Mr. M. M. Dunham holds a high place, not only on account of his ability and integrity, but 
because of the extent and magnitude of his interests. As the agent of seven of the leading and most 
substantial companies in the world, he is in a position to offer exceptional advantages to those who wish 
to protect their property interests by adequate fire insurance. Asa result he has alargeclientage among 
the business men and property owners of the city. As areal estate agent he commands great facilities 
in both buying and selling, and is always in a position to place or secure desirable property. He has 
been interested in some of the most important transactions of this kind in the city, and the able manner 
in which he handles the details of his business, has won the esteem and respect of all. -His is an old 
established business having been founded in 1845 by Mr. Zachariah Webster, who was succeeded by 
Mr. Frank Webster, he by Mr. O. B. Leonard, Mr. lbunham’s immediate predecessor. His office is at 
7 East Front street (new No. 109), where he occupies two fine rooms on the second floor. 


East FRONT STREET. 


James A. Harned, The Dairy and Delicatessen, Foreign and Domestic Cheese, Eggs, Pickles, 
Salt and Smoked Fish, Milk, Buttermilk, Pot Cheese and Canned Goods. A Full Line of Cigars. 
Goods Delivered. 44 West Front Street, Plainfield, N. J. No resident of Plainfield at all familiar with 
the town would consider our sketch of its history complete did we not make extended mention of “The 
Dairy and Delicatessen,” which can be found at No. 44 West Front street, with Mr. James A. Harned 
as its genial proprietor. ‘The business in question was inaugurated by this gentleman during the early 
part of the current year. Every housekeeper welcomed his new enterprise in this neighberhood, for it 
was an institution the need of which had long been felt by the public. Fresh country milk, cream and 
eggs are all articles in which we are frequently “fooled,” (if we may be pardoned for using the expres- 
sion), we mean to say that some unscrupulous grocers and milkmen make it so unpleasant with their 
“900d” (oleo) butter, “fresh” (decayed) eggs and “pure” (chalk) milk, that when a man comes and starts 
up an honest business in this line he becomes popular with a hitherto outraged public. Such was and is 
the case in hand. Mr. Harned started out on the “square”’ with his customers, and before he knew it be- 
gan to do a good business. The premises occupied consists of one store, 25x50 feet in dimensions, and 
is one of the only kind in this town. A full line is always carried of foreign and domestic cheese, eggs, 
pickles, saltand smoked fish, buttermilk, pot cheese and canned goods, home-made bread and cake, 
sweet cream, etc., etc. Three reliable clerks are kept busy, while all goods are delivered free to any part 
of the town. 
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FE. M. Hulett, Music Dealer, 
324 West Front Street, Plainfield, N. J. 
The purchaser of a piano is often ca- 
joled into paying a high price for an in- 
different instrument, by the allusions of 
the guileless dealer to “inside figures” 
and “special rates.’ These phrases 
mean little or nothing, as the buyer ul- 
timaiely discovers, when it is too late to 
avail himself of the knowledge. The fact 
is that pianos and all fine musical instru- 
ments, are as standard as wheat or flour, 
and are sold ona fair margin of profit, no 
more, no less, except a few makes for 
the “name” of whose maker an extra 
charge is made. Therefore the buyer 
would do just as well in purchasing from 
the local dealer as in going to any large 
house in other places. In Plainfield 
special facilities are offered to buyers of 
pianos, as well as other musical instru- 
ments, sheet music, etc., in the establish- 
ment of Mr. F. M. Hulett, who began business here a year ago, but who already has acquired an exten- 
sive trade among the cultured people of the city and vicinity, His store, which is centrally located, is one 
of the handsomest in Plainfield, in appearance more like a well appointed parlor than a business estab- 
lishment, yet for all that a place of great business activity, for it is one of the very few stores in this sec- 
tion, wh re music lovers can be sure of getting just what they want at reasonable prices. Mr. Hulett’s 
stock contains, beside a line of the finest and best makes of pianos and other musical instruments, a com- 
plete assortment of classic and popular music in book and sheet form, and in fact everything that 
goes to complete the stock of a high grade music store. Mr. Hulett also has a fine hall nearly 
opposite his store, where instruction is given in dancing and music, both vocal and instrumental. 


Charles M. Ulrich, Dealer in all Kinds of Fresh, Salt and Smoked Meats, Curer of the “ Cres- 
cent Brand” of Hams, Shoulders, Baccn and Beef Tongues, Fine Sausages a Specialty, 153 West Front 
Street, Plainfield, N. J. Although every individual business transaction has attending circumstances 
peculiar to itself, so that no set rule can be applied to every case, there are certain bed rock principles 
which it is always well to remember, and which have just as much force in the purchase of provisions as in 
any other money transaction. Of these, one that every careful buyer. will appreciate is, “buy of the 
manufacturer, whenever possible,” and another is “buy of those whose headquarters are nearest you.” 
The observation of these principles means the saving of time and money, and if you are disposed to put 
them into operation, which we suppose you, as a representative of nineteenth century progressiveness, 
are more than willing to do, we would recommend to you, Mr. Chas. M. Ulrich, of 153 West Front 
street, who can serve you with all manner of the choicest fresh, salted and smoked meats, at the very 
lowest market rates. It is needless to say, that the quality of the stock he offers is exceptionally fine. The 
fact that he does one of the largest businesses in his line in the city, is evidence enough of that. He does 
not have to depend upon others for supplies of salted and smoked meats. In the rear of his large retail 
store, at the address above given, he has one of the most complete establishments for the curing and 
smoking of meats to be found within the limits of the State. Hus packing house is four stories high and 
twenty by thirty feet in dimensions. Smoked meats, frankfurters, bolognas and sausages are specialties. 


Schwed Brothers, Clothiers, 109 East Frort Street, Plainfield, N. J. Those who have had 
dealings with the Messrs. Schwed Brothers, of 109 East Front street, have reason to know that these gen- 
tlemen are among the most reliable of merchant tailors. Their business is old established, having been 
started in Somerville in 1877, and in which place they still have a store. Their Plainfield branch was 
opened in 1885, but as the business here soon assumed the most important proportions, owing to the skill, 
enterprise and ability of the Schwed Brothers, they have made it their headquarters. The establishment 
in Plainfield requires two floors. The store is 26x80 feet in dimensions, and the shop, in which all the 
work is done, under the direct supervision of the pronrietors, is a spacious apartment, measuring 26x40 
feet. Everything in the line of outer clothing is to be found at Messrs. Schwed Bros., and their custom 
work is the finest to be had anywhere, considering the quality of the goods used, and it may be said in 
passing that this firm makes garments from none but the most desirable fabrics, their prices are unusually 
low, while in workmanship and fit their products are unsurpassed, 
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First National Bank of Plainfield. In 
times of financial and commercial depression such as these, 
the wise merchant, and the people of property generally, are 
exceedingly careful to select a bank of deposit, in the char- 
acter and standing of whose officers and directors they have 
learned by long experience that they can place the most im- 
plicit confidence, and the solidity of which there is not ashadow 
of doubt. A bank that is managed on conservative principles, 
never going outside the lines of legitimate banking, yet man- 
aged on broad and liberal ideas, is sure not only to serve 
the interests of its depositors in the most commendable 
manner, but to be itself advanced in popular confidence and 
goodwill. A prominent example among institutions of this 
character is the First National Bank of Plainfield. It is the 
oldest bank in the city, having been organized in 1863, 
in which year it received its charter. Its capital in the be- 
ginning was $100,000, but about 1865, when the old Union 
County State Bank was merged in it, the capital was in- 
creased to $150,000, and subsequently to $200,000, Its 
business from the beginning has shown the result of the 
careful and conservative methods followed by the officers, 
and the high degree of confidence reposed in them by the 
business men of Plainfield. At the present time the average 
amount of deposits is over $500,000, while the surplus and 
undivided profits amount to $106,oco. Moreover, it has paid 
in dividends to stockholders $553,500. The character of 
any institution, however, is best told by the character of the 
men who are at the head of it, and it is a fact of great 
moment to the depositors in the First National Bank that 
its Officers and Board of Directors consist of such prom- 
inent and substantial business men of Plainfield as Mr. 
Chas. Potter, President; Mr. D. F. Randolph, Vice-Presi- 
dent; Mr. F. S. Runyon, Cashier; Mr. D. M. Runyon, 
Assistant Cashier, and Messrs. J. Wesley Johnson, I. D. 
Titsworth, Isaac W. Rushmore, Wm. M. Stillman, Wm. McD. 
Corriell, P. M. French and H. M. Estil, who with the Presi- 
dent and Vice-President, form the Board of Directors. The 
First National Bank is situated in the very center of the 
city, at a point where the two principal streets meet, and is, 
therefore, most conveniently accessible, not only to the resi- 
dents of Plainfield, but to those whose homes or places of 
business are outside of the city. 


C. Dickinson, The Optician, Agent for the Excelsior and New York Bicycles, Wheels Rented 
by Hour'or Day, 119 Park Avenue, Plainfield, N. J. The wonderful development of cycling during the 
comparatively few years that bicycles have been introduced into this country, is one of the most note- 
worthy and encouraging sign of the times, for it indicates that as a nation we are alive to the importance 
of outdoor recreations, and are ready and willing to welcome anything that will tend to popularize 
physical exercise in the open air. Of the delights in cycling this is not the place to speak, suffice it to 
say no one who has once mastered the steel horse will willingly give up riding, and every rider is sure to 
entreat his non-riding friends, to “go and do likewise.”’ Although but little more than a decade has 
elasped since the American advent of bicycles their name is now legion, and the would-be purchaser is 
apt to be bewildered by the almost boundless opportunity for choice presented to him, but although 
one’s personal tastes will best determine whether a “high wheel,” “safety,” “crank,” ‘lever’ machine 
is best suited to him, one rule applies to all, and that is, get a strictly high graded machine at all events, 
for “cheap” bicycles are not only dangerous, but are far the most expensive in the long run. One of 
the leading dealers in bicycle supplies in this section of the country is Mr. C. Dickinson, doing business 
at No. 119 Park avenue, where finely equipped premises are utilized measuring 20x4o feet in size. 
Wheels are rented by the hour or day, and this gentlemen is the agent for the “Excelsior” and New 
York Bicycles. This enterprise was founded in 1886 by Messrs. Dickinson and Clawson, they being 
succeeded in 1889 by the present proprietor. He is a native of this town, and is prepared to fill all 
orders without delay, while every article furnished by Mr. Dickinson is sure to prove as represented, and 
at the lowest market prices, 
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RANDOLPH’S CITY PHARMACY. 


Choice Drugs, Chemicals, Toilet Requisites, Etc. 


Registered Clerks 


with years of experience, com- 


pound your prescriptions at 


REASONABLE PRICES. 


Carbonic Acid Waters, 
Vichy, Saratoga and 
Geyser Waters in Syphons, 


Delivered to any part of the City. 


A Large Stock of Mineral Waters. 


RANDOLPH’S FAMOUS SODA 


WITH 


FRUIT CRUSHES, 


ICE CREAM SODA, 


OurR SUMMER SPECIALTY. 


An establishment which contributes its full share to the mercantile activity of Plainfield is ‘“ Ran- 
dolph’s City Pharmacy,” which is located at No. 143 West Front street. This house was founded in 
1865, by Mr. W. H. Voorhees, and after several changes Messrs. Field & Randolph assumed its man- 
agement in 1887, they being succeeded in in 1889 by the present proprietor, Mr. L. W. Randolph. As 
a prescription druggist and chemist of experience and practical knowledge he is maintaining a first-class 
position in the profession, and holds the esteem and confidence of the entire community. His hand- 
somely equipped store is well stocked with choice drugs, chemicals, toilet requisites, etc. The prescrip- 
tion department is under the management of registered clerks, with years of experience, who carefully 
and conscientiously prepare your prescriptions and family recipes at all hours, using only pure drugs, 
and allowing no substitution in compounding the same, at reasonable prices. 

The store comprises one floor and laboratory, 22x40 feet in size, affording ample accommodations 
for transacting the large and prosperous wholesale and retail business. Mineral waters are largely dealt 
in, while Randolph’s famous soda, with fruit crushes, ice cream soda is the summer speciaity. The 
most desirable inducements are offered to the public, both in excellence of goods and economy of 


prices. Mr. Randolph manufactures all his own special emulsions, toilet preparations, tinctures, etc. 


L. W. RANDOLPH, Prescription Druggist, 


143 W. FRONT STREET, Telephone Call 109, PLAINFIELD, N, J. 
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D. S. Roberts, Livery, Boarding and Exchange Stables, 17 North avenue. Good Turnouts fur- 
nished at short notice. Some fourteen years ago the business now owned and operated by Mr. D. S. 
Roberts, was started by an old resident of Pennsylvania, who, before the railroads had fully supplanted 
the old-fashioned means of travel, had operated a stage line in the Keystone State. The business from 
the beginning was a prosperous one, but since 1885, when it passed into the hands of Mr. Roberts, it has 
grown immensely, and is now one of the largest enterprises of its kind in this part of the country. The 
livery, boarding and exchange stables at 17 North avenue, are sixty feet front and 200 feet deep, with en- 
trances on both North avenue and Second street. There are no finer horses in the country than those of 
Mr. Roberts,’ and he has such a large number that all tastes can be suited, from the fast roadster to the 
steady going, easily-managed family horse. And as for vehicles, there are no more stylish turnouts to be 
found anywhere, and he has every kind that could possibly be desired. Mr. Roberts has unexcelled facil- 
ities for bearding private horses and the care of carriages, employing men especially for these purposes. 
Expert drivers are furnished when required, and all the appointments essential to a first-class turnout. 
In 1891 Mr. Roberts retired from the City Council in which he had served for two years, and has 
since devoted his attention exclusively to his large and growing business. 


W. J. Tunison, Dealer in Flour, Grain, Feed, Hay, Straw, Fruits, Vegetables, and all Coun- 
try Produce. Raritan Mills Feed and Meal a Specialty, 343 Watchung Avenue, Plainfield, N. J. 
The price of grain, hay and straw is subject to frequent and sudden changes, on account of causes 
quite beyond the control of local dealers, and, indeed, in some cases, beyond the control of producers and 
heavy wholesalers also, as was recently shown by a rise in grain caused by the railroads not having cars 
available to transport the crop from the interior to the centres of distribution. These changes in price 
are so many and so sudden, that it is quite impossible for the average consumer to keep track of 
them, and hence the only surety he has that he is getting goods of standard quality at the lowest mar- 
ket rates is the integrity of the dealer of whom he buys, so it pays to take pains to place your orders with 
one who has both the disposition and the ability to furnish goods at the lowest prevailing rates, and such 
of our readers as have done business with Mr. W. J. Tunison, whose office and store are located at 343 
Watchung avenue, will agree that he “fills the bill’? in every particular. He has built up a desirable 
trade since beginning operations here! in 1892, in flour, grain, feed, hay, straw, fruits and vegetables, 
and all country produce, making a specialty of Raritan Mills feed and meal, while all orders are filled 
at short notice, the goods being guaranteed to be of the grade and quality represented, and the prices 
being as low as the lowest. Six reliable assistants are kept busy. Mr. Tunison is a native of New 
York, and the premises utilized are 25x72 feet in dimensions. 


J. J. Heidelof7f, Hardware, Tools, House Furnishing Goods, Stoves, Ranges and Farming Imple- 
ments, Plumbing, Tinning, etc., 31 Somerset Street, Plainfield, N. J. We know of no better place at 
which to buy a stove, or anything in the line of house furnishings, etc., than at the store conducted by 
Mr. J. J. Heideloff, at No. 31 Somerset street, and that many others hold a similar opinion is proved by 
the expensive patronage received, a very large wholesale and retail business having been built up since 
operations were begun. ‘The business was originally founded by Messrs. N.H. & J. J. Heideloff in 1888, 
they being succeeded by the present proprietor in 1890. ‘The premises utilized comprise one store 50x20 
feet in size, and basement with storehouse in rear, and afford ample room for the accommodation of a 
varied and attractive stock, which includes hardware, tools, house furnishing goods, stoves, ranges and 
farming implements, etc., also tin ware and kitchen goods in great variety, these goods being made by the 
leading manufacturers, and guaranteed to prove as represented in every respect. 


Spicer & Hubbard, Mouldings, Sash, Blinds and Doors, Scroll-Sawing and Turning, Glass of 
All Kinds, Madison Avenue and Third Street, Plainfield, N. J. An enterprise of first importance in the 
city of Plainfield, is that established by Messrs. Spicer & Hubbard. It is one of the oldest manufacturing 
establishments in the city, having been founded in 1870. Mr. Spicer, the senior member of the firm, came 
originally from Rhode Island, and Mr. Hubbard is a native of New York, both being men of large busi- 
ness capacity and experts in the line of work they follow. ‘They are large manufacturers of sash, doors, 
blinds, mouldings, etc., and make a specialty of scroll;sawing and wood-turning. Their products are in 
wide demand, the builders and carpenters of Plainfield and neighboring towns, finding them most reliable 
in every respect, while they possess the great virtue of filling all orders with the greatest promptness, and 
at prices that competitors find it difficult to meet. And it is not at all strange that they can supply goods 
of such merit at low rates, for they have facilities far above the average. Their factory is at the corner 
of Third street and Madison avenue, the building, which is fitted with the most approved machinery, 
being 50x75 feet in dimensions, and two stories high. The engine has a capacity of thirty horse-power, 
and is operated by a fifty horse-power boiler, both being of the best design. Eighteen skilled workmen find 
steadv employment here, and at some periods an even larger force is required. Mr. Spicer has served 
several terms in the City Government while Mr. Hubbard is prominent is commercial circles and the 
political affairs of the city, and for twenty-six years has held the office of tax assessor, 
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J. H. Tier, Wholesale and Retail Dealer in Pure Ice Cream, Water Ices, and all Kinds of Con- 
fections, 8 Bank Place and 134 and 136 Park Avenue, Plainfield, N. J. One of the most 
delightful places in Plainfield to spend a pleasant hour, is the old establishment of Mr. J. H. Tier’s, in 
Bank place, bordering Green Brook, the stream dividing Union and Somerset counties. | Here the brook 
is at its widest and the view from the pavilion, in which ice cream and ices are served, is most beautiful 
and refreshing, after the heat and glare of the city, which has been left but a few blocks behind. The 
most delicious ice cream and water ices are to be found at Mr. Tier’s place, but it is not alone this that 
makes it the most popular resort in Plainfield. The young people of the city find special attraction in the 
handsome, light boats, which are kept on hire at a merely nominal fee, and the wood, bordering the 
staeam, echoes back the laughter and merry voices of the boaters, as they glide over the cool waters. The 
business was founded by Mr. John H. Tier, an old New Yorker, about thirty-seven years ago, and in the 
intervening years has grown to immense proportions, the two places, the one just described, and the hand- 
some establishment at 134, 136 Park avenue, requiring a small army of clerks and assistants to provide 
for the comfort and convenience of customers. Mr. John H. Tier, the present proprietor, is one of the 
most prominent citizens of Plainfield, and for three successive terms has represented his section of the city 
in the Board of Aldermen. He is a man of high business capacity, as shown by the number and variety 
of his interests. His Park avenue branch is most conveniently situated for residents and visitors to the 
city, and the parlors, which occupy the second floor of a handsome brick building, are always cool and at- 
tractive. An elegant confectionery store, where the finest confections, in infinite variety, are displayed, 
occupies the ground floor, and the third story is devoted to the manufacturing establishment, for Mr. Tier 
sells none but his own candies, and you may be sure that everything you buy of him will be fresh and 
composed of the purest ingredients. 


\ 


Misses A. L. & M. D. Gorsline, Art Needle Work and Painted Novelties. Stamping and 
designing a Specialty. Artistic Outlining and Embroidery, 122 West Front Street, Plainfield, N. J. The 
natural increase of wealth and refinement in this country has developed a love of the beautiful in the 
home which people a few generations since could scarcely appreciate. It is said that Americans are the 
best dressed people in the world, and it is equally certain that there is a larger percentage of homes in 
this country in which the talent for and appreciation of artistic decoration find expression, than anywhere 
else on the globe. Schools of instruction, in the arts which make the home beautiful, have sprung up in 
every city and town in the United States, and the large number of pupils they have graduated and are 
still graduating, shows that their’s is not a fleeting success, nor their work the product of a “craze,” such ~ 
as those which swept over the country periodically a decade or so ago. Women are at the head of the 
movement, and to their exertions no less than their talents it owes its permanent success. In Plainfield 
this movement has made great headway, and is fostered and encouraged by the Misses A. L. & M. D. 
Gorsline, who are artists with both needle and pencil. Their attractive establishment, which was first 
opened in 1885, is at 122 W. Front street, and a visit to it will not only be enjoyable, but instructive as 
well, for in the light, airy store, which has a frontage of 25 feet and a depth of 75 feet, are displayed many 
beautiful examples of art needlework and painted novelties. The Misses Gorsline make a specialty of 
stamping and designing as well as of artistic outlining. Considering the quality and character of their 
work, the prices charged are very low, and nothing better or of higher merit artistically is to be found in 
any similar establishment in the country. 


C. Frank French, Dealer in Flour, Feed, Meal, Grain, Baled Hay, Straw, Coarse, Fine and 
Rock Salt, No. 69 Somerset Street, Telephone Call, 32, Plainfield, N. J. An establishment that has 
gained an enviable reputation for straightforward dealing and superior goods, and which is well and most 
favorably known throughout this section, is that of which Mr. C. Frank Frenchis proprietor. Mr. French 
began business here in 1887, but the beginning of his experience in the business far antedates that year, as 
he has long been identified with the flour, feed and hay interests of Plainfield. Since he established himself 
at 69 Somerset street, Mr. French has built up a most prosperous business in these commodities, beside 
having a considerable jobbing trade in baskets used for fruit, country produce, etc. As a handler of a 
very large stock of flour, feed, meal, grain, baled hay and straw, as well as of coarse, fine and rock salt, 
Mr. French is able to give buyers the benefit of the lowest market prices. Orders by mail or telephone 
receive immediate attention, and it is to this promptness quite as much as to the fine quality of the stock 
be offers, that Mr. French owes his success and continued prosperity. | While his business is chiefly re- 
tail, he nevertheless has a prosperous and growing wholesale trade. __His large building 4ox8o feet, and 
three stories high, is partly devoted to furniture storage, separate rooms being provided for those who 
wish their furniture taken care of in a manner that insures their complete preservation from the effects 
of dampness, dust, moths or other destroying agencies. His storage charges are very reasonable, 
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HI. DeMott, Dealer in Furniture, Undertaker, Plainfield, N. J. The undertaker’s business re- 
quires.a combination of personal and business qualities as rare as it is invaluable. Delicate tact as well 
as a most perfect mastery of details are essential for the successful management of the duties of a funeral 
director, and those who have noted the difference in effect where these qualties were present or lacking 
‘need no reminder of their importance. An establishment which has shown itself worthy of all con- 
fidence in the performance of the duties of this department is that conducted by Mr. H. DeMott. — Al- 
though this business was established at a comparatively recent date a very wide patronage has already 
been acquired by Mr. DeMott. He is prepared at all times to take complete charge of funeral arrange- 
ments, no matter how large or extensive they may be. In addition to his undertaking establishment Mr. 
DeMott conducis a large and prosperous business in furniture, house furnishings, etc., at 19 Somerset 
street. Here he has a large store 25x70 feet, and carries a very extensive stock Buyers will find here 
everything in the line of furniture, at prices that are extremely low. Mr. DeMott is a native of Laming- 
ton, N. J., and a business man of large experience and special fitness. His undertaking rooms are at 
175 Somerset street, where he also has his residence. Mr. DeMott is a graduate of the U.S. College of 
Embalming. 


G. W. Monfort, Photographer, 121 East Front Street, Plainfield, N. J. It would be a difficult 
matter, if we were asked the question, t» name a more thoroughly artistic photographer in Plainfield than 
Mr. G. W. Monfort. Withhim it has been as much a matter of pleasure as of business to adopt and investi- 
gate any and all the improvements which have constantly been made within the past twenty years in the 
science of photography, and in the methods employed for securing the most perfect and artistic “ counter- 
feit presentments” of one’s self, friends or relatives. That he is an enthusiast in the profession there 
can be no doubt, especially if one pays a visit to his well lighted and handsomely arranged establish- 
ment at No. 121 East Front street, covering an area of 25x60 feet in size. All work produced by Mr. 
Monfort is of a superior character, and the same care is bestowed upon a dozen of small carte de visites 
as upon the costliest portrait, and he spares no pains or trouble to satisfy his patrons in every way. This 
enterprise was started nine years ago by Mr. Geo. Hunt, who was succeeded in 1886 by Messrs Fisher 
& Monfort, the present proprietor assuming its full management during the current year. He is a 
native of Newtown, L. I., and now enjoys a widespread reputation and a steadily increasing trade, re- 
quiring the services of two assistants. Mr. Monfort’s methodical business arrangements, wide experience, 
excellent judgment and sterling integrity justly entitle him to the high reputation which he enjoys in the 
business community. 


S. H. Lunger, Groceries, Provisions, Vegetables, Etc., 412 East Third Street, Plainfield, N. J. 
In preparing this review of Plainfield’s industries it soon became apparent that the trade in groceries 
and provisions was one of the most important of the many branches of commerce pursued here. We 
think that the facts justify the assertion that in no community of equal size in the State is there to be ' 
found more well-equipped and skillfully managed grocery establishments than those located in Plainfield, 
and hence it is no small praise to say that the establishment conducted by Mr. S. H. Lunger, at No. 412 
East Third street, ranks high among the enterprises of the kind in this vicinity. This business was e¢s- 
tablished in 1890 by Messrs. Lunger Bros., they being succeeded in 1891 by the present proprietor. He 
is a native of New Jersey. ‘The premises utilized comprise one floor 25x4o feet in size, and the stock 
constantly handled is complete, embracing groceries, provisions, vegetables, etc. These goods are care- 
fully selected, a specialty being made of high grade goods for local trade, and being offered at bottom 
prices, they meet a quick and ready sale. Hence it is not surprising that Mr. Lunger has customers of 
long standing. Two reliable assistants are employed and all orders are attended to promptly. 


Miss A. FE. Lincoln, Park Avenue Florist, Floral Work a Specialty, 226 Park Avenue, Plain- 
field, N. J. The great increase in the demand for flowers of late years is one of the most noticeable in- 
dications of the pronounced gain in culture which is so evident on every side, and which is so astonish- 
ing to foreign critics of this country, who are unable to understand how culture can be so general in a 
land where practically every one works for a living and there is no recognized aristocracy. Flowers are 
now in demand for all occasions, whether for joy or for sorrow, and every one who goes into society at 
all will find it very useful to know where appropriate floral designs can be obtained without delay at 
moderate prices. Many residents of Plainfield are already acquainted with the establishment of Miss A. 
E. Lincoln, located at No. 226 Park avenue. She has been engaged in business at this location about 
nine years and is patronized by the best people of Plainfield. This undertaking has long held a leading 
position among other establishments of the kind in this vicinity, and it is but fair to say that the envi- 
able reputation is fully maintained at the present day. A finely arranged store 25x65 feet in size is 
utilized and cut flowers, floral emblems, wedding bouquets, funeral designs, etc., are offered in great 
variety and at the lowest prevailing prices, while the facilities are such that the largest orders can be sat- 
isfactorily filled at very short notice. | Miss Lincoln is a native of this State, and very well known in 
Plainfield, while the success of her business is due to the just and honest dealing Sie eet 
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Henry Liefke,, Fancy Cake, Bread and Pie Bakery, Old No. 27 West Front Street, Plainfield, 
N. J. The modern bakery, of the first class, is as different from the bakeshop of our boyhood days, as the 
East is from the West. In fact baking has been reduced to an exact science, with what gain to the world 
at large, any one who is at all observant can judge. Not only is the bread of this generation better baked 
than that which our fathers were compelled to eat, but the ingredients composing it are farsuperior. The 
flour is of the finest, and great care and skill are exercised in so adjusting and mixing the proportions that 
the resultant product is not only a most wholesome and nourishing article of food, but is delightful to 
the taste and pleasing to the eye. Inthe making of cake and pastry, even greater progress has been 
made by the leading bakers in recent years. The variety is much greater, and the products themselves 
are more palatable and dainty. This is particularly true of the delightful things that come from the 
establishment of Mr. Henry Liefke, 27 West Front street. During the eight years he has been in business 
in Plainfield, he has won the confidence and esteem of the residents of the city by the uniform excellence 
and high grade of the goods he places before them. He has one of the largest and best equipped places 
of its kind in the vicinity. The store which, with its fine stock and fixtures, presents a most attractive ap- 
pearance, is twenty-five feet wide and forty feet deep, while the model bake shop in the rear, is 30x50 feet 
in dimensions. Mr. Liefke carries as well as a very full line of fancy cakes, pie and bread, a high 
grade of confectionery, and a complete line of cake ornaments. No other store presents a larger or more 
pleasing variety. Mr. Liefke employs ten bakers and assistants, and does both a wholesale and retail 
business. 


John A. Thickstun, Dealer in Coal, Wood and Blue Stone, Telephone 139, Third Street 
corner Madison Avenue, Plainfield, N. J. There are few coal and wood dealers in Plainfield having 
such excellent facilities as Mr. John A. Thickstun, whose extensive yards are at the corner of Third 
streeet and Madison avenue, in cluse proximity to the railroad. Mr. Thickstun is the son of one of the 
first of the coal dealers of Plainfield, and gained his experience and knowledge of the business under 
conditions permitted to few men. His yards cover 50x200 feet, and are always well stocked with the 
best grades of coal and wood, which are kept under cover. He is ina position to offer special in- 
ducements to large buyers, and all customers may be assured of prompt service, at prices as low as the 
lowest. Orders can be sent by telephone and will receive immediate attention, Mr. Thickstun is also 
one of the largest dealers in blue stone, in the city, and employs a large force of competent stone cutters, 
so that he is able to execute the largest orders with dispatch, and on short notice. He is a native of 
Plainfield, and takes a deep interest in the wellfare of the city of his birth. He has the esteem and con- 
fidence of the people generally, which is shown by the prosperous business he does and has been doing 
for many years. 


KE. M. Laing, Hats, Trunks, Bags, Gent’s Furnishing Goods, Umbrellas, Brushes, Rubber Coats, 
Fur Gloves, Robes, Horse Blankets, etc., 105 Park avenue, Plainfield, N. J. It would, of course, be an 
excellent thing if all of us had so large an income as to render it entirely unnecessary to practice the close 
economy which is now the rule rather than the exception, but as this desirable condition of affairs is out 
of the question, the next best thing is to manage so as to make our present income go as far as_ possible. 
So far as the purchase of hats, caps and gent’s furnishing goods is concerned, this may be brought about 
by placing orders with Mr. E. M. Laing, doing business at 105 Park avenue, for he carries a large and 
varied stock of such goods, and quotes the very lowest market rates on them at all times. This enter- 
prise was established in 1873 by the present proprietor. The premises occupied are loccated as above 
named, comprise two floors 20x4o feet each in dimensions, affording ample room for the display of the 
heavy stock carried, making the selection both easy and agreeable. A full line of umbrellas, brushes, 
rubber coats, fur gloves, robes and horse blankets, is also to be found here, and one prompt and reliable 
assistant to wait upon all customers. Mr. Laing is thoroughly posted as to the details of his business, to 
which he gives close supervision. 


D. W. Rogers, Sea Food, Blue Point Oysters and Little Neck Clams on the Half Shell, a 
Specialty, 42 West Second Street, Plainfield, N. J. Fish is one of the most popular articles of food we 
have, and it is well that it is so, for it is both cheap and healthful. The only disadvantage connected 
with the use of it is that it must be perfectly fresh, in order to be palatable and nutritious, and there 
is no difficultly in obtaining perfectly fresh fish if you only know where to look for it. For instance 
make a call on Mr. D. W. Rogers, doing business at No. 42 West Second street, and you will find his 
stock of fish, etc., is full and complete, and that every article sold by him is guaranteed to be satisfactory, 
and to prove as represented. Mr. Rogers is a native of New York State. He inaugurated his present 
enterprise in 1889, and has built up a very large and growing business, and is now better prepared than 
ever before, to supply anything in his line at the lowest market rates, and to give prompt and careful 
attention to orders, which will be delivered when promised, and will be accurately and carefully filled. 
Mr. Rogers does a large retail business in all kinds of sea food, viz. fish, oysters, clams and lobsters and 
by the assistance of six competent employees, all customers are assured prompt and courteous service. 
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Frank Rowley, Druggist and Dispensing Chemist, 45 Somerset Street, North Plainfield, NER. 
Although perhaps by the year 2000, the use of drugs will be outgrown and the “faith cure,” or some 
other equally agreeable means of regaining health will have been adopted, the people of to-day must make 
use of the methods of to-day, and these methods are such that a well appointed and well managed es- 
tablishment like the “‘ Rowley” pharmacy is of the greatest benefit to a community. This enterprise was 
inaugurated in 1891, by Mr. L. A. Frasick, who was succeeded during the current year by his manager, 
Mr. Frank Rowley, the present proprietor. He is a native of New York State, and highly esteemed 
among our local pharmacists. The premises occupied are located on the corner at No. 45 Somerset street, 
and measure 25x50 feet in size, while the stock contained therein is both large and varied, being complete 
in every department and comprising an assortment of pure drugs, medicines and chemicals, which would 
not suffer by comparison with the stock carried in many a city pharmacy which ranks in the first-class. 
The supply of druggist’s sundries, toilet articles, etc. is also full and varied, but Mr. Rowley gives especial 
attention to the handling of drugs and manufacturing specialties, and is in a position to compound physi- 
cian’s prescriptions of all kinds at short notice and at low rates. ‘Two reliable and efficient clerks are em- 
ployed while the precautions taken are such as to render errors almost impossible, so that a large retail 
business is done. 


Wm. J. Stephenson, Caterer, Receptions, Teas, Weddings and Parties Furnished With Every 
Requisite, (old) No. 26 North Avenue, Plainfield, N. J. If we were asked to name half a dozen of the 
most popular establishments to be found in Plainfield, we would surely put that conducted by Mr. Wm. J. 
Stephenson among the first, for this is thoroughly popular in the true sense of the word, and no wonder; 
for everybody knows that “the way to a man’s heart is through his stomach,” and the Plainfield public 
have become so accustomed to calling on Mr. Stephenson for ‘‘something good to eat,” that they cannot 
help holding him in high and grateful esteem. This enterprise was started a great many years ago by the 
present proprietor, so it is natural he should be familiar with his business is every detail. The store and 
basement occupied each 25x80 feet in size, are located at No. 26 North avenue. Mr. Stephenson is a 
caterer for receptions, teas, weddings and parties, which are furnished with every requisite necessary. 
The food, cooking and service here provided are excellent, while the charges are moderate, so satisfaction 
can be confidently guaranteed to every reasonable patron. A fine assortment of confectionery, cakes, etc., 
is kept in stock and an extensive ice cream business is also carried on. Three competent assistants are 
kept steadily employed, so that all orders can be filled at short notice, be they large or small. 


Geo. W. Rockfellow, Grocer, Park and North Avenues, Plainfield, N. J. Among the prom- 
inent establishments located in Plainfield, that conducted by Mr. Geo. W. Rockfellow, must be given a 
prominent mention, for the enterprise carried on by this gentleman has gradually but steadily developed 
until it now ranks with the important stores of the kind in this locality. An extensive wholesale and re- 
tail trade has been built up, and the establishment has been under the sole management of its present 
able proprietor for the past twenty-one years. Mr. Rockfellow is a native of Bound Brook, N. J. 
and is very well known in both business and social circles in this town, having been president of the 
Health Board since 1884. The premises occupied are located on Park and North avenues, comprise two 
stores and cellars, 20x65 feet each in dimensions. A large stock is carried, comprising choice family 
groceries, teas, coffees and spices, etc., etc., which are offered at the lowest rates. Employment is given 
to nine competent assistants, so that despite the magnitude of the business, every order is assured im- 
mediate and careful attention. __In view of the facts already mentioned, it becomes unnecessary to add 
that Mr. Rockfellow is in a position to quote the very lowest market prices. 


Plainjield Steam Marble and Granite Works, Monuments and Headstones, Fencing 
for Cemetery Plots, A Large Variety of Granite Monuments, L. L. Manning, 405 Front Street, Corner 
~ Central Avenue, opposite First Baptist Church, Plainfield, N. J. ‘Thestone most used for ornamental work 
and for monuments, of late years, has been granite, not only because it is the most durable and best suited 
to this climate, but because the best and highest artistic effects are possible with this best and most de- 
sirable of stones. A visit to any large cemetery will show that granite predominates among the most 
beautiful commemorative shafts, and it is only necessary to inspect some of the large substantial build- 
ings, that have been erected in recent years, to see that granite is the favorite material with the architects of 
these mammoth structures. The work of fashioning granite for its various uses is one requiring exceptional 
skill, and no one who wants the best results either in building or monument work, should engage the 
services of any but an experienced and practical man to execute their order. Mr. L. L. Manning is an 
expert in this line of industry, having had an experience dating back to 1863. His is the only steam 
granite works in the city, and with the great facilities at his command, he is able to execute, in the most 
skillful manner and at very low prices, all orders for monuments, and artistic fencing for cemetery plots. 
Mr. Manning also makes a specialty of marble cutting and is prepared to receive and execute orders for 
headstones, shafts, etc., at the lowest rates for such work. 
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Smalley Brothers, City Market, Dealers in Fresh and Salt Meats, Poultry and Game, No. 144 
North Avenue, near Depot, Plainfield, N. J. The success of a dealer in meats and provisions is depend- 
ent upon experience and the most careful judgment, without which the best intentioned man will make 
little or no headway in the business. The most successful market-men are those who have served a long 
apprenticeship at the business, and have obtained their practical knowledge by experience and hard work. 
The Messrs. Smalley Brothers, proprietors of the City Market, at 144 North avenue, are a type of such 
men. The splendid businesss they now control, was founded by their father, Mr. William M. Smalley, in 
1850, and the older boys were his assistants until 1872, when the market passed into the hands of the two 
elder sons. The others, as they reached manhood, were admitted to the firm, and of the six, three now 
remain, Messrs. D. C., A. I. and Newton B. Smalley. They have four assistants and do a thriving busi- 
ness, having the confidence of the best class of buyers in the city. Beside a choice line of fresh meats, 
poultry, and game in season, they deal extensively in salt meats, ham and bacon, the latter being cured 
by themselves from Jersey raised hogs, which, it is hardly necessary to add, means that they are the finest 
and sweetest to be had. Everything in this department is under their personal supervision, their slaugh- 
tering establishment being located in North Plainfield, where they prepare their own calves, sheep and 
hogs for their market. From this it will be seen that there can possibly be no better place in which to 
obtain your supplies of fresh or salt meats. 


John H. Sayers, Manufacturer of Fine Harness and Dealer in Horse Equipments, Driving 
Gloves, Veterinary medicines, Etc., Repairing Promptly Attended to, 30 & 32 East Front Street, Plain- 
field, N. J. The business conducted by Mr. John H. Sayers was founded by him in 1875. Heisa 
native of Canada, and is so universally known throughout this locality as to render extended personal 
mention entirely unnecessary. The premises occupied are located at No. 30 and 32 East Front street, 
comprise two stores each 20x4o feet in size, and contain a carefully chosen and complete stock of harness 
and horse equipments, driving gloves and veterinary medicines, etc. Mr. Sayers is a manufacturer of 
fine harness and dealer as well, is prepared to make light or heavy, single or double harness to order of 
dependable material in a thoroughly workmanlike manner, and at moderate rates. Repairing in all its 
branches is given prompt and careful attention, the work being so neatly and strongly done that entire 
satisfaction can be confidently guaranteed. As a matter of fact, Mr. Sayers has the reputation of produc- 
ing harness that has but few equals and no superiors in the market, and although he don’t advertise to sell 
a first-class harness at less than cost of the stock used in its manufacture, it is conceded by practical men 
that no one gives more genuine value for money received. 


Oscar Terry, North Avenue Sea Food Market, Everything in the Sea Food Line, Fresh, Smoked, 
Salt, Canned, &c., Oysters and Clams on Half Shell, All Orders called for and Promptly Delivered, 142 
North Avenue, Plainfield, N. J. It is not always convenient for a housekeeper to visit a market and choose 
her own supplies, in fact, more often than not she has to order from her residence and so must depend 
upon the intelligence and reliability of the dealer for assurance that the goods will be satisfactory. It is 
hard enough to get satisfactory groceries in this way, but it is still harder yet to get first-class fish, so we 
feel that we are doing our readers a genuine service by calling to their attention the facilities offered by Mr. 
Oscar Terry, proprietor of the “ North Avenue Sea Food Market,” and doing business at No. 142 North 
avenue, for he is a dealer in everything in the sea food line, fresh, smoked, salt, etc. Oysters and clams on 
half shell, etc. etc., making a specialty of filling orders given at the residence of customers, and his stock 
is so large and complete, while his prices are so reasonable that satisfaction may be safely guaranteed to 
every reasonable patron. The premises occupied comprise one floor 20x50 feet in size, and comprise a 
well kept fish market. The large business carried on by Mr. Terry requires the services of one assistant, 
and as he deals in both fresh and salt water fish, his assortment is always as large as the condition of the 
market will allow. ; , 


C. W. Griffin, Fancy and Staple Groceries, Provisions, etc. Butter and Eggs a Specialty. Rink 
Building, Broadway, Plainfield, N. J. “Different people have different tastes,” according to the old 
proverb, and the experience of our readers has, of course, proved to them the correctness of that judg- 
ment, but after all there are some things on which everybody agrees, and among these may be mentioned 
the importance of purchasing such articles as groceries and provisions from reputable and responsible 
dealers, such as Mr. C. W. Griffin, doing business in the Rink building on Broadway. This gentleman 
has been connected with his present enterprise but a short time, having started it in 1892, but he is 
fast building up a business that older houses might well envy. The premises occupied comprise one store 
and cellar each 25x75 feet in size. A choice line of fancy and staple groceries and provisions are car- 
ried, including flour of all the best grades, teas, coffees and spices, while fresh butter and eggs are a 
specialty. In fact, everything that is found in a first-class establishment of this kind can be obtained 
here, while bottom prices are quoted on all goods offered, and customers are assured prompt and polite 
attention from the two assistants employed. Mr. Griffin is a native of New York, and has made many 
friends both in business and social circles since coming to Plainfield, 
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R. H. McCullough, Manufacturer of Sash, Blinds, Doors, Mouldings, Etc., No. 21 Steiner 
Place, Plainfield, N. J. The carpenters and builders of Plainfield, and particularly those in the town of 
North Plainfield, are fortunate in having close at hand a place where they can obtain, at the shortest 
notice, and with the assurance that the quality of the materials and workmanship will be of the best, all 
they require in the way of sash, doors, blinds, mouldings, etc. That they fully appreciate this advantage 
is evident to any one who visits the busy factory of Mr. R. H. McCullough, at 21 Steiner place. There 
is not a more important nor a larger concern of its kind in the city, though when Mr. McCullough took 
hold of it in 1885, it was a rather modest establishment. It had then been running for five years, 
having been founded in 1880 by Messrs. Sheppard, Johnson & Godwin, as a carpenter and builder’s 
shop. Mr. McCullough enlarged it to double its former size, making it 65x125 feet, and building large sheds 
for storage purposes. He put in a twenty-five horse power engine, and a boiler of twice that capacity, 
and fitted the mill with the most approved machinery for turning, scroll-sawing, planing and moulding, 
and now with a force of fifteen skilled workmen, he is in a position to undertake the largest contract, 
beside keeping on hand, at all times, a large and desirable stock of his various specialties. Mr. Mc- 
Cullough makes and holds trade, not only by the superiority of the articles he manufactures, but by the 
fact, which is equally important to consumers, that he makes his prices as low as quality and workmanship 
will admit, and that is equivalent to saying they are down to bed rock. 


Dime Saving Institution, of Plainfield, N. J. “Take care of the dimes and the dollars 
will take care of themselves” is a trite aphorism, but one which, if more heed were paid to it, would 
make the world happier, and the struggle for existence less burdensome than the majority of people find 
it. The average person finds it a difficult matter to save money, while with others the saving habit has 
become as fixed as any other, and these find that, after a comparatively few years, the dimes and dollars, 
put aside at odd times, have grown into a very respectable fund, perhaps the beginning of a competence. 
The majority of those who are thus situated would probably be no better off than their less fortunate 
neighbors, were it not for the dime saving banks, which have not only securely guarded the little treas- 
ure, but have helped to swell it, in no inconsiderable degree. The occasional report of the failure of a 
saving bank as the result of mismanagement, or downright dishonesty on the part of its officials, may 
perhaps dispose some people to place them all in the same category and decline to trust their earnings 
with them, but in the case of the Dime Saving Institution of Plainfield, such an impression cannot find 
lodgment for a single moment, in the mind of any one who will take the little trouble necssary to learn 
all that is requisite to prove conclusively that it is a most substantial institution. Its assets are based 
on the very best securities, and it always carries an ample cash balance to meet the checks of its deposit- 
ors. Its last annual statement shows total assets of $315,589.70, including over $23,000 in cash, the 
balance being gilt edged bonds and first mortgages on the most desirable property. Its liabilities, con- 
sisting of amounts due to depositors, were, on January r last, $304,221.05, leaving a surplus of $11,368. 
65. With the management of the affairs of this bank in the hands of men of the highest character, and 
who are among the most prominent in the business, financial and social! circles of the city, there can be 
no doubt that it is one of the safest in the country, and apart from the convenience and advantages it 
offers to depositors, it merits the most cordial support of the people of Plainfield, as a very important 
factor in the progress and prosperity of the city. _ The president of the Dime Saving Institution is. Mr. 
John W. Murray, the vice presidents are Messrs. Wm. White and Nathan Harper, and the treasurer is 
Mr. E. R. Pope; names synonymous with integrity, prudence, and great business ability, and which 
attached to any enterprise, would insure for it immediate and abundant success. 


Powtlison & Jones, Dealers in Furniture, also Upholstering and Repairing done, 214 W. Front 
Street, Plainfield, N. J. If the public don’t know all about the furniture business, and how to buy tu the 
best advantage it is certainly not the fault of the newspapers, for these publications are about one-third 
filled with miscellaneous information on the subject, in the form of advertisements. Just how reliable this 
information 1s, we leave for our readers to judge, but the fact that the announcement made by one firm 
fully contradicts that made by another, would seem to indicate that even experts disagree as to certain 
points in furniture buying. Now for our own part, we may frankly say that the purpose of this article is 
to induce our readers to visit the establishment conducted by Messrs. Powlison and Jones at No. 214 
West Front street. Mind we say to visit the store in question and not to purchase any of the goods 
there offered. |The question of buying is one to be settled only after mature consideration, and a care- 
ful examination of the advantages offered, and so we simply say visit No. 214 West Front street, inform 
those in attendance what you are seeking, and we will answer for it that you will be treated with every 
courtesy and consideration whether you purchase or not. The premises occupied comprise three floors 
100x20 feet in dimensions, the goods there displayed are in great variety, and it certainly seems to us as 
though all tastes and purses could be suited, as the stock includes furniture of every description, while 
the prices compare favorably with those quoted elsewhere even at establishments of much greater pre- 
tensions. Upholstering and repairing parlor furniture is very extensively carried on also. This under- 
taking was established in 1888 by the present firm. Both members are natives of this State, and give 
employment to three reliable and competent assistants, 
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Carty & Stryker, Dealers in Fine Groceries, Fruits and Vegetables, 140-146 Central Avenue, 
Plainfield, N. J. The advantage of dealing with a firm composed of men who have been life-long resi- 
dents of the community in which they do business, are so obvious as to scarcely need recounting. 
Knowing the tastes and requirements of the people, they are prepared to supply them in a more satis- 
factory manner than a stranger could possibly do. Messrs. Carty and Stryker, the popular grocers Of 
No. 140-146 Central avenue, are both natives of Plainfield, and conduct one of the finest and best 
stocked stores in that part of the city. It is in a new building at the corner of two principal streets, and 
is most conveniently located. Although the firm began business a little over a year ago, it has a trade 
that might well be the envy of much older establishments. And they well deserve the popularity they 
have attained, for their stock is large and well selected, their establishment is attractively arranged and 
their prices, if not the lowest in Plainfield, are down to bottom figures. Two connecting stores, each 
25x30 feet, are required for their business, and they have an ample force of experienced clerks, insuring 
prompt and courteous attention to the wants of their patrons. Their stock includes a fine line of staple 
and fancy groceries, choice teas and coffees and the most celebrated brands of canned goods, in fact, 
everything that goes to make a first-class grocery store, not forgetting fresh vegetables and fruits in 
season. 


The Plainfield Steam Carpet Cleaning Mattress and Feather Renovating 
Co., Nos. 2, 4 and 6 East Third Street, near Railroad Depot, Plainfield, N. J. Mr. Benj. A. Mumford 
is a native of New York, and has carried on “The Plainfield Steam Carpet Cleaning, Mattress and 
Feather Renovating Co.,” with which he is identified since 1883. These works have been liberally 
patronized from the first and are still steadily gaining in popularity, which is not in the least surprising, 
as the superiority of the service offered commends it to every intelligent and unprejudiced person. 
“House cleaning” is robbed of all its terrors by this highly efficient establishment, which offers advan- 
tages that may be summarized as follows.—Carpets, mattresses, beds, pillows and bolsters, etc., etc., will 
be scientifically and thoroughly rendered free from dust and moth by steaming. The customer deals 
with a reputable and responsible house that can and will make any loss good for which it is hable. The 
work is done much more promptly than by hand labor, and goods are called for and delivered by ex- 
perienced and careful men, carpets are also taken up and relaid, while when desired they are packed in 
prepared moth paper, for storage or shipment. Proof against all vermin. The premises occupied are 
located at Nos. 2, 4 and 6 East Third street, cover an area of 75x75 feet in size, and six reliable assist- 
ants are kept employed. 


J. Hervey Doane, Optician and Jeweler, Safe Deposit Vault for storage of Valuables, Lock 
Boxes from $3.50 to $1ro per year, 115 Park Avenue, Plainfield, N. J. One of the most enterprising and 
attractive establishments that we have had the good fortune to come across in this locality, is that 
carried on by Mr. J. Hervey Doane, in Plainfield, N. J., Optician and Jeweler. This enterprise was es- 
tablished in 1885 by the present proprietor. A large trade’has been built up, for the prices are mod- 
erate, and the public have long since learned that articles bought here are sure to prove just as repre- 
sented in every respect. A well selected assortment of jewelry is on hand, and particular attention is called 
to the fashionable novelties offered, as well as to the fine line of watches and clocks, wholly reliable, at the 
lowest market rates. The premises occupied are located at No. 115 Park avenue, measure gcx2o feet in 
dimensions. A safe deposit vault for the storage of valuables, lock boxes from $3.50 to $10 per year is 
also connected with the store. All visitors are promptly and politely attended to and goods are cheer- 
fully shown. We call particular attention to the jewelry repair department, where only the best skilled 
mechanics are employed. Among the goods offered for sale are the celebrated makes of watches and 
optical goods. Mr. Doane is a native of Plainfield and very well-known. 


M. C. Dobbins, 206 Park Avenue, second door from corner of Second Street, Plainfield, N. J. 
We Manufacture Our Own Cigars out of pure Tobacco free from all Flavor. Cigars Made to Order. 
The making of a cigar has about as much to do with the desirability as the material of which it 1s com- 
posed has, and we know all old smokers will agree with us regarding this statement, for there is no one 
who makes a habit of smoking, but what has more or less frequently come across a cigar that it was im- 
possible to enjoy, even though it was made of a good grade of tobacco. The importance of having cigars 
properly made is thus apparent, and it follows that the manufacturers who turn out uniformly good 
work are assured of a prosperous business, an example of which may be seen in the trade built up by 
Mr. M C. Dobbins, since he began operations in 1870. This gentleman is a native of New Jersey, and 
well-known throughout Plainfield and vicinity, and his premises are located at No. 206 Park avenue, 
second door from corner of Second street, comprise one floor 2ox4o feet in size. Employment is given to 
two skilled assistants, who are well posted i in their business.. Mr. Dobbins does both a wholesale and 
retail business, making all his own cigars out of pure tobacco free from all flavor, and handles only the 
best grades of cigars, and is in a position to quote bottom figures, while his growing trade shows how 
this fact is appreciated. Mr. Dobbins is Capt. of Company D., 26th N. J. Regiment. 
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George W. V. Moy, Pharmacist, Park Avenue and Fourth Street, Plainfield, N. J. Highly 
useful as the services rendered by the druggists are, it would be a boon to the community if all such en- 
terprises could be conducted by thoroughly experienced men, but as such a condition of things, however 
desirable, is hard to find, the only way to do is to content ourselves as best we may, with the few instances 
in existence. A distinguished example of an establishment of this kind is that exhibited in the case of 
Mr. George W. V. Moy, whose store is located on Park avenue and Fourth street. This business was 
established in 1887 by the present proprietor, who does a large retail business, making a specialty of the 
manufacture of special preparations. The premises utilized consist of one floor 25x00 feet in dimensions, 
which is fully stocked with an unusually fine assortment of drugs, medicines, chemicals and druggists’ 
sundries, every facility being at hand to give customers prompt and accurate service. The prescription 
department is given unusual prominence, and it need not be suggested that a thoroughly educated man in 
active practice is much less apt to make mistakes or to follow instructions blindly, than one who has no 
special fitness for such work. Mr. Moy is a native of Brooklyn, N. Y., and well and favorably known in 
this town. Two reliable clerks are employed, while every article dealt in is warranted genuine and of 
the very best quality. 


Davis & Atkinson, Dealers in Fancy Groceries, 73 Park Avenue. Joseph Flack, Manager, 
Plainfield, N. J. The woman in business has come to stay, and it must be admitted that she brings with 
her an added dignity and brightness to the dull routine of trade, that has been sadly needed all these 
years. Here in Plainfield we have an example of the business woman, a dual example, in fact, that is 
certainly a credit and an ornament to the branch of trade in which it is found. What could be more 
proper than that a thriving grocery business should be under the control of a firm composed of women. 
The sex is the great authority on all matters pertaining to groceries. They are the great buyers, and 
surely they are the most competent judges of what a perfectly equipped grocery store should contain. 
The Misses Davis and Atkinson put their knowledge to practical use as long ago as 1889, with the result 
that they have one of the finest stores in the city. Their establishment is centrally located at 73 Park 
avenue, is a model in arrangement, and is stocked with a fine line of staple and fancy groceries. They 
enjoy a large patronage, as might be expected, and have a class of custom which any live grocer might 
envy them. ‘This store is twenty-five feet front and sixty feet deep, and some idea of the extent of their 
business may be formed, from the fact that they employ a force of five clerks, and require the assistance 
of a manager, Mr. Joseph Flack, a gentleman than whom there is none better posted in the grocery trade. 


George R. Musgrave, Second Hand Furniture Bought and Sold, No. 315 West Front Street, 
Plainfield, N. J. There are many careful housekeepers to be found in Plainfield and vicinity, and not a 
few of them have discovered that the establishment conducted by Mr. George R. Musgrave, at No. 315 
West Front street, is a most excellent one to visit when anything in the shape of antique or second-hand 
furniture is wanted. This business was established by Mr. Musgrave tn 1892, and during the time since 
elapsed it has steadily and largely developed. The proprietor is thoroughly familiar with every detail of 
the trade, and, in fact, gives it such close and constant personal attention that the high degree of success 
attained is certainly thoroughly well deserved. The premises made use of are 25x100 feet in size, includ- 
ing a repair shop, and afford ample opportunity for the carrying of a large stock and the displaying of it 
to excellent advantage. Mr. Musgrave is also a carpenter and contractor, and is prepared to give esti- 
mates on all kinds of work, and do jobbing at short notice, while his charges are always reasonable. One 
competent assistant is employed, though when necessary the force can always be increased. Mr. 
Musgrave is a native of Nova Scotia, and has made many friends since settling in Plainfield. 


T. E. Morgans, Books, Stationery, Music, Hammocks, Croquet, etc. News Agent. All the 
leading Papers and Magazines always on hand. 205 West Front Street, Plainfield, N. J. Millions of 
capital and thousands of men are employed in the collection of news, but the liberality and enterprise 
displayed in this most important department of the newspaper business would be of but little practical 
use were they not supplemented by equal enterprise and liberality in the distributing department, for it 
would obviously be of no avail to get news into type at the earliest possible moment if long delay was in- 
evitable before the papers could be distributed among their hundreds of thousands of readers. Mr: T. E. 
Morgans does much to enable New Jersey readers to get their favorite journals as soon as possible after 
publication, for he does a very extensive news business, and offers a service unsurpassed for _promptness 
and reliability. The premises occupied are located at No. 205 West Front street, and comprise one floor 
13X40 feet in size, giving ample room for the carrying of a large and varied stock of books, stationery, 
music, croquet, hammocks, etc. Mr. Morgans is a native of New York State and begun operations in 
1882, ‘having succeeded to the business established by W. J. Noel in 1879. His policy from the first has 
been to spare no pains to satisfy every reasonable customer, and the success thus far attained is but the 
legitimate result of hard and intelligent work. All the leading papers and magazines are always well rep- 
resented in his stock, while the prices are always reasonable, and five competent clerks are employed. 


r 
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James M. Dunn, Dealer in Groceries and Provisions, Vegetables, Fruits, etc., 220 Park Avenue, 
opposite North Avenue, Plainfield N. J. The gentleman whose card we print above, has been engaged in 
his present line of business for the past forty-one years, for it was in 1852 that he first opened his doors to 
the public. Mr. James M. Dunn is a native of this town, and is held in high esteem by all who know 
him. The premises occupied are located at (old) No. 36 Park avenue, opposite North avenue, (new) No. 
220, comprise one store and basement 25x90 feet each in size, and are fitted up with a carefully selected 
stock of fine groceries, provisions, vegetables, fruits, etc. Mr. Dunn gives particular attention to supply- 
ing family trade, and the advantages offered to those dealing with him are sufficiently pronounced to fully 
account for the business done. Employment is given to three experienced assistants, and customers are 
at all times assured courteous attention and polite and fair treatment. All goods are first-class in every 
respect, and those wishing anything in the above-named lines of food supplies should patronize the estab- 
lishment in question, as the prices quoted here are as low as any in town. Mr. Dunn supervises all the 
details of his business, and nothing is left undone that will enhance the convenience of customers. 


Mrs. J. C. Dyer, Dealer in Millinery, and agent for Butterick’s Patterns, 218 West Front Street, 
Plainfield, N. Jf. It would be difficult, and probably an impossible task, to give an adequate idea of the 
stock carried at the establishment of Mrs. J. C. Dyer, No. 218 West Front street, by any verbal descrip- 
tion, and so, even did our space permit, we would not attempt to do so. Suffice it to say that those who 
wish to see the latest novelties in millinery goods, or who wish to purchase anything in that line for cash, 
at the lowest market rates, or who desire to be assured of prompt attention and honorable dealing, can do 
no better than visit the establishment mentioned. They will not be disappointed at the result, for this 
house has long held the reputation of carrying on one of the most skillfully and liberally managed estab- 
lishments in Plainfield. The premises occupied measure 100x2o0 feet in dimensions. The millinery busi- 
ness was established in 1872 by Mrs. Dyer, and the business has steadily increased until it has reached its 
present huge proportions. The fine stock on hand is displayed to excellent advantage, and comprises all 
kinds of millinery goods, etc. Employment is given from 3 to 5 efficient assistants, and courteous attention is 
assured to all, and every article dealt in is strictly guaranteed to prove as represen’ed in every respect. 
Mrs. Dyer is a native of New York, and it is by long continued application to her business that she has 
gained her present high reputation, having been in business here for the past twenty-one years. 


Mulford Estil, Bookseller and Stationer, School Books, Blank Books, Law Blanks, Fine Papeter- 
ies, Fancy Articles, etc., 111 Park Avenue, Plainfield, N. J. It is a curious fact that some business men 
are better known than their establishments, while others are just the reverse, not being personally known 
excepting toa very limited circle, although their business enterprises may have a more than local reputation. 
It is to the first class that Mr. Mulford Estil belongs, and yet when making this statement we are apt to give 


‘some of.our readers a very erroneous impression, for it would seem to argue that Mr. Estil’s store is not 


widely known, when, as a matter of fact there is not a similar establishment in town with which the public 
are more pleasantly familiar, as it has been known for fifty years. The explanation of the matter is sim- 
ply this: This enterprise was founded by Mr. Milton F. Cushings a half century ago, and so conducted 
after passing through several changes until 1875, when the present proprietor took its management, and 
he has made so many friends and acquaintances, being a native of this town, that he is even better known 
socially than in a business way. He is a Director of the First National Bank of Plainfield. The store oc- 
cupied is located at No. 111 Park avenue, and measures 25x8o feet in dimensions, and a carefully selected 
and very attractive stock is carried, made up of school books, blank books, law blanks, fine papeteries, 
fancy articles, etc., etc., and other articles of a similar nature. Moderate prices are the rule, while two 
assistants are ready to wait upon all callers. 


Plainfield Cornet Band and Orchestra, Music Furnished for all Occasions, N. H. 
Guttman, Leader and Manager, Headquarters, 124 West Second Street, Plainfield, N. J. It is conceded 
by all connoiseurs that there is no finer music than that of a cornet band, provided the players are 
trained musicians and have a good leader. ‘Plainfield is the happy possessor of such a band, which is 
under the leadership of Mr. N. H. Guttman, a musician of high ability, and whose reputation is almost 
as wide as the country. The Plainfield Cornet Band was organized twelve years ago, and has been 
under Mr. Guttman’s management from the beginning, and through his exertions has attained a degree 
of proficiency not surpassed by the most celebrated orchestra in the country. The band is composed of 
twenty pieces, and each man is an artist. It has been frequently heard in concert in Plainfield, and its 
open air performances are among the most enjoyable events in the city. The Plainfield Cornet Band has 
played engagements in all parts of the country, and particularly in Washington, D. C., where on many 
occasions it has taken part in great parades. Its services are in demand at all events in the city at which 
music is a feature. And on all occasions the band is prepared to furnish music suited to the event. 
The headquarters of the Plainfield Cornet Band, is at 124 W. Second street, where Mr. Guttman conducts 
an extensive wholesale and retail business in cigars and tobacco. Mr. Guttman has been engaged in this 
enterprise since 1869, and is a leader in the business. Also gives instructions on cornet and violin. 
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F. M. Bacon, Real Estate and Patent Agency, 67 North Avenue, Plainfield, N. J. No vicinity 
has witnessed a greater or more persistent advance in real estate values than that which has marked the 
progress of Plainfield. Froma little village to a city commanding immense business interests, and at- 
tracting homeseekers from all quarters by its manifold advantages as a place of residence. Its growth 
has naturally created a large demand for the services of experienced anc@ energetic real estate agents, and 
(here aie many such now in the city, but none better qualified for the office than Mr. F. M. Bacon, whose 
office is at 67 North avenue, on the second floor. Although a native of New York, Mr. Bacon was taken 
to Wisconsin by his parents when he was but seven months old, and by training and surroundings has 
become a typical westerner, with all the push and go-aheaditiveness of that breezy country. Coming East 
in 1865, he located in Plainfield in 1869, and at once identified himself with its property interests. In the 
succeeding prosperity and growth of the city, Mr. Bacon has had no small part. He commands the con- 
fidence of both the buyers and sellers and is one of the leading real estate men of the city, besides being 
President of the Real Estate Trust. This is not as might be supposed an aggregation of capitalists come 
together for the purpose of monopolizing the real estate interests of Plainfield, but an institution designed 
to serve and relieve those who have property in land or houses which they wish taken care of in the best 
manner, or disposed of to the greatest advantage. Mr. Bacon will be happy to explain its object and scope 
to all who may desire information concerning it. In connection with his real estate business, Mr. Bacon 
conducts an agency of special interest and advantage to inventors. 


V. L. Frazee, Groceries, Fruits and Vegetables, 151 W. Front Street, Plainfield, N. J. The 
housewives of Plainfield are discriminating in their patronage of purveyors of the indispensables of life, 
and they know from experience, that nowhere in the city can groceries, fruits and vegetables of such 
uniformly fine quality, be bought at lower prices or in greater variety, than at the well known establish- 
ment of Mr. V. L. Frazee, 151 W. Front street. No other store has a wider reputation nor a longer list 
of customers, than his, although he has been in business in Plainfield but a little over two years. Busi- 
ness is always brisk at No. 151, and the four obliging clerks are sometimes pushed to their utmost to 
keep abreast of orders. Yet they never lose patience, and customers are always certain of receiving 
prompt and courteous attention. The store, which is 15x60 feet, and a large store house in the rear, are 
~ filled to overflowing with choice groceries, and the buyer must indeed be hard to suit who cannot find 
everything desired in this line. eside his retail business, Mr. Frazee does quite an extensive wholesale 
trade, supplying the smaller stores in Plainfield and the suburbs. Mr. Frazee is very popular with the 
residents of the Fourth ward, which he represents in the Board of Aldermen, having the proud distinction 
of having been the only Democrat elected in this strong Republican city. 


KR. J. Shaw, Pharmacist, Front Street, opposite Park Avenue, Plainfield, N. J. In 1866 Dr. 
Sutphen opened a drug store in Plainfield, which soon became famed throughout the length and breadth 
of this section. When the doctor retired in 1869 Mr. R. J. Shaw took the business, and by energy, 
special fitness and most engaging manners built up a business that has increased with the years, and 
which is to-day one of the most substantial of its kind in the State. Mr. R. J. Shaw is a pharmacist of 
the highest order, and commands the fullest confidence of the medical profession, and the general pub- 
lic, and among his fellow pharmacists he is held in highest esteem, as shown by his election to the office 
of president ot the New Jersey Pharmaceutical Association in 1892, which is composed oi all the repre- 
sentative men engaged in this profession throughout the State. Mr. Shaw, as might be expected, has a 
fine store, a model in the perfection of its details and arrangement. It is stocked with a choice assort- 
ment of the newest and most valuable drugs and chemicals known to medicine, elegant preparations, 
many of which are of his own manufacture, and, in fact, a complete line of everything that should have 
a place in a drug store, of the first class, including fine perfumes, toilet preparations and accessories, etc. 
Mr. Shaw does both a jobbing and retail business, and his store acquires further distinction from the 
fact that it is a flag signal station of the United States Weather Bureau. 


J. H. Flannery, Blacksmithing and General Repairing, Cor. Vhird and Church Streets, Plain- 
field, N. J. ‘here is no need of telling the residents of Plainfield and vicinity that Mr. J. E. Flannery 
is an experienced and skillful blacksmith and general repairer, for they have had ample time and oppor- 
tunity to find that out for themselves during the fourteen years that he has carried on operations here, 
but as the most of the circulation of this book will be out of town, and as it will be read by many of the 
summer tourists who travel through here.and who frequently have occasion for the services of a black- 
smith, we feel that we are doing many of our readers a service in calling their attention to Mr. Flannery’s 
facilities, for he does first-class work at‘short notice and at low rates. He is a native of Scotch Plains, 
N. J., where he was in business for seven years before coming to this town. His shop is located on 
corner | hird and Church streets, comprises one floor 25x50 feet in dimensions, is fitted up with all neces- 
sary tools and appliances, while four competent assistants are employed to insure the prompt filling of 
orders. All work is guaranteed and all kinds of carriage repairing is done at short notice and only 
reasonable charges are made in every instance. 
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J. F. Mac Donald, Uptown Grocer, Telephone No. 155., 46 and 48 East Front Street, Plain- 
field, N. J. To define what is meant by the term groceries would be a most difficult task. There is an 
infinite number of things included under this head, yet to the average mind the word conveys the idea of 
an array of the most prosaic articles, in which flour, sugar, butter and eggs figure prominently. Food 
exhibitions have, of late years, done much to educate the people in matters pertaining to the grocery 
trade, yet it is surprising how little is generally known concerning the capabilities of the grocery store in 
supplying, not alone the necessities of life, but a startling array of table delicacies. |The grocer is fast 
educating his patrons in the resources of his store, but judging by the very extensive trade he does in 
fine and fancy groceries, Mr J. F. Mac Donald has succeeded far better than the average dealer in this 
direction. But it is not only in this branch of his business that Mr. Mac Donald excels. _ His stock of 
staple groceries, both green and dry, is one of the largest, as well as the finest and most complete in the 
city. An entire building, three stories high, and twenty-four by sixty feet, is required to hold it, and 
give space for business purposes. It is the oldest grocery store in the city, it having been established in 
1856, by Mr. R. Mac Donald, the father of the present proprietor, who became a partner in 1880, and 
succeeded to the business eight years later. Mr. Mac Donald is a very busy man, for beside the cares 
of his large business, he holds a number of prominent positions, including that of director of the City 
National Bank, member of the Board of Commissioners of Appeals of the Tax Department, Financial 
Secretary of the flourishing Retail Grocers’ Protective Association, and is one of the Governors of the 
Plainfield Board of Trade. 


Hallock & Davis, Fine Derby Hats, Men’s Furnishings, Trunks and Bags, Boys’ Shirt Waists, 
Etc., 109 West Front Street, opposite Somerset Street, Plainfield, N. J. Every man cannot be an ex- 
pert in judging clothing and other commodities, which he is obliged to buy from time to time, but every 
man can at least exercise intelligent discrimination in placing his orders with reputable and responsible 
dealers, and if this be done there is no fear of meeting with imposition. Nor is it necessary to pay 
fancy prices in order to be sure of obtaining dependable goods. Messrs. Hallock & Davis, doing busi- 
ness at No. 109 West Front street, handle no articles that they cannot guarantee will prove as represent- 
ed, and offer the latest styles in derby hats, men’s furnishings, trunks and bags, boys’ shirt waists, etc., 
etc., to choose from, but nevertheless they quote bottom figures and good materials. The premises 
utilized comprise one floor 20xgo feet in size, which contain a large and varied stock. Employment is 
given to three competent assistants, while prompt and polite attention is assured to all callers. This 
business was founded a half century ago by Mr. Manning Vermule, and so conducted until 1890, when 
the present firm took the management. Both members are natives of New York, and the senior mem- 
ber is secretary of Board of Trade. 


Alex. Willett, Fine Shoes, Strictly One Price, 107 Park Avenue, Plainfield, N. J. Many persons 
pride themselves on being good judges of boots and shoes, but as a matter of fact, it is practically impos- 
sible to accurately determine the real value of a made up boot or shoe, for the simple reason that many 
important details of workmanship cannot then be examined. Of course it is generally safe to assume that 
if the stock is good, and the workmanship, so far as it can be seen, is all right, the entire shoe is properly 
made from suitable materials, but there is no certainty about it, and, therefore, the only way to be sure of 
getting your money’s worth is to patronize a thoroughly reputable dealer. Mr. Alex. Willett is a native 
of Somerset county, N. J., and during the fifteen years that he has sold boots and shoes in this town, he 
has established an enviable reputation for skill, fair dealing and enterprise. His store is located at No. 107 
Park avenue, and measures 20x60 feet in size. ‘Two assistants are employed, and the assortment of fine 
boots and shoes carried is complete, while they are sold at strictly one price, and all warranted to prove 
as represented, while the prices are uniformly moderate and all callers promptly waited upon. 


E. H. Holmes, Dealer in Coal and Wood, Office with Woolston & Buckle, 141-145 North Ave- 
nue ; Yard, 208 Madison Avenue, opposite Electric Light Station. There is no better known nor more 
widely respected merchant in the city of Plainfield than Mr. E. H. Holmes. For twenty years he acted 
as agent for Adams Express Company in this city, coming here from Massachusetts (his native State) 
in 1866. His health failing, he was obliged to resign the position he had so long held with honor and dis- 

tinction. He sought other fields of business, less trying to his health, and opened a coal and wood yard 
here in 1888. In the succeeding years he has prospered, as do only such men who, by ability, integrity 
and careful attention to the interests of those they serve, gain the confidence and esteem of the public. 
His yard at Madison avenue and Second street is 100 feet wide by 200 feet deep, and is most eligibly sit- 
uated for the receipt of coal and wood by rail, being connected with the main line by a side track. Mr. 
Holmes does an extensive retail business in coal and wood, having in stock nothing but the best qualities, 
which he is prepared to furnish in any quantity, by the ton or carload, at prices as low as prevailing whole- 
sale rates will permit. While you are contemplating laying in your coal, it will be advisable to call on 
Mr. Holmes, whom you will find courteous and prompt to attend to your wants, and who will quote you 
prices as low as the lowest. He has an office at the yard, but, for the convenience of patrons he has also 
established one at 141-145 North avenue, in the office of Messrs. Woolston and Buckle. 
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E. J. Connolly, Dealer in Choice Meats and Vegetables, Smoked Meats of all kinds always on 
hand. Orders called for and delivered free of charge. Rink Building, 331 Watchung Ave., Plainfield, 
N. J. A provision store that has grown to be a favorite is that conducted by Mr. E. J. Connolly. This 
business was started in November, 1892, but its success has been pronounced from the very first. Mr. 
E. J. Connolly is well-known and understands his present business in every detail. The premises 
utilized are located at No. 331 Watchung avenue, comprise one floor, 25x75 feet in dimensions, and 
a large retail trade is done in choice meats and vegetables, smoked meats of all kinds being always on 
hand, while orders is called for and delivered free of charge. Mr. Connolly has shown himself to be an 
enterprising business man by the way in which he has managed it, and he has already secured many 
regular customers, who have found the goods to be strictly as represented in every iustance. The store 
is very nicely fitted up, perfect cleanliness and order being observable everywhere, and the large and 
varied stock disposed of to the best advantage. Five courteous and agreeable assistants are kept em- 
ployed so that all customers receive prompt attention, and no pains are spared to give them entire satis- 
faction in every possible way.. 


W. L. Gavett & Co., Crockery, China, Glassware, Lamps, Gas Fixtures &c., 129 East Front 
Street, Plainfield, N. J. This enterprise was started in 1862, by Messrs. W. L. Gavett & Co., the present 
proprietors, and the most significant evidence that can be given concerning the character and popularity 
of this house is that offered by the fact that it is rapidly becoming known throughout this section as the 
headquarters for crockery, china, glassware, lamp goods and gas fixtures. So pronounced a success 1s not 
to be gained without hard and intelligent work, and Messrs, Gavett & Co. have certainly worked hard, 
but they have the satisfaction of knowing that their efforts are appreciated by the general public, and 
are therefore encouraged to continue their efforts with renewed vigor. The premises made use of are 
located at No. 129 East Front street, comprise one floor 80x24 feet in dimensions. The stock, which 1s 
extensive and varied, consists in part of fine china, glassware, etc. Among it many new and choice goods 
which will be shown with pleasure, a specialty is made in the manufacture of cheap gas fixtures, in which 
the senior member has had long experience. All orders are promptly filled. W. L. and J. W. Gavett are 
the individual members of this firm and both natives of Boston. 


P, Casey, Dealer in Silk, Alpaca and Gingham Umbrellas, Silk Sun Umbrellas, &c. Trunks, Bags, 
Umbrellas, Parasols, &c., Repaired. Umbrellas and Parasols Re-covered. Trunk Covers Made to Order. 
Locks Repaired and all kinds of Key Fitting. 126 West Front Street, Plainfield, N. J. When a man 
makes a specialty of any branch of business, devoting his whole time and talents to it, you may be 
assured that when you are in need of the articles he handles you will be more certain of getting the 
full value of your money, if you buy from him, than in any of the largest establishments where his line 
is carried as a sort of side issue. With this brief introduction you will be the better prepared for what 
we have to say regarding the business of Mr. P. Casey, who for twenty-two years has made a specialty of 
dealing in umbrellas, and probably knows more about those useful and often misappropriated articles 
than any other man in Plainfield. So if you want to get a reliable umbrella, one that wont act like a 
seive, in the first shower you get caught in, examine Mr. Casey’s stock before you go elsewhere. The 
undertaking will be a large one, for his stock is a big one, and includes all qualities in silk, alpaca 
and gingham, while his prices vary accordingly, but in every case are no higher than the quality of the 
article warrants, and certainly not higher than those asked by other dealers. This stock also includes 
a fine line of parasols, while silk sun umbrellas are made a specialty. Another department of the busi- 
ness is devoted to trunks and hand bags, which will be found here in great variety, and in quality and 
prices to suit all buyers. Of course there is also a department for the repairing of umbrellas and para- 
sols, which work is done in the best manner and at small cost. He aiso makes trunk covers to order, 
repairs locks and fits keys of all kinds. His store at 126 West Front street is well worth a visit. 


The Leader, M. Goldmann, Proprietor. Dealer in Ladies’ and Gentlemen’s Furnishing Goods, 
210 Front Street, Plainfield, N. J. Among the leading ladies’ and gentlemen’s dry goods houses in this 
locality, prominent mention must be made of “The Leader,” of which Mr. M. Goldmann is the proprietor, 
for although this house is of comparatively recent origin, having been started here in Plainfield during 
the current year, the undertaking carried on was founded in New York city in 1878, and has ranked with 
the representative enterprises of the kind. Mr. Goldmann is a native of Germany, and gives constant 
and personal attention to the business. The premises occupied comprise one floor 65x25 feet in dimen- 
sions, and are located at No. 210 West Front street, A large stock of all kinds of ladies’ and gentle- 
men’s furnishing goods, and small wares too numerous to mention, while particular inducements are 
offered in these lines, this store being looked upon as the headquarters for.them so far as this town is 
concerned. One competent and reliable assistant is employed, while prompt and careful attention is the 
rule to all. Mr. Goldmann quotes bottom prices, and every article sold is guaranteed to prove as repre- 
sented in every respect, as they are sold strictly on their merits, while they will bear the closest 
examination. 
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C. K. Compton, Baker and Confectioner, 144 W. Front Street, Plainfield, N. J. The food we 
eat makes us largely what we are, and an ill-nourished body seldom contains an alert, able mind. It is, 
therefore, of the highest consequence that we exercise care in the selection of food, and that we should he 
assured that those from whom we obtain it are worthy of the confidence bestowed upon them. No 
greater responsibility rests upon any purveyor of food than that which the baker must bear, and unless he 
be a man of high integrity, he is not fit to be trusted. Wholesome bread is one of the absolute necessi- 
ties of life, and it is only to be made from the best ingredients. Be sure that your baker is not of the 
class who uses spoiled or inferior flour, hiding its deficiencies by employing chemicals ; and to make assur- 
ance doubly sure, patronize only such men as Mr. C. K. Compton, whose standing in the community 1s of 
the highest, and who is celebrated, not alone for the excellence of his bread and rolls, but for the superi- 
ority of his cake, pastry and confectionery. He is an extensive producer of all these, his establishment 
being one of the largest of the kind in the city. His store is at 144 West Front street, and is 25x75 feet 
in dimensions. The large and always fresh stock, is composed of a very choice assortment of plain and 
fancy cakes, bread, rolls, buns, and, in fact, everything that is made by a first class baker. One side of 
this store is devoted to a line of fine confectionery, which, for extent and variety, is not surpassed by that 
to be found in any leading establishment. Back of the store is a delightful, airy and cool ice cream gar- 
den, about 25x60 feet, with ample seating accommodation for eighty people, while the cream served is unex- 
celled for purity and delicacy of flavor. The business is an old established one, having been begun about 
twenty-five years ago, by Mr. L. L. Compton, who was succeeded by his son, Mr. C. K. Compton, in 1886. 
The latter gentleman employs ten people in his different departments, and runs two delivery wagons, the 
business being wholesale as well as retail. 


Carey’s Auction and Commission Howse, Sales Every Friday Up-stairs, 2 p. m. 
sharp. Estimates Given on Household Furniture. Outside Sales Promptly Attended To. T. J. 
Carey, Licensed Auctioner, 326, 328, 330 and 332 West Front Street, also a Bedding Store, at 76 Front 
Street, Plainfield, N. J. A review of the representative business enterprises of Plainfield, which made no 
mention of the business of Mr. T. J. Carey, would be far from complete, no matter how carefully it had 
been compiled, for Mr. Carey is one of the most energetic business men of the city and his enterprise is 
unbounded. Perhaps his most important enterprise, for he is directly represented in several, is his 
storage, commission and auction rooms at 326, 328, 330 and 332 West Front street. Here he occupies a 
large brick building, 60x60 feet, five stories high. A portion of this is devoted to the storage business, 
sixty separate rooms being set apart for this purpose. The building Is fireproof. and as Mr. Carey is an 
old furniture dealer, having been engaged in that line of business for the past twenty years, all goods 
sent to his establishment are sure to receive the best of care. In connection with storage, Mr. Carey 
conducts an extensive auction business, sales being held every Friday, except in the months of July and 
August. He makes a specialty of real estate sales, and attends to all outside sales promptly. Among 
other businesses claiming his attention, is that of gentlemen’s furnishing goods, which he carries on at 
S. Second street and Muhlenberg place, and where a stock that is not to be surpassed for variety, style and 
quality is to be found, and at prices that at once appeal to the buyer. Adjoining this establishinent is 
a fine furniture store, which is also conducted by Mr. Carey. It is, as may be imagined. well stocked 
with all that is desirable in the way of furniture; while it would be difficult to beat his prices anywhere 
in the city As indicating his position in the community, and the esteem in which he is generally held, 
it might be mentioned that Mr. Carey served as City Councilman for two years, resigning that position 
to assume the duties of Chief of Police. The latter office he held for three years, when the demands of 
business compelled him to retire. 


W. . & W. Van Winkle, (Successors to Peter E. See) Dealers in Staple Groceries and 
Provisions, Fruits and vegetables in their season, Somerset Street, corner Manning Avenue, North Plain- 
field, N. J. In a review of the leading industries and commercial features of any section, the grocery 
trade must of necessity hold a conspicuous place, in view of its great extent and vast importance, in the 
economics of the people. Among the leading and reliable houses in this department of business to 
which particular attention should be drawn, is that conducted by Messrs. Wm. H. and Wm. Van Winkle 
on Somerset street, corner of Manning avenue, North Plainfield. Both gentlemen claim Plainfield as 
their birthplace, and each has had a long and valuable experience in the grocery trade, their connection 
with other prominent stores in the city, having made them well known and esteemed. Their well- 
arranged and attractive store, which is 25x50 feet in dimensions, contains a large and well selected stock 
of fancy and staple groceries, including choice teas and coffees, spices and the finest grades of creamery 
and dairy butter. Messrs. Van Winkle exercise special care to obtain the best and purest goods for the 
benefit of their patrons, and their representations are always to be relied upon. They employ two ac- 
tive and courteous assistants, and orders are received and the goods delivered with the greatest promptl- 
tude. Housekeepers will find it to their advantage to inspect the stock and examine the facilities pos- 
sessed by the Messrs. Van Winkle in the line of first-class groceries. a3 
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B. F. Crane, Dealer in Beef. Veal, Mutton, Lamb, Pork, Smoked Meats, Poultry, Vegetables, 
Fish, &c., corner Second Street and Park Avenue, Plainfield, N. J. Orders called for and delivered free 
of charge. The importance of the meat and provision trade cannot be over- estimated, for it is truly one 
of the most prominent industries, engaging the attention of a large number of firms and individuals, and 
employing labor and capital to a marked degree. Though thousands of tons of these commodities are 
sold each year, there is no perceptible diminution in the demand for first-class goods. Among the houses 
devoted to the above named line of business in Plainfield, that of Mr. B. F. Crane occupies an honorable 
position. Mr. Crane is a native of Morris County, N. J., and is very well known throughout this vicinity, 
and succeeded W. J. Lewis in the control of his present enterprise in 1892. The premises occupied are 
located on corner Second street and Park avenue, and measure 25x50 feet in size. They are filled with 
a well selected stock of beef, veal, lamb, mutton, pork, smoked meats, poultry, vegetables and fish, etc. 
The large retail trade enjoyed requires the services of two competent assistants, and its details are most 
ably managed. All the goods of this house are above comment, and all purchasers are too well aware of 
their extra quality to oblige us to call special attention to their quality, 


PARK AVENUE. 


Asa Collier, Watchmaker, Jeweler and Engraver, No. 3 Park Avenue, second door from Front 
Street, Plainfield, N. J. Repairing in all its branches. The man who has once carried a really accurate 
watch, will never be satisfied afterwards with a time-keeper that is not to be entirely depended upon. 
There is a peculiar satisfaction in owning a watch that you can “swear by,” known only to those who 
have experienced it, and if any of our readers should be about to purchase a watch, we would most cer- 
tainiy advise them to pay a fair price and get a reliable article. Those living in Plainfield or vicinity can 
do no better than to place their orders with Mr. Asa Collier, doing business at No. 3 Park avenue, second 
door from Front street, for this gentleman is in a position to offer unsurpassed inducements to purchasers. 
He is a native of Concord, Mass., and since opening his present store herein Plainfield in 1869, has built up 
a large business by close attention to his patrons and fair dealing with all. Mr. Collier warrants the arti- 
cles he sells to give entire satisfaction, and carries a fine stock of watches and jewelry. Engraving and 
repairing in all its branches are made a specialty. ‘Two assistants are employed, and callers are assured 
prompt and courteous attention as well as fair dealing and desirable goods at low prices. Mr. Collier is 
Vice-President of National Retail Jewelers’ Association of Pennsylvania. Mr. Collier is a veteran of the 
late war, having served in the Sixth Massachusetts. He is also Past Commander of Major Anderson 
Post 109, G. A. R., a member of Trinity Commandery. Knights Templar, connected with Mecca Temple, 
of New York, and a 32d degree Mason, 
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Joseph C. Allen, Toys, Games and House Furnishings, Tin, Glass, Wood, etc. Good Goods at 
Moderate Prices. 5 and 10 Cent Counters. Royal Tooth Powder, Prepared by the Allen Pharmacy 
Man’f’g Co., N. Y._ Domestic Sewing Machines. 202 West Front Street, Plainfield, N. J. An establish- 
ment that calls for special mention is that presided over by Mr. Joseph C. Allen, a man of unusual enter- 
prise and energy. There is so much to attract the attention of the visitor to his store that it is difficult to 
know how to begin a general description. To undertake anything more detailed would require a volume 
much larger than this book. The house furnishing department is a large and complete business in itself, 
and there is a line of toys, games, etc., big enough to stock any average store, and more varied than 
that carried by many dealers who make of this a special business. His five and ten cent counters of glass, 
tin and wooden ware, are liberally patronized, and nowhere else in Plainfield, or even in New York for 
that matter, can better goods be found, and certainly not lower prices in any department. But perhaps in 
all his great enterprises the most important is that which is known as the Allen Pharmacy Manufacturing 
Company, of which he is the founder, and whose principal offices and laboratory are in New York with a 
branch in Plainfield. The chief and most important product of this Company is the far-famed Royal 
Tooth Powder. We use this term advisedly, for this elegant toilet preparation, although one of the latest 
on the market is already known from Maine to California, and from Florida to the great lakes. This is 
no exaggeration, but a substantial fact that can be readily proved. The Royal Tooth Powder, it is 
claimed, will lead all others, as it is an unexcelled and delightfully fragrant preparation, keeping the teeth 
white and preserving them perfectly from decay, while it is soothing and healing to the gums, and im- 
parts a most pleasing aroma to the breath. This powder is guaranteed to be strictly as represented, and 
free from deleterious substances. It is put up in attractive bottles and retails at the small price of ten 
cents per bottle, while much inferior tooth powders sell readily at twenty-five cents. Its superiority is 
based on the fact that its ingredients are absolutely pure, and composed of expensive imported materials. 
It is carefully made under the direction of professional men of recognized experience and ability, while 
its component parts are pronounced to be valuable to the teeth by dentists and physicians of note. It 
contains nothing that can injure the most delicate teeth, arrests decay and hardens the gums, preserving 
them from diseases to which they are liable. No first-class dealer will be without a stock of Royal Tooth 
Powder, and all consumers will find in it what they have long wanted. In connection with his various 
business interests, Mr. Allen represents the Domestic Sewing Machine, whose especial merits and advan- 
tages are so well-known that it is like wasting time to recount them. No family can well do without one, 
and the number in use in Plainfield and vicinity, show that they are fully appreciated by the people. If 
you want a machine that does not get out of order, that makes both the lock and chain stitch, thus com- 
bining the advantages of two machines in one, and which is in fact a sewing machine of the very highest 
grade, buy the Domestic. 


J. H. Blimm, Dealer in Groceries, Provisions, Vegetables, Fruits, etc. Flour, Feed, Grain, 
Baled Hay and Straw. Orders Delivered Free of Charge to any part of the City or North Plainfield. No. 263 
E. Third Street, Plainfield, N. J. Among those grocery and provision houses, which both on account of the 
character and extent of the stock carried and the low prices named on the articles comprising the same, 
are worthy of especially prominent and favorable mention must be classed that conducted by Mr. J. H. 
Blimm at No. 263 East Third Street, for this gentleman caters to the most fastidious trade, while his 
prices are as low as the lowest in every department, quality of course being considered. The premises are 
spacious and comprise one floor and basement, each 25x50 feet in dimensions, affording ample accom- 
modations for the large assortment of groceries, provisions, fruits, vegetables, flour, feed, grain, baled hay 
and straw, which is constantly carried. A full assortment of everything usually carried in a first-class 
grocery store is always to be found here. Three experienced assistants are employed, and all orders will 
be promptly filled and goods delivered free to any part of the town or North Plainfield. Mr. Blimm is a 
native of N. Y., and began operations here in 1889, having succeeded to the business established by Mr. F. 
A. Weber in 1886. Although Mr. Blimm is one of the youngest grocers in Plainfield he understands the 
business thoroughly, having worked at it from boyhood. 


J. V. Berkaw, Dealer in Boots and Shoes, 119 West Front Street, Plainfield, N. J. Although 
there are many who say they “know a good shoe when they see it,” the fact is it is by no means easy to 
judge of the value of such an article simply by examination, for inferior stock can be so prepared as to 
look all right to any one but an expert, and the same may be said of the workmanship, or at least so 
much of it as shows on the outside. The way to geta reliable shoe at a fair price, is to patronize an ex- 
perienced and reputable dealer, and we know of none in Plainfield who gives better value than Mr. eve 
Berkaw. So that those wanting anything in the line of footwear would do well to give him a call. He 
carries a good stock and warrants every article he sells to prove just as represented. Mr. Berkaw is a 
native of Illinois, and is very well-known throughout this locality as an enterprising business man. 
The business now conducted by him was originally founded by Mr. G. W. Tome some thirty years ago. 
The store utilized is located at 119 Front street, measures 60x20 feet in dimensions, and is well stocked 
with a large and varied assortment of all kinds of boots and shoes. The service is prompt and reliable, 
while Mr. Berkaw assures every caller courteous and intelligent attention. 
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' Edward C. Mulford, Real Estate Broker and Fire Insurance, Loans Negotiated, Agent 
for Fidelity and Casualty Company of New York, Agent for Inman Line of Steamers, Office, 169 North 
Avenue, Opposite Railroad Station, Residence, 65 East Fifth Street, Plainfield, N. J. The service 
rendered by Mr. Edward C. Mulford in connection with the handling of a long line of real estate and the 
placing of insurance, have received very substantial recognition from not only the landlords and business 
men of Plainfield, but from the army of house renters and buyers of the city and vicinity. Being an old 
resident of New Jersey, and having been in this line of business since 1876, Mr. Mulford has unusual 
facilities for selling, renting and exchanging real estate. His list contains some of the most desirable 
houses and property in the State, and comprehends such a large variety in character and prices, that one 
must be very difficult to suit, indeed, if his requirements cannot be met by Mr. Mulford. As an insur- 
ance broker, also, he takes high rank and represents the leading companies of the country, such as the 
Fidelity and Casualty of New York. He has special facilities for the negotiation of loans on the most 
desirable terms, and does a large business among commercial men in this department. He is also agent 
for the Inman line, a great convenience for those about to take a European trip, as they can secure 
tickets and accommodations on the finest steamers afloat, without making a special trip to New York. 
Mr. Mulford’s office is at 169 North avenue, opposite station, in the fine three-story brick building, which 
he owns. Asa lieutenant inthe Vhirtieth New Jersey Volunteers, Mr. Mulford served with distinction in 
the late war. He has filled the office of Common Councilman for two terms. Mr. Mulford is agent for 
the following Fire Insurance Companies: Insurance Co. of North America, Phoenix (of London), London 
and Lancaster, Queen (of America), Mechanics and Traders of New Orleans and Teutonia of New 
Orleans. 


D. W. Littell, Practical Sanitary Plumber and Ventilator, Established 1868, Brick and Portable 
Furnaces, Ranges, Etc., Steam and Hot Water Heating, Gas Fitting and Fixtures, Roofing, Etc. The Re- 
modeling of Plumbing in Old Buildings, introducting the Most Perfect Sanitary Appliances, a Special 
Feature, No. 112 North Avenue, Residence, 715 West Seventh Street, Plainfield, N. J. ~The great ad- 
vance in general knowledge of hygiene and the principles conducing to health and long life, has neces- 
sitated a vast change in the building and arrangement of dwellings, particularly in tne plumbing work, 
upon the perfection of which, it is now generally recognized, much depends. Sanitary plumbing and good 
ventilation go hand in hand, as agents of healthfulness. But as there are men who pose as sanitary 
plumbers, who use the term to cover poor work and lack of ability, it is well to know whom you are em- 
ploying, whether the work to be done is the fitting up of a new house or the remodeling of old plumbing. If 
you go to Mr. D, W. Littell of 112 North avenue, you can make no mistake, and will never be dissatisfied 
with results. He isa practical plumber of Jong ‘and large experience, and since 1868 has been engaged 
in business in this city. He does both a wholesale and retail business, and employs, on the average, nine 
practical workmen. His store and office, on North avenue, is twenty feet wide and sixty feet deep, while 
in addition he has, on Sycamore street, a commodious store room, 30x40 feet. Mr. Littell makes a spec- 
ialty of supplying and setting up brick and portable furnaces, ranges, steam and hot water heating appa- 


ratus, as well as gas fitting, gas fixtures, roofing, etc. The remodeling of plumbing in old buildings, in- 


troducing the most perfect sanitary appliances, is a special feature of his business, while on all new work 
he will cheerfully furnish estimates, and promptly execute orders. Mr. Littell enjoys the honor of being 
the only member of the Master Plumbers’ Association of New York, engaged in business in the State of 
New Jersey. 


A. D. Mallinson, North Avenue Pharmacy, 205 North Avenue, Opposite Railroad Station, 
Plainfield, New Jersey. Every experience physician will agree that the cure of disease would be much 
more easy than is now the case were the drugs and medicines sold by every dealer unifoi1m in character. 
The public are apt to suspect that a physician who directs them to a certain pharmacy does so because 
he receives a percentage of the cost of the medicine sold, but this is so seldom the case as to be un- 
worthy of consideration. The fact is, a physician learns that a certain pharn.acist obtains his supplies 
from reliable sources, renews them often enough to prevent serious deterioration from age and is. skill- 
ful and careful in the compounding of prescriptions, As these things enable the eff: cts of prescriptions 
put up at his establishment to be more accurately prepared than would otherwise be poss ble, and asthe 


professional reputation of the physician is directly dependent upon his prescriptions having: the desited’ 
effect, what more natural than that he should direct where they should be compounded? =. Mr. Av Dy: 
North Avenue Pharmacy,” is one of the most popular pharmacists -in this’ 


c. 


Mallinson, proprietor of the 
section. not only among physicians, but alsu the general public, for he has had long experience in the 
business and his methods are uniformly reliable. He is a native of this town, and became identified with 
his present enterprise in 1891. ‘lhe premises occupied are located at No. 205 North avenue, comprise 
one fluor 70x25 fect in size. A large stock of drugs, medicines and chemicals is carried, pres: 1iptions 
being very carefully compuunded at reasonable rates. A speciality is made of the manufacture ef emul- 
sions, liniments, while a fine stock is always carried of perfumery and toilet articles, etc., etc. One 
reliable and competent clerk is employed, so all callers are treated with courtesy and politeness, 


‘ 
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Townsend’s Marble and Granite Works, 30 and 32 Somerset Street, Plainfield, N. J. 
It is not a good plan to take too much for granted, and those who argue that where open and free com- 
petition is present, as is the case in the marble and granite business, one dealer can offer as great induce- 
ments as another, would learn, if they made personal investigation, that this principle, although plansible 
in theory, is not born out in practice. This is not the place to point out the reasons why some dealers 
can and do offer special advantages, and indeed our readers are much more interested in learning what 
dealers do afford the most efficient and economical service, than in ascertaining how they do it. With- 
out any further preface, then, we would call attention to “ Townsend's” Marble and Granite Works. of 
which Mr. J. G. Townsend is the proprietor, for he announces that all in need of any work in his line 
will find it to their advantage to get his prices before going elsewhere, and the best of this announce- 
ment is that it is fully justified by the facts. Mr. Townsend, who is a native of New York, deals in all 
kinds and grades of cemetery work, monuments, tablets, headstones. The premises utilized are located 
at No. 30 and 32 Somerset street, and comprise two stories 50x100 feet in dimensions. Four competent 
assistants are employed, while bottom prices are quoted in every department of the business, and the 
quality of the work will in all cases compare favorably with that of similar grades produced by other 
manufacturers. All orders are assured prompt and careful attention. 


Boice, Runyon & Co., Successors to Estate of D. J. Boice and A. D. Cook & Bro., dealers in 
Coal, Lumber and Masons’ Material, 42 to 60 Park avenue, Plainfield, N. J. The large demand for 
lumber and other building materials in Plainfield and vicinity is due to the rapid growth of the city and 
its suburbs, but that growth is in no small degree the result of the excellent facilities afforded by local 
lumber dealers, and is stimulated by the fact that the inducements offered by them are not surpassed 
anywhere in the State. A notable house in Plainfield is that of Messrs. Boice, Runyon & Co., whose 
immense yard covers fully two acres of ground, lying on either side of the New Jersey Central Railroad 
tracks, thus giving them unexampled facilities for receiving and shipping lumber, etc. This great busi- 
ness was established over fifty years ago, by Messrs. Boice & Thickstun, who were succeeded by Mr. D. 
J. Boice, who in turn gave place to the present firm. Its business has been greatly enlarged by the com- 
paratively recent purchase of the extensive yards of Messrs. A. D. Cook & Bro., and the firm is now in 
a better position than ever before, to fill all orders for lumber and masons’ materials, with the utmost 
promptness. In addition to lumber, etc., which by the way is, in their yards, protected by large sheds 
of corrugated iron, Messrs. Boise, Runyon & Co. are large dealers in coal, which they will furnish to fam- 
ilies or manufacturers, in any quantity, and at lowest market rates. They invite builders and masons to 
get their estimates on supplies in their line before placing orders elsewhere, in the full assurance that 
they will be as low as the lowest, while the quality of the stock offered is unsurpassable. 


The Standard Carpet Renovating Works, 137 and 139 Second Street, Plainfield, 
N. J. George R. Schlereth, Proprietor. Having erected a carpet renovating works, we are enabled with 
our improved machinery to clean all kinds of carpets and rugs in a first-class manner. Moth and dust 
removed. Brilliancy restored so as to look as nearly like new as possible. With our method of clean- 
ing carpets we feel confident that we can give entire satisfaction. Carpets taken up and relaid if de- 
sired. All work called for and delivered tree of charge. A share of your patronage solicited. We do 
everything with carpets. Mattresses steamed and made over. New mattresses made to order. 


J. Van Eps, Jeweler and Watchmaker, Optical Goods and Merchandise, Agent for Premier Bi- 
cycles, (Old) No. 12 Park Avenue, Plainfield, N. J. It is perfectly natural that buyers of jewelry should 
give the preference to oid established houses, but the rule is not always operative, since purchasers have 
not infrequently found that some old houses are disposed to base prices upon their reputation for antiq- 
uity. This may or may not be true of the jewelry trade of this city, but the tact remains that Mr. J. 
Van Eps, who came here from New York at the beginning of the present year, has already acquired an 
extensive reputation as a dealer whose charges are moderate, and whose work is not excelled by that of 
the most celebrated houses in the land. He understands every department of his business, being a, 
thoroughly practical man, deeply versed in the art of the gold and silver smith, the watchmaker, and in 
fact, all departments of jewelry manufacture. It is not surprising therefore that his store at No. 12 Park 
avenue should be sought out by discriminating buyers and that he shou'd do a large business in jewelry, 
watches, clocks and optical goods. A branch of work in which Mr. Van Eps excels is the repairing of 
fine musical instruments. He carries an extensive stock of these, and all bear the names of the most 
celebrated makers. His business is both wholesale and retail, though he devotes his attention chiefly to 
the latter branch. There is no work in his line no matter how difficult or delicate, that Mr. Van Eps 
can not accomplish, and that, too, in a manner that gives the utmost satisfaction to his patrons. His 
work shop is fitted with the finest and most costly machinery and tools of his trade, and there is no part 
of a watch, clock or other piece of delicate mechanism, that he cannot reproduce. ‘To his other work 
he adds the manufactme of rings, dress and scarf-pins, sleeve buttons, etc., on special orders, and from 
the most pleasing desigus. He trusts nothing to outside hands, all work being done on the premises. 
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J. A. Smith, Grocer, Fruits and Vegetables, 125 West Front Street, Plainfield, N. J. There are 
no older business houses in Plainfield than that of which Mr. J. A. Smith is proprietor, ‘which was founded 
in 1836, when a young man named Ira Pruden established a general merchandise business on the site now 
occupied by the fine store of Mr. Smith, at 125 West Front street. The original building is still stand- 
ing, but has been moved to the rear, and i is now occupied as a dwelling. Mr. Smith purchased the busi- 
- ness about seven years since, and what he has made of it is too well known to the citizens of Plainfield to 
need enlarging upon here. Suffice it to say, it is one of the finest grocery stores on Front street, not only 
in appearance but in the character and quality of the stock carried. Beside a most complete assortment 
of staple groceries, fruits, vegetables, etc., Mr. Smith has an exceptionally fine line of fancy imported and 
domestic canned, potted and bottled goods, the products of the foremost manufacturing establishments of 
the world. The store has a depth of rto feet, and a frontage twenty feet, giving ample space for both the 
wholesale and retail departments, the basement, which is of the same size as the store, being used for 
storage purposes. Mr. Smith has a staff of nine clerks and assistants, and is thus better equipped to dis- 
patch all orders promptly than the majority of grocers. 


West FRONT STREET, FROM CORNER OF PARK AVENUE. 


Union Meat Market, A. G. Vogeler, Manager, General Produce of all kinds, 131 West Front 
Street, Plainfield, N. J. Every town can boast its oldest residents, its oldest industries and its oldest 
business establishments, but none has reason to be prouder of her commercial houses, nor can point to a 
larger number that have outlived generations, than Plainfield. _ One of the oldest in the city, is that 
which was started over half a century ago by Adam Fritz, who was noted in his day as a dealer in choice 
meats, and a butcher second to none in Central Jersey. Since his time the business has passed through 
several hands, but has been conducted by none more worthy than the present proprietor, Mr. A. G. 
Vogeler, who came here from Newark, and purchased the establishment in 1891. During the past few 
years he has about doubled the prestige of the old house, and now requires a force of five clerks, to 
assist him in the dispatch of the large business he has acquired through industry and marked ability. 
His store has a frontage of twenty-five feet, and extends back from West Front street, sixty-five feet, 
with a large smoke house and bologna kitchen, each 20x30 feet, in the rear. Beside being an extensive 
handler of fresh meats and general produce of all kinds, Mr. Vogeler, has a most prosperous wholesale 
business in bolognas, which he manufacturers ona large scale, and which are exceptionally fine stock. 
While he makes no pretension to being a “cheap seller,” realizing that in most minds that term is in- 
variably associated with inferior goods, you can’t buy choice meats at any lower figures anywhere be- 
tween New York and San Francisco. His new number is 131 West Front street, and you will find it a 


very desirable place to shop when you go a-marketing. 
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Woon & Buckle, 
Painters and Paper Hangers, 
Wall Papers, Paints, Oils and 
Varnishes, Nos. 141 and 145 
North Avenue, Plainfield, N. 
J... The work of the interior 
decorator and paper hanger, is 
no longer to be classed as mere 
mechanical labor. It has, large- 
ly through the efforts of the de- 
corators themselves, but more 
particularly because of the 
higher education of the people 
in what constitutes the beauti- 
ful, risen to the dignity of an 
art, which is as exacting of its 
followers as that of any of the 
higher profession. In a city 
like Plainfield, whose people 
belong to the cultivated and 
art loving class, the painter and 
decorator who aspires to be any- 
thing, must be a thorough mas- 
ter in his business. The suc- 
cess that has attended the ef- 
forts of Messrs. Woolston & 
Buckle, since the inception of their enterprise, over ten years ago, proves conclusively that they thorough- 
ly understand their business, and are fully in touch with the desires and tastes of their patrons. Their 
large store, or rather stores, at 141 to 145 North avenue, are among the best equipped in the city. ‘They 
have a frontage of sixty feet and a depth of about sixty-five. About half of this space is devoted to the 
paper-hanging department, where a most bewildering array of beautiful designs in wall hangings, giving 
the widest range of choice, are always to be seen. ‘the paint department is also fully stocked with every- 
thing desirable in that line, including the finest and most popular brands and shades of paints, varnishes 
and colors. All orders reccive the most prompt attention, as Messrs. Woolston & Buckle employ an 
average of thirty practical painters and decorators the year round and are ready at all times to execute 
work in their line, at the shortest notice. 


STON GBC, 
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PPAINTERS SUPPLIES. 


Walter Scott & Co., Manufacturers of Printing Machinery, 101 to 211 South Avenue, Plain- 
field, N. J. Since the fifteenth century, when the art,of printing from movable plates or blocks was first 
attempted outside of China and Japan, in which countries it had flourished for many preceding centuries, 
what immense progress has been made in the means of giving it expression! ‘The early printers had a 
hard time of it with their rudely made hand presses, and the best they could show for all their toil and 
pains, compared with the elegant typography of to-day, as does the crude drawings, done by the Amer- 
ican Indian, with the finished etching of some celebrated artist. Within a comparatively few years, more 
progress has been made in perfecting the printing machine, than in all the centuries that 
have gone before, and now it would seem that human ingenuity can go no further,—that the acme of 
perfection had been reached. A visit to any large printing establishment would be a revelation to one 
who had never seen one of the monster machines of the present day in operation, and there are as yet 
many printers who have only an imperfect idea of the great improvements that have been made in print- 
ting presses within the comparatively short time since they purchased those that they are now using. 
There are many large establishments in the United States, celebrated the world over for the complete- 
ness and perfection of their presses, but none has a wider reputation than the firm of Messrs. Walter 
Scott & Co., whose mammoth works are located in Plainfieid, and whose presses, by the thousand, are 
used in almost every city in the world, where modern civilization obtains. This firm began business in 
Chicago in 1874, but ten years later moved their manufacturing plant to Plainfield, where they now 
occupy five acres of ground, all under cover. ‘Lhe buildings are all of brick, and are ‘fireproof, the main . 
structure being two stories high. ‘lhe firm employs two hundred and fifty hands, most of them being 
skilled laborers. They manufacture some sixty kinds of printing presses, but none except such as are 
operated by power. ‘I'he list includes lithographic presses, those used for zincographic work, others for 
photo-gravure printing, and the remainder tor newspaper, book and job printing. In the latter category 
are seven varieties of single large cylinder presses, beside stop cylinder and oscillating cylinder presses 
of several styles and capacities. The list, however, is too long to enumerate, and those who are interested 
should obtain a catalogue, which will post them much more thoroughly than we could possibly do in the 
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space at our command. Beside the stock of presses, Messrs. Scott & Co. make special printing machines 
to order, and also stereotype and electrotype machinery. Mr. Walter Scott, now the sole member of the 
firm, is a native of Scotland. Hehas been a resident of Plainfield for many years and takes great in- 
terest in the material progress of the city. Messrs. Scott & Co. have just finished the largest printing 
machine ever built, ordered for the Tribune Co. of Chicago, Ill. It runs at a speed of 96,000 copies per 
hour of four and six pages, and 48,000 copies per hour of twelve pages, delivering the paper cut, pasted, 
folded and counted in packs of fifty. 


North Plainfield Carriage Factory, W. J. Conroy, Proprietor. Fine Carriage Painting 
a Spectalty. Neat and Durable Business Wagons, also Horse Shoeing and Repairing in Every Depart- 
ment. 177 Somerset Strect, N. Plainfield. N. J. A business wagon that is not too heavy for general use, 
and yet possessed of the strength and durability that is especially essential in a vehicle that is subjected 
to the wear and tear of city traffic, is appreciated by all merchants and others whose business requires 
the possession of one or more delivery wagons. Mr. W. J. Conroy, Proprietor of the North Plainfield 
Carriage Factory, is a manufacturer of such vehicles, and he has a large and constant demand for them, 
showing they possess all the merits claimed for them. His wagons are neat and durable and as light 
as strength in construction will admit of their being made. ‘Their cost, compared with their actual 
value, is exceedingly moderate. Mr. Conroy also makes a specialty of fine carriage painting, and in this 
branch of work, which requires special ability and long experience, he has no superior. Repairing in 
all departments is done at his works which are located at 177 Somerset street, North Plainfield, and large and 
commodious, covering a space 30x200 feet. Attached to the works is a shop in which horse shoeing and 
blacksmithing of all kinds is done promptly and weli, for besides being a general carriage and wagon 
manufacturer, Mr. Conroy is an expert blacksmith. He established himself in this place three years 
ago, and has in the meantime worked up a large and lucrative business in his various departments, and 
at present requires the assistance of eight skilled workmen. 


Van Buren & Timpson, Successors to Stover and Van Buren, Real Estate and Insurance, 
Loans Negotiated, Rents Collected, Entire Charge Taken of Estates, 163 North avenue, Plainfield, N. J. 
New York Office, 60 Cedar Street. The business carried on by Messrs. Van Buren & Timpson at 163 
North avenue is a very old established one. The present firm succeeded Stover & Van Buren during the 
current year. Both members are natives of New York, and favorably known in this town and vicinity, 
and the service they offer is a great accommodation to borrowers, investors, real estate owners, tenants, 
and, in fact, to the public in general, for the duties they perform are so varied that all classes in the com- 
munity are benefited by them to a greater or lesser degree. This firm are real estate and insurance bro- 
kers, and are prepared to buy, sell, exchange, or rent real estate, for non-resident owners, and promptly 
returning all collections, also to negotiate loans, and effect insurance of all kinds. They also have some 
very nice and desirable houses, tenements and stores on their books, and much time and trouble is saved 
by paying them a visit when “ househunting.”” Messrs. Van Buren & Timpson also have a New York 
office at No. 60 Cedar street, and are prepared to effect insurance in some of the oldest and best com- 
panies of England and this country, as may be seen from the following list: Royal Ins. Co. of Liver- 
pool, London Assurance Co., London, Merchants Ins. Co. of Newark, Standard Ins. Co., Trenton, Cale- 
donian of Scotland, Hartford Ins. Co. of Hartford, Hanover Ins. Co. of New York, Niagara Ins. Co. of 
New York, Delaware Ins Co. of Philadelphia, Union Ins. Co. of Philadelphia. Insurance will be prompt- 
ly effected on the most favorable terms, and every communication is assured immediate attention. 


H. A. Weber, Liberty Street Grocer, 140 Liberty Street, corner Second, Plainfield, N. J. It is 
natural that ina city of the size and importance of Plainfield, the grocery interests should be largely rep- 
resented, and that the men engaged in this department of commercial enterprise should be those who 
strive to merit the esteem of the people they serve. There are a large number of grocery stores in the city, 
but none exceed in the variety and excellence of their stock, and fineness of location, than that conduct- 
ed by Mr. H. A. Weber at 140 Liberty street. It is, in all respects, a first class store, where customers 
receive the most intelligent and polite attention, and where they may be sure that every one of their 
wants in the line of groceries will be supplied, and that, too, at prices as low as the same grade of goods 
can be purchased anywhere. Mr. Weber began business in Plainfield in 1882, and by strict integrity, 
and the uniform excellence of the quality of the goods he offered to the public, has asssumed the posi- 
tion of a leader among the grocers of the city. Heis highly esteemed for his character as a merchant 
and progressive citizen, and has been called to represent the people of the ward in which he resides in 
the City Council, and he does it, too, in the manner that might be expected of a man who has the in- 
terests of his constituents at heart. His store, at the above given address, is one of the most attractive 
and best arranged we haveseen, and it is well stocked with the very bestthe market affords, for Mr. Weber 
is a buyer of experience and knows what his customers want. It isa large place 30x50 feet, with a 
basement of the same dimensions. 
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Frank L. C. Martin, bicycles, 
Park Avenue and Fourth Street, Plainfield, 
N. J. One of the finest bicycle establish- 
ments we have ever seen is that operated by 
Mr, Frank L. C. Martin in Plainfield. It 
occupies two large stores in a fine brick 
structure at the corner of Park avenue and 
Fourth street, giving a front of 50 feet and a 
depth of 75 teet. Contained within this 
space is the salesroom, offices, a handsome 
and well supplied reading room and other 
departments, including one of the largest and 
best equipped repair shops in New Jersey. 
Included in Mr. Martin’s extensive and in- 
teresting stock are thirteen different makes 
of bicycles, among which the famous 
Columbia and Hartford wheels are con- 
spicuous, as Mr. Martin makes a specialty 
ot these. lis was the first bicycle depot 
in the city of Plainfield, having been es- 
tablished here in 1890. In addition to the 
departments above mentioned, there is a basement of the same dimensions as the stores, in which is 
kept a large stock with which to supply his New Brunswick branch and his agents in’ Dunellen, Bound 
Brook and Westfield. Mr. Martin is known far and near to wheelmen, who make his establishment their 
headquarters. They find the reading room, with its cigar and soda water annex, a most convenient and 
comfortable place to rest and pass a pleasant hour, while the advantage of the repair shop are not over- 
looked. Bicycles of all kinds are sold here, either for cash or easy payments, and those who desire may 
rent a first-class wheel for any period of time they may wish. As the organizer of the Great Century 
(100 miles) Newark-Philadelphia run, Mr. Martin has acquired a national reputation. He has been Cap- 
tain of the Plainfield Bicycle Club for six years and at all race meets he is a prominent figure. He held 
the New Jersey twenty-four hour record for many years, and has a large box full of medals and ribbons 
won at leading events. A point that should not be lost sight of, in connection with Mr, Martin’s business, 
is the fact that he exchanges new wheels for old ones, giving full value in every case. He invites corre- 
spondence from those who wish to trade, and letters on this subject addressed to either the Plainfield 
headquarters or the branch store in New Brunswick, will receive prompt attention. 


J. P. Hwmble, Retail and Wholesale Dealer in Fine Groceries, Foreign, Domestic and Canned 
Fruits, Flour, Teas, &c., Choice Coffee, Butter and Eggs, Orders Called for Every Other Day, Corner 
Somerset and Emily Streets, Plainfield, N. J. While other trades have their special importance and 
honorable position among industrial ventures, there is none that we could so ill afford to spare as that 
concerned with the chief necessities of life, particularly groceries and provisions. A house that has long 
been a leader in this department of business is that ot Mr. J. P. Humble, a merchant of the highest 
standing and a man held in general esteem. ‘The beginning of his business career in the grocery trade 
dates from 1873, when he founded the establishment which he has since conducted with so much ability 
and success. It has always been Mr. Humble’s practice to furnish goods of superior quality at the low- 
est market prices and on this line he has prospered and will continue to succeed. His large stock of 
fine groceries, domestic, foreign and canned fruits and vegetables, choice flour, teas, coffees, butter and 
eggs are displayed to the best advantage in his 30x4o foot store, which is located at the corner of Somer- 
set and Emily streets. Mr. Humble does a wholesale as well as a retail business and with the assistance 
of efficient clerks is ready to fill the requirements of all customers in a prompt and ‘Most satisfactory 
manner. For the convenience of patrons living at a distance from his store, he long since established a 
delivery service, calling for orders every other day, and delivering the goods promptly. 


Laire Brothers, Dealers in General Hardware, Stoves, House Furnishing Goods, Harness, 
Seeds, Mixed Paints. 105 W. Front Street, Plainfield, N. J. With the market full ot cheap hardware, 
cheap not only in price but in quality, it is a positive relief tor those who want really reliable goods, to find 
such a house as that of Laire Bros., in the representations of which they can repose full confidence. This 
house has a standing of over forty years, the tounders, Messrs. Berry & ‘Thorn, having through the strictest 
integrity in all their dealings acquired a reputation for trustworthiness that has been maintained and in- 
creased by the present firm, which succeeded to the business in 1885. Mr. J. P. Laire, the senior partner, 
is a native of Clinton, N. J., and Mr. W. R. Laire, the junior member of the firm, was born at Belvidere. 
Both are men of decided character, fine business abilities and with an amount of push and energy which 
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is only to be found in those who have acquired distinction in business circles. It is, therefore, to be ex- 
pected that their establishment should be large and that they should do a very extensive trade. Laure 
Bros, occupy four floors, averaging 25 by 50 feet each, at the corner of West Front street and Park ave- 
nue, thus giving them one of the finest locations in the city. The store has entrances on both streets, as 
well as ample show windows for the display of specialties. In such an immense and varied stock it is im- 
possible to particularize, but when it is said that it contains everything in the line of general hardware, 
house furnishing goods, harness, paints, etc., of the best quality and at most moderate prices, the intelli- 
gent buyer may know that he need seek no further. 


A. D. Van Sciver, Dealer in Wall Papers, Oil Cloths, Window Shades, Fine Decorating a 
specialty, 47 North avenue, Plainfield, N. J. It is only of late years that the art of interior decoration 
has received in this country the attention it deserves, for one need not be at all aged to be able to remem- 
ber when the bare appearance of our church edifices, the gaudy look of our theatres and public halls, the 
lavish but unattractive decoration of the houses of the rich, and the almost total! lack of cheerfulness and 
beauty in the houses of the people, made the judicious grieve, and gave point to many foreign criticisms 
of our culture. Appropriate wall papers, tasteful window shades, rightly chosen carpets, artistic rugs, 
these will make the most unpromising house bright and beautiful as surely as their opposites will destroy 
the effect of the most nobly planned and expensively built edifice. Taste, not money, is the price of suc- 
cess, which may be enjoyed by all who see fit to take advantage of the facilities offered by thoroughly 
competent interior decorators, among whom Mr. A. D. Van Sciver must be granted a leading position, 
by right of natural ability and of many years experience. This enterprise was established in 1889, by 
Messrs, Van Sciver and Moore, they being succeeded soon after by the present proprietor. He is a na- 
tive of this State, and a dealer in wall papers and window shades, making a specialty of house painting 
and fine house decorating. ‘The premises utilized comprise two floors each 15x58 feet in size. The stock 
carried includes the latest artistic novelties, while the prices are in strict accordance with the lowest mar- 
ket rates, and Mr. Van Sciver is ever ready to give the benefit of his taste and experience to customers. 
Ten skilled and competent assistants are kept busy at this establishment, which is located at No. 47 North 
avenue, 


Andrew Lutkins, Variety Market. Meats, Fruits, Vegetables, Butter, Eggs, etc., No. 220 
Park Avenue, Plainfield, N. J. Goods delivered to any part of the city free of charge. Were we asked 
to name the most prominent characteristic of the establishment carried on by Mr. Andrew Lutkins, at 220 
Park avenue, our answer would be “ reliability,” for unquestionably this is the quality which more than 
any other has given the store referred to its present leading position among our local dealers. Of course 
reliability alone would amount to little, but when it is considered with enterprise and experience, when the 
goods offered are not only strictly first-class in quality, but varied in kind, comprising meats, fruits, veget- 
ables, butter, eggs, etc., etc., and when the prices quoted are in accordance with the lowest market rates, 
on articles of equal excellence, then reliability amounts to a good deal, for patrons may rely upon getting 
honest goods at honest prices, and having a large assortment to select from. This enterprise was estab- 
lished in 1879 by the present proprietor, he having then succeeded Messrs. Hartpence and Bachman. 
Mr. Lutkins is a native of New Jersey, and well-known throughout Plainfield. The premises occupied 
cover an area of 22x60 feet in size, and in addition to his other business carries on pork packing in the 
winter months, and always carries a heavy stock of the articles already mentioned, and the most fastid- 
ious can find food supplies that will give entire satisfaction, and as employment is given to five efficient 
and courteous assistants, every caller is assured immediate and polite attention, while orders are carefully 
filled and accurately delivered free of charge to any part of the town. 


R. O. Howell, Dealer in Groceries and Provisions, 195 North Avenue, opposite depot. Tele- 
phone Call 30-B. Those who have had extended dealings with this house do not need to be told of the 
advantages of placing orders here, but the many who are in search of a well-equipped and thoroughly 
reliable grocery and provision store, will thank us for calling their attention to that conducted by Mr. R. 
O. Howell, for it will be found to “fill the bill” in every particular, and both as regards the complete- 
ness of the stock and the efficiency of the service, merits far more extended mention than our space ena- 
bles us to give it. This business was established in 1886 by the present proprietor, who has made his 
store a prime favorite in the vicinity in which it is located. The premises occupied measure 20x70 feet 
in size, including a basement, and located at No. 195 North avenue, opposite depot. ‘They con- 
tain a carefully chosen stock of groceries and provisions, etc. . Teas, coffees and spices a specialty, 
These goods are especially adapted to family use, and guaranteed to prove as represented in every re- 
spect. Mr. Howell is a native of this State, and ‘has many friends in social as well as in business rela- 
tions. _ He is a careful buyer and 1s in a position to quote low market rates on all goods handled, and to 
furnish goods satisfactory to the most fastidious. Four reliable and competent assistants are employed 
to insure prompt service to all, and all orders will be accurately delivered when promised, and at short 
notice. 
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Geo. L. Van Emburgh & Son, Dry Goods, Notions, Hosiery, Underwear, Etc., No. 9 E. 
Front Street, opposite Park Avenue, Plainfield, N. J. In the dry-goods trade special enterprise and 
ability always tell. Competition in this branch of business is particularly keen, the more so in a city of 
the size and importance of Plainfield. |The goods themselves are so often dependent upon the whims 
of fashion, that none but a wide-awake dealer is able to keep abreast of the times. But what seems ex- 
ceedingly difficult to one, is easily accomplished by another, who sets about it in the right way. Messrs. 
Geo. L. Van Emburgh & Son have found no difficulty in meeting the discriminating requirements of 
the people of Plainfield. With a very intimate knowledge of the dry goods and fancy goods trade in all 
its branches, and prepared by long experience and special aptitude for meeting all competition, it is not 
at all surprising that during the year in which they have been in business in this city, they should have 
taken a place in the front rank of the responsible ‘and representative business men of Plainfield. Nor is 
it at all surprising that in this brief period, they have outgrown their present quarters which, large as they 
are, will not begin to accommodate the various departments. They have found it necessary to secure a 
more commodious store and have selected a most desirable place in the new Babcock Block at Front 
street and Madison avenue, which they will occupy with a new and complete stock of dry, fancy and 
furnishing goods, as soon as the building is completed. Their prices, as heretofore, will be down to bed 
rock, and customers may be sure of getting full value for their money at Van Emburgh & Son’s, 


Joseph T. Vail, Real Estate Broker and Fire Insurance, Loans Negotiated. Office opposite 
Railroad Station, Residence: No. 15 Franklin Place, P. O. Box 734, Plainfield, N. J. The benefits of 
insurance are so generally availed of nowadays by all classes of people that it seems superfluous to point 
out the wisdom of securing such protection. The real estate owners having thousands of dollars worth 
of property to insure, and the mechanic having only his strength and skill for capital, both profit by the 

operations of the various excellent Fire, Life and Accident companies doing business in this country, 
and the work of taking out policies in these organizations is much simplified by the existence of such 
agencies as that conducted by Mr. Joseph T. Vail, with which many of our readers are thoroughly famil- 
iar. This agency was established in 1872, by Mr. Vail, who has conducted it ever since. His office is 
opposite railroad station, while his residence is at No. 15 Franklin place. He is a real estate broker and 
fire insurance agent, and is prepared to issue any of the different kinds of policies, and in only the best 
insurance companies. Special attention is given to all real estate matters, either in buying, selling, rent- 
ing, collecting rent and supervision of estates. Loans are also negotiated and mortgages obtained. Mr. 
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Vail is also a dealer in blue stone. Any further information desired will be cheerfully given. In closing 
this brief article we wish to call special attention to the fact that Mr. Vail has recently placed on the 
market building lots on his beautiful property at Mizzen Peak, of the Watchung mountain range. The 
advantages of Mizzen Peak are acknowledged by all who have visited the Summit. It is but an 
hour’s drive from Plainfield, and there is a delightful and romantic road to it by way of the notch, 
charming in its scenery. 


Zimmermann & Rumpf, Builders’ 
Hardware, Carpenters’ and Machinists’ Tools, 
Housefurnishings, Stoves, Ranges, Paints, Oils, 
Seeds, and Agricultural Implements. Telephone 
Call, No. 126, 224 West Front Street, Plain- 
field, N. J. The extent and variety of the 
building interests of Plainfield and vicinity 
creates a large and constant demand for build- 
ing materials, among which none is more import- 
aut than first-class hardware. Equally prom- 
inent among the business interests of such a city, 
is the supplying of housefurnishing goods. If 
we were asked to point out a house where both 
varieties of goods were to be obtained at the 
lowest prices and in the most complete assort- 
ment, we should name Messrs. Zimmermann & 
Rumpf, as one of the leaders in their line. The 
firm is composed of young men of marked abil- 
ity and special aptitude for the business in 
which they are engaged. They are the success- 
ors to an old and well-established business, 
which was founded in 1885 by Messrs. John 
Peoples & Co., and which they have enlarged 
and made prominent among the representative 
industries of Plainfield, by integrity and enter- 
prise such as is not often encountered. ‘Their 
store at 224 West Front street is one of the largest 
and best stocked of its kind in the city. It has 
a frontage of thirty feet on Front street and ex- 
tends back too feet, and in the rear are shops 
for necessary work in their department of busi- 
ness. They carry a full line of builders’ and 
general hardware, carpenters and machinists’ 
tools of the best makes, house furnishing goods, in infinite variety, including stoves, ranges, furnaces, re- 
frigerators, etc., a most desirable line of paints and oils, beside a very fine stock of seeds and agricultural 
implements. * 


Bird & Pope, Successors to G. R. Musgrave, Carpenters and Builders. Jobbing promptly at 
tended to. Orders by mail receive personal attention. Shop open from 7 a.m. till 5 p.m. 113 Madi 
son avenue. Residence 59 West Front Street, Plainfield, N. J. One of the first questions to be settled 
by those contemplating building, is whether an architect shall be employed or not, and the answer de- 
pends so greatly upon the circumstances in the case that no general rule can be given, but there is one 
rule without exception, and that is, the choice of a builder is of more importance than anything else. 
The most skillful and conscientious architect cannot force a dishonest or an incompetent builder to do 
uniformly good work, and on the other hand, a builder who has the desire and the means to do what is 
right, will try his best to satisfy his customers, architect or no architect. There you have the whole sit- 
uation in a nutshell. The skill, enterprise and faithfulness with which Messrs. Bird & Pope have carried 
out their contracts and general business since beginning operations in Plainfield in 1892, have excited 
much favorable comment, and prove them worthy of every confidence. Both members of the firm are 
natives of this town, and have had long and varied experience in the carpentering and building busi- 
ness. Estimates will be cheerfully made on application, and jobbing work promptly attended to, will be 
done in a thoroughly workmanlike manner, at moderate rates and at short notice. The shop is located 
at No. 113 Madison avenue, which is open from 7 a. m. to 5 p. m., and measures in size 14x48 feet, and 
callers will find the firm prepared to figure very closely on plans and specifications, while communications 
by mail or otherwise, are assured of immediate and painstaking attention. Messrs. Bird & Pope employ 
three regular assistants, and are always in a position to increase their force when required. They suc- 
ceeded to the business established by Mr. G. R. Musgrave. 
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Townsend’s Marble and Granite Works, 30 and 32 Somerset Street, Plainfield, N. J. 
It is not a good plan to take too much for granted, and those who argue that where open and free com- 
petition is present, as is the case in the marble and granite business, one dealer can offer as great induce-. 
ments as another, would learn, if they made personal investigation, that this principle, although plausible 
in theory, is not born out in practice. This is not the place to point out the reasons why some dealers 
can and do offer special advantages, and indeed our readers are much more interested in learning what 
dealers do afford the most efficient and economical service, than in ascertaining how they do it. With- 
out any further preface, then, we would call attention to ‘““Townsend’s” Marble and Granite Works, of 
which Mr. J. G. Townsend is the proprietor, for he announces that all in need of any work in his line 
will find it to their advantage to get his prices before going elsewhere, and the best of this announce- 
ment is that it is fully justified by the facts. Mr. Townsend, who is a native of New York, deals in all 
kinds and grades of cemetery work, monuments, tablets, headstones. The premises utilized are located 
at No. 30 and 32 Somerset street, and comprise two stories 50x100 feet in dimensions. Four competent 
assistants are employed, while bottom prices are quoted in every department of the business, and the 
quality of the work will in all cases compare favorably with that of similar grades produced by other 
manufacturers. All orders are assured prompt and careful attention. 


Boice, Runyon & Co., Successors to Estate of D. J. Boice and A. D. Cook & Bro., dealers in 
Coal, Lumber and Masons’ Material, 42 to 60 Park avenue, Plainfield, N. J. The large demand for 
lumber and other building materials in Plainfield and vicinity is due to the rapid growth of the city and 
its suburbs, but that growth is in no small degree the result of the excellent facilities afforded by local 
lumber dealers, and is stimulated by the fact that the inducements offered by them are not surpassed 
anywhere in the State A notable house in Plainfield is that of Messrs. Boice, Runyon & Co., whose 
immense yard covers fully two acres of ground, lying on either side of the New Jersey Central Railroad 
tracks, thus giving them unexampled facilities for receiving and shipping lumber, etc. This great busi- 
ness was established over fifty years ago, by Messrs. Boice & Thickstun, who were succeeded by Mr. D. 
J. Boice, who in turn gave place to the present firm. Its business has been greatly enlarged by the com- 
paratively recent purchase of the extensive yards of Messrs. A. D. Cook & Bro., and the firm is now in 
a better position than ever before, to fill all orders for lumber and masons’ materials, with the utmost 
promptness. In addition to lumber, etc, which by the way is, in their yards, protected by large sheds 
of corrugated iron, Messrs. Boise, Runyon & Co. are large dealers in coal, which they will furnish to fam- 
ilies or manufacturers, in any quantity, and at lowest market rates. They invite builders and masons to 
get their estimates on supplies in their line before placing orders elsewhere, in the full assurance that 
they will be as low as the lowest, while the quality of the stock offered is unsurpassable. 


The Standard Carpet Renovating Works, 137 and 139 Second Street, Plainfield, 
N. J. George R. Schlereth, Proprietor. Having erected a carpet renovating works, we are enabled with 
our improved machinery to clean all kinds of carpets and rugs in a first-class manner. Moth and dust 
removed. Brilliancy restored so as to look as nearly like new as possible. With our method of clean- 
ing carpets we feel confident that we can give entire satisfaction, Carpets taken up and relaid if de- 
sired. All work called for and delivered tree of charge. A share of your patronage solicited. We do 
everything with carpets. Mattresses steamed and made over. New mattresses made to order. 


J. Van Eps, Jeweler and Watchmaker, Optical Goods and Merchandise, Agent for Premier Bi- 
cycles, (Old) No. 12 Park Avenue, Plainfield, N. J. It is perfectly natural that buyers of jewelry should 
give the preference to old established houses, but the rule is not always operative, since purchasers have 
not infrequently found that some old houses are disposed to base prices upon their reputation for antiq- 
uity. This may or may not be true of the jewelry trade of this city, but the fact remains that Mr. J. 
Van Eps, who came here from New York at the beginning of the present year, has already acquired an 
extensive reputation as a dealer whose charges are moderate, and whose work is not excelled by that of 
the most celebrated houses in the land. He understands every department of his business, being a 
thoroughly practical man, deeply versed in the art of the gold and silver smith, the watchmaker, and in 
fact, all departments of jewelry manufacture. It is not surprising therefore that his store at No. 12 Park 
avenue should be sought out by discriminating buyers and that he should do a large business in jewelry, 
watches, clocks and optical goods. A branch of work in which Mr. Van Eps excels is the repairing of 
fine musical instruments. He carries an extensive stock of these, and all bear the names of the most 
celebrated makers. His business is both wholesale and retail, though he devotes his attention chiefly to 
the latter branch. There is no work in his line no matter how difficult or delicate, that Mr. Van Eps 
can not accomplish, and that, too, in a manner that gives the utmost satisfaction to his patrons. His 
work shop is fitted with the finest and most costly machinery and tools of his trade, and there is no part 
of a watch, clock or other piece of delicate mechanism, that he cannot reproduce. To his other work 
he adds the manufacture of rings, dress and scarf-pins, sleeve buttons, etc., on special orders, and from 
the most pleasing designs. He trusts nothing to outside hands, all work being done on the premises. 
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Hillier & Co., Cleaning and Dyeing Establishment, (old) No. 49 North Avenue, Plainfield, N. J. 
Factory, 608, 610, 612 Passaic Avenue, Kearny, N. J. Few of us have a larger 1 income than we can con- 
veniently spend, and, indeed, a large majority of people often find it difficult to “‘make both ends meet,’ 
so that any enterprise which has a tendency to reduce expenses cannot fail to be of interest to the pub- 
lic. The item of dress is one of the most important to be considered when making out a list of ex- 
penses, and it is right here that many people waste a lot of money, simply because they don’t know how 
to take advantage of the opportunities presented to dress cheaply as well as neatly and fashionably. A 
garment may be made to look as well as ever by being properly cleaned or dyed, and yet how many 
throw away clothing that is perfectly sound and whole, simply because it is soiled or discolored. We are 
aware that a wide spread prejudice exists against cleaning and dyeing, by reason of the miserably poor 
work done in some establishments, but there is no sense in judging the many by the few, and we have no 
hesitation in positively assuring our readers that the work done by Messrs. Hillier & Co.’s cleaning and 
dyeing establishment located at No. 49 old North avenue, will satisfy the most fastidious, for they have 
every facility at their command to handle the most delicate fabrics without injuring them in the least. 
The individual members of the firm are Messrs. W. H. Hillier, John Hart and John H. Hart, and em- 
ployment is given at their factory to twenty-five experienced and skillful assistants, while the proprietors 
give close personal attention to the various details of their business. This enterprise was established 
many years ago. Branch offices in connection with main office at Newark are established in Morris- 
town, and New Brunswick, N. J., and agencies cover territory not under the direct supervision of the 
firm. The factory occupied by Messrs. Hillier & Co. is located at Kearny, N. J., and consists of a series 
of buildings arranged and adapted for the purpose. Work is sent from branch stores in large hampers 
to the factory by the principal express companies and returned when finished in the same way. All the 
latest methods in cleaning, dry, steam and sulphur processes are used in their work and constant atten- 
tion is paid to the changes of fashion in regard to colors. It is the largest establishment of its kind in 
New Jersey, and with perhaps a single exception, the largest in the country. 


Joseph M. Harper, Bookseller and Stationer, a Full Assortment of Toys, Games, Wagons, 
Velocipedes, Tricycles, Sporting Goods, &c., Constantly on Hand, 411 Park Avenue, Plainfield, N. J. 
The enterprise named above was established in 1889 by the present proprietor, Mr. Joseph M. Harper, 
who is a native of New Jersey. The premises occupied are located at No. 411 Park avenue, are spacious 
and well arranged for the choice collection of books and stationery goods constantly kept in ‘stock. A full 
supply of the latest novels is always on hand as well as a fine selection of those standard works that will 
never lose their popularity, and book lovers who have not visited this store will be both pleased and 
surprised when they do so, to find such a variety, as all tastes can be suited. Mr. Harper also carries a 
large supply of stationery, in which he can show some novelties, as well as all the popular styles of paper 
with which the market is now so well supplied, and in which there is such a great variety. A full assort- 
ment of toys, games, wagons, velocipedes, tricycles, sporting goods, etc., is constantly on hand. In fact, 
you can find most everything which one would expect to find in a store of this kind. Goods will be 
shown with pleasure, and all information regarding them will be given in a courteous manner to all. 
Two polite clerks are employed, while Mr. Harper having been established here for so long a time, has 
become thoroughly acquainted with the tastes of his patrons and they are sure to find just what they 
want, and his honorable dealings in the past are all the security he needs for future success. 


DUNELLEN NORGE 


“Taylor’s Hotel,’ North 
Avenue, Dunellen, N. J., Wm. H. 
Taylor, Proprietor. An attractive 
and reliable ,hotel is a great ad- 
dition to any place, and without it 
little progress can be made. 
“Taylor’s Hotel” of this place, has 
for some years enjoyed a wide 
reputation, as¢,being a first-class 
house in every respect. The house 
came into the hands of the present 
proprietor about.eleven years since, 
and during that time it has been 
steadily gaining’ in public favor 
until it is second to no house of 
its class in the State, and the 
traveller whom business or pleasure 
leads to Dunellen will find at Tay- 
lor’s ,Hotel, first class service in 
every respect, and an exception- 
ally good table. The house has been thoroughly remodeled and an addition, including a fine bowling 
alley built on, so that now Mr. Taylor is prepared to accommodate all callers, either transient or per- 
manent guests, and at reasonable prices. Mr. Taylor is a native of Montclair, N. J., and by energy, fore- 
sight, and ability, has succeeded in building up one of the most important establishments in its line, in 
this section. 


M. Eganey, Tinning and Plumbing, Furnaces and Ranges Put up, Driven and Drilled Wells, Job- 
bing Promptly Attended to, Dunellen, N. J. The health and well-being of a community is largely de- 
pendent upon its sanitary condition, and as perfect sanitation cannot exist in conjunction with defective 
plumbing, it follows that a plumber who is capable, and honest in the performance of his work, is one of 
the most important as well as one of the most indespensable of artisans. Mr. M. Eganey, who is well- 
known in Dunellen, is a plumber, who not only has had a long experience in his business, but can always 
be relied upon for high class work. He understands all branches of plumbing, thoroughly and either in 
new work or the repair of old, he will give the very best satisfaction. His shop is on Washington avenue, 
near the corner of North, and is fitted with the best appliances for the performance of perfect work. 
Mr. Eganey makes a specialty of driven and drilled wells. and the very best results may be expected of 
him in this line. | His services are greatly in demand in Dunellen and vicinity, and those who have em- 
ployed him to sink wells, speak in the highest terms of his work. He also does a considerable business 
in setting up furnaces and ranges. As a tinsmith he has no superior, and he is prepared to do all kinds 
of tinning in the most acceptable manner. All jobbing in his line receives the promptest attention. 


Adam Dealaman, Dealer in Dry Goods and Groceries, Butter, Teas and Coffees a Specialty, 
Dunellen, N. J. There is no department of business in which so much push and enterprise is shown, 
as that which has to do with supplying the necessities of life. That is a characteristic of Mr. Adam 
Dealaman, the prominent grocer and dry goods dealer of Dunellen, and one which has placed him in the 
foremost rank of the progressive citizens of the town. Mr. Dealaman came from Newark, where he had 
been in the same line of trade for many years, and purchased the business of Mr. Chas D. Boise, Sr., in 
1889. It was an old stand, that had been established fifteen years before, but Mr. Dealaman has made 
of it an even more prosperous and important enterprise. He retained all of the methods that contributed 
to the success of the former proprietor, and added many ideas of his own, the result of which is shown 
by the large patronage he enjoys, and in his popularity outside of purely business matters. His stock of 
groceries is complete in every detail, and in quality suffers nothing by comparison with the finest stores 
to be found anywhere. Butter, teas and coffees are his specialties, and no choicer goods in these lines 
are to be bought. The dry goods department contains everything that may be found in a store especial- 
ly devoted to this branch of trade, and his prices are remarkably reasonable. _ His store, which is at the 
corner of North and Washington avenues, has one of the best locations in the town, as well as being one 
of the largest, the dimensions being 24x50 feet. Mr. Dealaman has four assistants, and customers re- 
ceive the most prompt and polite attention. His popularity, and the high reputation he sustains, follows 
him outside of his business and he is called upon to serve as Borough Commissioner, and also as School 
Trustee, which offices he fills with credit to himself and profit to his fellow townsmen. 
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Walter E. Smith, Dealer in Boots and Shoes, Hats, Caps and Gents’ Furnishings, Dunellen, 
N. J. To the residents of a suburban town the convenience of having, close at hand, a large store well 
stocked with a most desiravle line of goods, that are purchasable at prices as low as those charged by city 
dealers, cannot be over-estimited. Since Walter E. Smith established himself in Dunellen as a retail 
dealer in boots, shoes, hats, caps and gentlemen’s furnishing goods, the wisdom of his enterprise has been 
very apparent in the increasing and substantial patronage accorded by the people of the town and vicin- 
ity. Mr. Smith came here in 1891, and established a fine store on North avenue, opposite the depot, 
stocking it with an extensive line of the goods above mentioned. His boots and shoes are of the best 
makes, and his stock comprehends every grade and style suitable to the trade of the place. He carries 
the latest styles of hats and the newest of everything in the nature of men’s outfittings. There is no 
wider choice offered by the city stores than that afforded by Mr. Smith’s stock, while in all departments 
he makes it a point to have prices correspond with those charged elsewhere for an article of similar 
quality. When in need of anything in his line it will pay you to call on Mr. Smith. 


Alvah Gray, Dealer in Coal, Wood, Lumber, Flour, Grain, Hay, etc., Fertilizers and Cement 
Office, Washington, near North Avenue, Dunellen, N. J. The enterprise to which we call special atten- 
tion, as being one of highest importance, is that which was established in Dunellen by Mr. Alvah 
Gray in 1882. The founder is a man of large business capacity and the strictest integrity, and the suc- 
cess that has marked his career is the direct results of these characteristics, as well as of his energy and 
perseverance. It is not strange, therefore, that he should hold a leading position in the line of trade to 
which he devotes his attention, nor that his business should be a most prosperous one, showing steady and 
constant growth. His yard, which is located at the corner of Washington and North avenues, is one of 
the largest, as well as the best stocked in the vicinity. It covers a space 100x200 feet, and is most con- 
veniently situated for the handling of the bulky commodities he carries, these including, in addition to 
lumber and building materials, the best grades of coal and firewood ; also hay, grain, feed and flour. He 
deals also in fertilizers and cement in quantities to suit the buyer. Those who deal with Mr. Gray have 
the advantage of as low rates as are quoted anywhere, in addition to ready service and prompt delivery. 
He has an ample force of assistants, and fills all orders, large or small, with dispatch. 


Mrs. H. Kuldoshes, Dealer in Groceries, Provisions, Dry Goods and Notions, Dunellen, N. J. 
It is always a pleasure to deal at a store where intelligent appreciation of your wants, and the ability to 
_ supply them is shown by the proprietor, where the stock is varied and always fresh, and where you know 
you are getting the best goods at the lowest prices. It is not always the dealer who makes the most pre- 
tension who does the most business, or carries the best stock, as many have ascertained by sad experience, 
and this is more likely to be the case in the grocery trade than in any other. Mrs. H. Kuldoshes, who 
for the past nine years has conducted a grocery and drygoods business in Dunellen, has gained the good 
will and patronage of the people by serving them in the most acceptable manner, and at prices which 
they fully appreciate. Her stock of groceries and provisions is not excelled by that of any other dealer, 
while for choice teas, coffees, butter, etc., she carries a very desirable line, including everything in the 
way of notions and fancy goods. Her prices are exceptionally low, and she studies to please her custo- 
mers by attending to their wants promptly, and in a manner that insures repeated calls. Her store is on 
North avenue, in a most convenient location, and occupies a space 23x50 feet. Her three sons assist her 
in the business, which, under the methods employed by Mrs. Kuldoshes, is steadily increasing. 


H. Giles & Co., Dealers in General Hardware, Stoves, House Furnishing Goods, Mixed Paints, 
Harness, Seeds, etc., corner North and Washington Avenue, Dunellen, N. J. The business conducted by 
H. Giles & Co., at the corner of North and Washington avenues, was established in 1891, and is one of 
the leading commercial enterprises of Dunellen. Both members of the firm are natives of New Jersey, 
and are widely and most favorably known in the community. There is no better stocked store in the 
State, as Messrs. Giles & Co. carry a general line of hardware, tools, etc., of the best quality, beside a 
complete assortment of house furnishing goods, including stoves, ranges, etc. They are also extensive 
dealers in mixed paints of the best known and most popular brands, and another department of business 
is devoted to harness of all kinds and descriptions. In seeds they carry an extensive line, and as these 
goods are from the most celebrated seedsmen’s farms, they are always reliable, and are guaranteed to give 
the best results. Asa result of the large stock they handle and the extensive business done} by them {in 
their various lines, Messrs. Giles & Co. are in a position to quote the very lowest prices, and those buyers 
who are in the habit of going to New York for hardware, harness, paints, etc., under the impression that 
they can do better there than at home, would consult their own interests, if when they again need some- 
thing in any of these lines they would first get Messrs. Giles & Co.’s prices. As already intimated they 
have a large stock and a well arranged store, their premises being 25x50 feet. They employ two clerks as 
a rule, and customers always receive the most prompt and courteous attention. 
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KE. Runyon, Dealer in Dry Goods, Groceries, Teas, Flour, Provisions, Meats, Crockery, etc., etc. 
Goods delivered to all parts of the town with Dispatch. Also, Real Estate and Fire Insurance, P. O. 
Box 125, Dunellen, N. J. There is no grocer in Central New Jersey who is more thoroughly posted in 
his line of business, nor one with whom there is greater satisfaction in dealing, than Mr. Eugene Runyon. 
Starting in Plainfield in 1868, he left that city after acomparatively brief but successful career, to establish 
himself at New Market, where he remained for twelve years, as the leading grocer of that place. In 1881 
he began business in Dunellen, and is now the oldest storekeeper here so far, at least, as the number of 
years he has been successively engaged in the grocery and dry goods trade in this town are concerned. 
His prominence, however, is not alone due to this fact. He commands the respect and confidence of 
the townspeople, as a result of his high character and the especial merit of the goods he handles. His 
stock consists of the best of fancy and staple groceries, including choice teas and coffees, the finest but- 
ter and the best grades of flour. He also deals largely in meats and provisions of the best quality and at 
low prices. Crockery is another specialty which he handles on a large scale, and his dry goods depart- 
ment is as well stocked as any in the country. His store, which is located on North avenue, is one of the 
largest in the town, having a frontage of twenty feet and a depth of seventy-six feet, and not an inch of 
this space is wasted. His business requires two clerks, sons of the proprietor, who are polite and oblig- 
ing, and buyers always receive the most prompt attention. Goods are delivered to all parts of the town, 
with dispatch and without extra cost. Mr. Runyon also conducts a prosperous real estate and insurance 
business, having one of the largest agencies of the kind in the township. He always has a good list of 
desirable houses and property for sale or to rent, and can offer special inducements to those who wish to 
insure. 


S. H. Schleif, Baker and Confectioner. Fine Bread, Cake and Pie, Choice Confectionery, Fancy 
Cake to Order a Specialty, North Avenue, Dunellen, N. J. The products of the bakery are among the 
most essential in the whole wide range of food supplies. Bread alone is capable of sustaining life, and 
it is of prime importance, therefore, that the bread we eat should be of the best. The bread of all 
bakers is not always uniform in quality, and for that reason it is wise to buy only from those you know 
to be thoroughly reliable. Mr. S. H. Schleif has gained that reputation, during the time he has catered 
to the wants of the people of Dunellen, by the superiority of everything he makes, whether it be bread, 
rolls or cake. As a result he enjoys a large patronage and does a most prosperous business. He is him- 
self a baker of long experience and skill, and employs none but the most competent men to assist him. 
His store on North avenue is 20x100 feet, and the fine bakeshop in the rear covers about the same amount 
of space. Beside everything in the line of bread, cake and pie, Mr. Schleif has a large stock of choice 
confectionery on hand. He makes a specialty of fancy cake to order, and is prepared to supply wed- 
dings, parties, etc., with choice cake and pastry at short notice and low prices. 


FF, H. Gise, General Contractor. Public and Private Roads Macadamized and Paved with 
Broken Stone, and Paving in any Quaniity. Jobbing Promptly attended to. Practical Mason and Build- 
er. Corner North and Jackson Avenues, Dunellen, N. J. One of the greatest attractions of the towns 
and villages of Central New Jersey, are the fine macadamized roads to be found everywhere, making 
driving, whether for enjoyment or business, a pleasure, and robbing it of its most disagreeable feature. 
The business of making these roads is a most important one, and for the supplying of the stone alone a 
large capital is employed. Visitors to Dunellen have noticed and commented upon the fine roads of that 
town and vicinity, but few are aware that one of the leading business men of Dunellen, is directly con- 
nected with the pleasure they enjoy in riding over many of these streets. Mr. F. H. Gise is the gentleman 
referred to, and as he makes a specialty of macadamizing public aad private roads, further introduction is 
scarcely necessary. It may be well to add, however, that he operates a large stone crusher at the famous 
Washington Rock, which overlooks the town and the country for miles around. He employs ten men in 
this business, and is prepared to accept contracts for making roads or supplying crushed stone at low 
rates and at short notice. Mr. Gise is also a practical mason and builder, and has an extensive trade in 
this department of business. He is one of the prominent men of Dunellen, having held the office of 
Commissioner of Tax Appeals for several terms. On North avenue he also conducts a flourishing busi- 
ness in crockery, glassware, lamps, etc., and here is to be found a most complete assortment of these in- 
dispensable articles of household use, in all desirable styles and qualities, and at the lowest market prices. 
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Thos. Cleaver, Dealer in Groceries, Flour, Feed and Grain, Fine Butter a specialty, Park Ave- 
nue, Scotch Plains, N. J. In buying groceries it is always advisable to deal with a man who has had a 
long experience in this branch of business. You are then certain to get full value for your money, for 
in the grocery trade, as in every other department of commercial enterprise, only those who serve their 
customers faithfully and well are able to stand the crucial test of time. The man who makes it a point 
of business honor to sell only the best goods and charge reasonable prices for good service, is sure to 
prosper, and leave a record of long years of honorable and successful business life. Mr, Thomas Cleaver 
is one of the grocers who can point with pride to a career of twelve years in the department of business 
in Scotch Plains. He has always held a leading place, and will continue to do so as long as he remains 
in business, for by straightforward dealing he has gained the confidence of the public, and has no need 
to fear competition. His store on Park avenue has a frontage of 22 feet and a depth of 4o feet, and 
within this space are to be found as fine a stock of groceries as any store in the State can boast, while 
his prices are fully as low as those quoted by city grocers. He carries a very choice line of teas, coffees 
and spices, and makes a specialty of fine butter, a distinction which buyers fully appreciate. The best 
brands of family flour, as well as all other staples, are to be had in any quantity here, and his line of 
fancy groceries and canned goods is complete. Mr. Cleaver also deals extensively in feed and grain, and 
buyers of these bulky commodities can be assured of prompt attention when they are in need of any- 
thing in this line. 


Scotch Plains Hotel, Henry Illsley, Proprietor, Park Avenue, Scotch Plains, N. J. One of 
the oldest land marks in New Jersey stands on Park avenue in Scotch Plains, where the road from Plain- 
field intersects that thoroughfare. It is the old Scotch Plains hotel, which has a history dating back to 
colonial times, and it is one of the most interesting spots in the vicinity. In the days when the only 
means of communication betwecn New York and Philadelphia was by stage, this was one of the noted 
stopping places for change of horses, and many were the people of national celebrity who put up at the 
old house, or who snatched the opportunity, while the horses were being changed, to stop off here and 
break the tedium of their journey. ‘The railroads have long since displaced the lumbering stages, but 
the ancient hostelry still remains, and seems good for another hundred years. The hotel and grounds 
cover over an acre of ground, and outwardly bear much the same appearance that they did a century 
ago. The interior of the hotel, also, has undergone little change, so far as the building itself is con- 
cerned, but it is now fitted with all the modern improvements, and if some of the old time guests could 
come back they would not know how to comport themselves in the face of so much convenience and 
comfort. The property came into the possession of Mr. Henry Illsley, a native of New York, and an 
old hotel man, eight years ago, and he has made some very decided improvements in it. The hotel, how- 
ever, is still run as a general tavern, where meals and refreshment for man and beast are to be obtained 
at all hours. Under the present management it has become a favorite place for summer boarders, and 
ample accommodations and excellent service may be obtained by this class of guests. Attached to the 
hotel is a livery stable, where horses and vehicles of all kinds are to be obtained at reasonable rates. 


Lake Hopatcong Ice Co., Geo. E. Collins, Manager, Scotch Plains, N. J. It may not be 
generally known that certain disease germs are not killed at the low temperature necessary to make thick 
ice ; but such is the case, and many mysterious cases of illness might be traced to the germs that have 
been taken into the system with water that has been chilled with impure ice. Apart from this danger, it 
is not at all a pleasant thought that the ice you use contains filth and impurities, no matter how small the 
quantity. It is worth while, therefore, to assure yourself that the ice served to you is absolutely pure, 
and this you can do by ascertaining where the ice comes from and buying only from a dealer who selects 
a source of supply about which there can possibly be no question. It is well known that Lake Hopat- 
cong contains water of exceptional purity, and if your ice comes from that most beautiful lake, you may 
rest assured that it is entirely free from impurities. The people of Scotch Plains are fortunate in pos- 
sessing the opportunity of obtaining their supplies of this necessity through the Lake Hopatcong Ice 
Company, of which Mr. George E. Collins is manager. The Company, which was organized during the 
present year, draws its entire supply from the lake whose name it bears, and guarantees the absolute 
purity of its ice. If you cannot go to the lake you can at least have a piece of it in the shape of ice, 
and after you have seen and used it you will be exceedingly reluctant to try any other. The charge for 
Lake Hopatcong ice is no higher than that for any other. All communications addressed to Mr. Geo, 
E. Collins, manager of the Lake Hopatcong Ice Company, Scotch Plains, N. J., will receive the prompt- 
est attention. 
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Edward C. Mulford, Real Estate Broker and Fire Insurance, Loans Negotiated, Agent 
for Fidelity and Casualty Company of New York, Agent for Inman Line of Steamers, Office, 169 North 
Avenue, Opposite Railroad Station, Residence, 65 East Fifth Street, Plainfield, N. J. The service 
rendered by Mr. Edward C. Mulford in connection with the handling of a long line ot real estate and the 
placing of msuranee, have recetved very substantial recognition from not only the landlords and business 
men of Plainfield, but from the army of house renters and buyers of the city and vicinity. Being an old 
resident of New Jersey, and having been in this line of business since 1876, Mr. Mulford has unusual 
facilities for selling, renting and exchanging real estate. His list contains some of the most desirable 
houses and property in the State, and comprehends such a large variety in character and, prices, that one 
must be very difficult to suit, indeed, if his requirements cannot be met by Mr. Mulford. As an insur- 
ance broker, also, he takes high rank and represents the leading companies of the country, such as the 
Fidelity and Casualty of New York. He has special facilities for the negotiation of loans on the most 
desirable terms, and does a large business among commercial men in this department. He is also agent 
for the Inman line, a great convenience for those about to take a European trip, as they can secure 
uickets and accommodations on the finest steamers afloat, without making a special trip to New York. 
Mr. Mulford’s office is at 169 North avenue, opposite station, in the fine three-story brick building, which 
he owns. Asa lieutenant inthe Thirtieth New Jersey Volunteers, Mr. Mulford served with distinction in 
the late war. He has filled the office of Common Councilman for two terms. Mr. Mulford is agent for 
the following Fire Insurance Companies: Insurance Co. of North America, Phoenix (of London), London 
and Lancaster, Queen (of America), Mechanics and Traders of New Orleans and Teutonia of New 
Orleans. 


D. W. Littell, Practical Sanitary Plumber and Ventilator, Established 1868, Brick and Portable 
Furnaces, Ranges, Etc., Steam and Hot Water Heating, Gas Fitting and Fixtures, Roofing, Etc. The Re- 
modeling of Plumbing in Old Buildings, introducting the Most Perfect Sanitary Appliances, a Special 
Feature, No. 112 North Avenue, Residence, 715 West Seventh Street, Plainfield, N. J. The great ad- 
vance in general knowledge of hygiene and the principles conducing to health and long life, has neces- 
sitated a vast change in the building and arrangement of dwellings, particularly in the plumbing work, 
upon the perfection of which, it is now generally recognized, much depends. Sanitary plumbing and good 
ventilation go hand in hand, as agents of healthfulness. But as there are men who pose as sanitary 
plumbers, who use the term to cover poor work and lack of ability, it is well to know whom you are em- 
ploying, whether the work to be done is the fitting up of anew house or the remodeling of old plumbing. If 
you go to Mr. D. W. Littell of 112 North avenue, you can make no mistake, and will never be dissatisfied 
with results. | He is a practical plumber of Jong and large experience, and since 1868 has been engaged 
in business in this city. He does both a wholesale and retail business, and employs, on the average, nine 
practical workmen. His store and office, on North avenue, is twenty feet wide and sixty feet deep, while 
in addition he has, on Sycamore street, a commodious store room, 30x4o feet. Mr. Littell makes a spec- 
ialty of supplying and setting up brick and portable furnaces, ranges, steam and hot water heating appa- 
ratus, as well as gas fitting, gas fixtures, roofing, etc. The remodeling of plumbing in old buildings, in- 
troducing the most perfect sanitary appliances, is a special feature of his business, while on all new work 
he will cheerfully furnish estimates, and promptly execute orders. Mr. Littell enjoys the honor of being 
the only member of the Master Plumbers’ Association of New York, engaged in business in the State of 
New Jersey. 


A. D. Mallinson, North Avenue Pharmacy, 205 North Avenue, Opposite Railroad Station, 
Plainfield, New Jersey. Every experience physician will agree that the cure of disease would be much 
more easy than is now the case were the drugs and medicines sold by every dealer uniform in character. 
The public are apt to suspect that a physician who directs them to a certain pharmacy does so because 
he receives a percentage of the cost of the medicine sold, but this is so seldom the case as to be un- 
worthy of consideration. The fact is, a physician learns that a certain pharmacist obtains his supplies 
from reliable sources, renews them often enough to prevent serious deterioration from age and is skill- 
ful and careful in the compounding of prescriptions. As these things enable the effects of prescriptions 
put up at his establishment to be more accurately prepared than would otherwise be possible, and as the 
professional reputation of the physician is directly dependent upon his prescriptions having the desired 
effect, what more natural than that he should direct where they should be compounded? Mr. A. D. 
Mallinson, proprietor of the “ North Avenue Pharmacy,” is one of the most popular pharmacists in this 
section, not only among physicians, but also the general public, for he has had long experience in the 
business and his methods are uniformly reliable. He is a native of this town, and became identified with 
his present enterprise in 1891. ‘The premises occupied are located at No. 205 North avenue, comprise 
one floor 70x25 feet in size. A large stock of drugs, medicines and chemicals is carried, prescriptions 
being very carefully compounded at reasonable rates. A specialty is made of the manufacture of emul- 
sions, liniments, while a fine stock is always carried of perfumery and toilet articles, etc., etc. One 
reliable and competent clerk is employed, so all callers are treated with courtesy and politeness. 
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C. A. Smith & Co., Dealer in Coal, Lumber and Masons’ Materials, Fertilizers, Lime, Plaster, 
Unleached Ashes, etc. Agent for Lister Bros. Standard Superphosphates and Bone, Fanwood, N. J. 
The steady and remarkable growth of that important suburb of Plainfield, the villages of Scotch Plains 
and Fanwood, gives constant employment to the carpenters and builders of the vicinity, and causes a 
large and ever increasing demand for the materials used in the construction of houses. The firm of 
Messrs. C. A. Smith & Co., catering to this demand, find their business growing with the growth of the 
place, yet this added outlet was hardly necessary to lift the firm into a position of prominence, for it is 
a very old established house, whose business connections extend far and near, and is not at all dependent 
upon one locality for its support. About 1875 Mr. Chas. A. Smith began business in Scotch Plains and 
Fanwood as a dealer in coal, lumber and masons’ materials. After years of most prosperous business, 
resulting from integrity, ability and unlimited enterprise, Mr. Smith admitted a partner, and the business 
has since been carried on under the firm name of C. A. Smith & Co. The yards of the concern cover 
half an acre of ground, and being close to the track of the New Jersey Central Railroad, could not be 
more eligibly situated.. Here they carry at all times an extensive stock of coal, lumber, masons’ sup- 
plies, fertilizers, lime, plaster, cement, unleached ashes, etc., and in each and all of these articles they do 
a large business, as their prices are low, their stock of the best, and, with an ample force of assistants 
they dispatch all orders with the utmost promptness. In addition to their Fanw ood plant Messrs. Smith 
& Co. have a large lumber yard and mill in Westfield, where they manufacture and deal largely in sash, 
doors, blinds, mouldings, etc. Orders for these goods received at the Fanwood office, near the railroad 
station, will be forwarded by telephone to Westfield and promptly executed. Messrs. Smith & Co. are 
sole agents in Fanwood for Lister Brothers standard superphosphates and bone, and are prepared to fill 
the largest orders for these with the greatest expedition, and at the lowest possible prices. 


John Flannery, Hotel, also Dealer in Groceries, Flour, Feed, etc., Scotch Plains, N. J. No 
man has more reason to feel proud of the position he has obtained through his own unaided efforts than 
Mr. John Flannery, proprietor of the Park Avenue Hotel at Scotch Plains. ‘lhirty-nine years ago he 
arrived a stranger in the village, and looked about him for an opening. The prospect was not very 
alluring, but with the indomitable perseverance and energy that has always characterized him he set: to 
work as a laborer. Then he became a carpenter and the tide of prosperity set in. Within twenty years 
he had acquired quite a competency, and in 1877 he embarked in the grocery business. He has pros- 
pered steadily ever since, and now holds a prominent position in the community, his integrity and abil- 
ity having won for him the esteem of his fellow townsmen. For a time he held the office of Overseer of 
the Poor, but resigned to attend the wants of his increasing business. In his grocery he enjoys a liberal 
patronage, as his stock consists of the best goods in the market. He employs two clerks, and customers 
may be sure of polite and prompt attention at all times. Mr. Flannery’s hotel, which adjoins the build- 
ing occupied by the grocery store on Park avenue, is well equipped for the entertainment of visitors to 
Scotch Plains. The rooms are large and comfortable, the service is excellent and the table all that could 
be desired. ‘lhis branch of the business was established eight years ago. The premises occupied are 
three stories high, 26 feet front and 56 feet deep. Mr. Flannery has always made it a point to conduct 
his hotel on lines that would insure the greatest comfort and convenience of his guests, and as a result 
it enjoys a widespread reputation. The visitor in Mr. Flannery’s family may see the unusual sight of 
four generations under one roof. 


Robert Jahn, Cornice and Ornamental Work in Galvanized Iron, Copper and Zinc. Tinning, 
Plumbing, Heating. Estimates and Drawings Furnished on application. Scotch Plains, N. J. An en- 
terprise that calls for special mention as being among the most important industrial establishments of 
Scotch Plains, is that conducted by Mr. Robert Jahn. Mr. Jahn has the prestige of years of exper- 
ience behind him, and when he began business here in 1886, he at once met with the recognition due a 
first-class workman in a line that called for special abilities. Builders and property owners appreciated 
the advantage of having close at hand an establishment where they could obtain at a moment’s notice all 
they required in the way of ornamental iron work for cornices, or other building purpcses. The result 
is shown in the prosperity which has attended Mr. Jahn since he first came to Scotch Plains. Mr. Jahn 
is a native of Germany and possesses all the thoroughness and conscientiousness of the German people. 
He is not satisfied with the slop work which too often passes for the right thing nowadays, but whatever 
he does is done in the best possible manner, and the materials, as well as the workmanship, 1 is always of 
the best. In cornice or other ornamental work, in galvanized iron, copper or zinc, he is prepared to 
furnish estimates and drawings on application. In plumbing work he has no superior, and numerous 
fine specimens of his handiwork in this department are to be found in Scotch Plains and. vicinity. He 
also makes a specialty of heating apparatus, and has facilities for doing all kinds of tinning. He occu- 
pies for his business a very well fitted shop,25x40 feet, and has two competent assistants, Orders for 
roofing, repairing, stoves, pumps, and, in fact, all work in his line, receive the promptest attention, and 
his prices are as low as good work and good materials will admit. 
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Augustus Frentz, Builder and Contractor, Scotch Plains, N. J. The increase in artistic taste 
in the erection of dwellings demands more of the builder in these days than at any previous time in the 
nation’s history. But the builder is fully equal to the requirements of the times, as shown by the innu- 
merable examples of his handiwork in all parts of the country. In no place has the art-of building on 
artistic lines, in combination with durability and utility, reached higher perfection than in Scotch Plains 
and Fanwood, and the builders of these localities must of necessity be progressive men, fully in touch 
with the times, and capable of executing the beautiful designs of the architects employed by the people of 
these towns, Of such is Mr. Augustus Frentz, who is a. builder and contractor of long standing and ripe 
experience. He established his business in Scotch Plains twenty years ago, and is one of the leading men 
in his department of industrial enterprise. His shop, lumber sheds, etc., cover an acre of ground, and he 
requires the services of twenty men in his work, which comprehends the erection of the finest residences 
and other buildings. Large contracts are handled by him with the utmost fidelity and exactness. He 
makes a specialty of fine hardwood work, and some of the interiors he has completed are models of the 
builders’ art. He cheerfully furnishes estimates on all work in his line, and whatever contracts he may 
undertake will be fulfilled with energy, care and promptitude. 


James B. Guttridge, Meat Market, Dealer in Groceries, Provisions, Fresh, Salt and Smoked 
Meats, Netherwood, N. J. Dwellers in suburban towns and villages appreciate a well stocked store, 
where supplies of choice groceries, meats, fresh, salt and smoked, and provisions of all descriptions are to 
be obtained at prices that are no higher than those charged elsewhere. They insist, however, upon the 
best service, and the merchant who proposes to cater to their wants must be a man of large experience, a 
thorough master of his business, and one who understands how to select stock that will meet the require- 
ments of the neighborhood to which he caters. All these qualifications are possessed in an eminent de- 
gree by Mr. James B. Guttridge, who so fully supplies the wants of the people of Netherwood, that, 
heretofore, no other grocer or dealer in provisions has been able to find an opening here. The business 
was established fifteen years ago by Mr. Dayton, and has changed hands several times, but none of those 
who have occupied this store has been as popular with the people or enjoyed a larger trade than Mr. 
Guttridge, who took charge of the business in 1890. He keeps a very select stock of staple and fancy 
groceries, including the best of teas, coffee and butter, beside a very fine line of meats, both fresh, salted 
and smoked. In fact, there is nothing in the way of groceries and provisions that cannot be obtained at 
his store, and at prices that are extremely moderate. Quick service is a feature of the place, as Mr. 
Guttridge always employs a large and efficient staff of clerks. The Netherwood post office is located in 


his store. 
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